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Beth Guggenbiller, Parent Mentor 
Mercer County ESC 
441 East Market Street 
Celina OH  45822 
(419) 586-6628 ext. 250 
Email:   beth.guggenbiller@mercercountyesc.org 
Website:  www.mercercountyesc.org 
www.facebook.com/parent.mentor.mercercounty 
 
What is a Parent Mentor? 

      A parent mentor is a parent of a special needs child who works to 

support the relationship between the family of a child with a disability 
and the school.  Parent mentors provide information and support to 
families about educational issues, provides social opportunities for 
students, attends IEP meetings (if requested) organizes workshops and 
trainings and builds relationships between family, student, school and 
community.  All parent mentor services of free of charge. 
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Social Opportunities 
The parent mentor program of Mercer County would like to invite you and your family to several 
outings throughout the year for your special needs son or daughter.  Some events are free of charge 
while other events require a fee.  When a fee is involved, the Parent Mentor Program will pay for the 

special needs person’s cost for the event.  Any other family member or friend that would 
like to participate will need to pay their own way.  Any food or refreshments that may be desired will also be the 
responsibility of the family.  The student may not be left without supervision.  Please plan to stay, participate, 
watch and socialize with other parents during the activity.  
Please RSVP one week in advance to beth.guggenbiller@mercercountyesc.org or 419-586-6628 ext. 250. 
 

Fall Events 

Date Time Event/Location 

Thursday November 29th 6:00-7:00 PM Bowling at Pla Mor Lanes   Coldwater OH 

Tuesday, December 11th 5:30-6:30PM Christmas Music Therapy  Coldwater Library 

January To be Announced Chef Night at Bella’s Italian Grille 

February To Be Announced Swimming at the YMCA 

*Look for more information on these events, dates and times are subject to change. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

School to Adult Life Transitions (S.A.L.T.) 

T he S.A.L.T. program was developed for parents, families 
and anyone working with youth (ages 14-22) with 
disabilities.  Our goal is to connect you with information, 
resources, services and agencies that will be helpful as the 
young adult in your life moves through their “transition” 
years.  Each month we will bring in professions or 
representatives to speak on issues specific to transition. 
The sessions will be informal, and you will have the 
opportunity to ask any questions you may have while 
gathering information and contacts for the future.  It will also 
be an opportunity to meet with other parents who are 
navigating the transition years just like you.   
 
SALT-Teens Students are also encouraged to attend their own 

series, which takes place at the same time as the parents’ series. 

Students will participate in activities that will help them prepare 

for the transition from school to adult life as well as enjoy social 

time with their peers. 

 
All sessions are held at St. John Lutheran Church (Purple Door 

Church) 1100 N. Main St. Celina OH 
Please note change in location and time for these sessions. 

Highlighted sessions will be joint presentations with the ARC of Mercer 

County. 

 
*S.A.L.T. sessions are FREE and ALL are welcome* 
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    What is the difference between  

Accommodation and Modification? 
 

Taken from www.Understood.org 
Accommodations change how a student learns the material.  A modification changes what a student is taught or expected 
to learn.  Here are examples to help explain the difference between them: 
 

 Accommodations Modifications 

Classroom 
Instruction 

Accommodations can help kids learn the 
same material and meet the same expectations 
as their classmates.  If a student has reading 
issues, for example, she might listen to an 
audio recording of a text.  There are different 
types of classroom accommodations, including 
presentation (like listening to an audio 
recording of a text) and setting (like where a 
child sits). 

Kids who are far behind their peers may need 
changes, or modifications, to the curriculum.  For 
example, a student could be assigned shorter or 
easier reading assignments.  Kids who receive 
modifications are not expected to learn the same 
material as their classmates. 

Classroom 
Tests 

Testing accommodations can be different from 
those used for instruction.  For example, using 
a spell-checker might help a student with writing 
difficulties take notes during class but wouldn’t 
be appropriate during a weekly spelling test. 
However, this student might benefit from having 
extra time to complete the spelling test or using 
typing technology if the physical act of writing is 
difficult. 

Modifications in testing often involve requiring a 
student to cover less material or material that is less 
complex.  For example, in the case of the spelling 
test, if the class was given 20 words to study, the 
student with modifications might only have to study 
10 of them.  Or she might have a completely 
different list of words.  
With modification, what the student is tested on is 
different. 

Standardized 
Testing 

Statewide assessments allow certain 
accommodations like extra time or taking a 
computerized exam.  Ideally these are the 
same accommodations a child uses to take 
class test. 

Some students take an “alternate assessment” of 
their statewide test, which includes modifications 
to the regular test.  The questions in this type of 
alternate assessment might not cover the same 
materials as the standard exams.  Also, the results 
would be interpreted differently.  Before you agree 
to an alternate assessment, find out how the results 
will be interpreted and what (if any) implications 
there will be for your child. 

Gym, music 
And art class 

Accommodations for “special” classes like 
gym, music and art can be helpful.  These are 
similar to accommodations for classroom 
instruction.  Kids might get extra time to 
complete assignments or be allowed to 
complete them in a different format. 

If the school believes that an assignment within a 
class like gym, music or art is unreasonable for your 
child, modifications to that assignment are made. 
The gym teacher might modify the number of laps a 
student needs to run; the music teacher might not 
require a child to participate in the final 
performance.  In some cases, students are even 
excused from certain classes in order to make time 
for one-on-one time with a specialist. 
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     In Our Area: 

 
 
 
 


