Plate Tectonics Internet Worksheet

* Use the website http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/geology/tectonics.html to answer the questions?

1. What did Alfred Wegener call the single protocontinent and what does the term mean?

2. When did the single continent break up and during what period was this? 
3. Before Wegeners’ continental drift what was the explanation for how similar fossils were found on Africa and South America? 

4. Other than the similar fossils what is another observation favoring continental drift? 

5. Continental drift also provided an alternate theory as to the formation of mountains.  What was the thinking before this as to how the mountains formed? 

6. Why were Wegeners’ theories dismissed?  

7. What are the four main features of plate tectonics? 

8. What two technological advances help to revives Holmes’ Convection Theory?

9. What did Holmes’ call his new theory? 

10. What features supported Holmes’ new theory? 

11. How large is the Mid-ocean ridge and what is in the middle of it?

12. Describe three things about deep sea trenches. 

a. What shape are they?

b. What are generally the two places you will find them?

c. What can be said about the seafloor in a trench?

13. What side of a trench are island archs located?

14. What supplies the heat for the Asthenosphere?

