
 In  2021, the Ohio  Dep a rtm en t o f Vetera n s  S ervices  w a s  a w a rd ed  a  $1 m illio n  gra n t fro m  the 
 Ohio  Dep a rtm en t o f M en ta l Hea lth & Ad d ictio n  S ervices  to  p a rticip a te in  the Go vern o r’s  reco very 
 in itia tive. T his  p ro gra m , ca lled  Ohio ’s  S ta te Op io id  Res p o n s e (S OR), fo cu s es  o n  b u ild in g a  
 co m m u n ity s ys tem  o f ca re (p reven tio n , ea rly in terven tio n , trea tm en t, a n d  reco very s u p p o rt) tha t 
 em p ha s izes  s ervice in tegra tio n  b etw een  p hys ica l hea lth, em ergen cy hea lthca re, b eha vio ra l 
 hea lth ca re, crim in a l ju s tice, a n d  child  w elfa re. T hro u gh its  p a rticip a tio n  in  this  p ro gra m , ODVS  
 a ls o  p a rtn ered  w ith the OHIOca res  in itia tive to  a s s is t w ith the m en ta l hea lth a n d  reco very o f the 
 vetera n  co m m u n ity w ithin  Ohio .
 Peer S u p p o rt is  the a ct o f p eo p le w ho  ha ve s im ila r exp erien ces  w ith m en ta l illn es s es  a n d / o r 

 s u b s ta n ce a b u s e d ia gn o s is  givin g ea ch o ther en co u ra gem en t, ho p e, a s s is ta n ce, gu id a n ce, a n d  
 u n d ers ta n d in g tha t a id s  in  reco very. Peer S u p p o rt w o rk ca n  b e d o n e a n ytim e, a n yw here w hen  
 tw o  o r m o re p eers  a re in  a  m u tu a l, s u p p o rtive rela tio n s hip .
 T he ODVS  S OR Pro gra m  ha s , fo r the p a s t tw o  yea rs , fa cilita ted  eight p eer reco very s u p p o rter 

 tra in in g co u rs es  tha t en a b le p a rticip a n ts  to  b eco m e licen s ed  p eer reco very s u p p o rters  a n d  
 em p o w er them  to  w o rk a s  licen s ed  p ro fes s io n a ls  thro u gho u t the s ta te o f Ohio . T he co u rs es  a re 
 o ffered  w ith a  fo cu s  o n  vetera n s , a n d  they receive p rio rity en try in to  o u r co u rs es . Ou r vis io n  is  to
 ha ve a  n etw o rk o f licen s ed  p eer reco very s u p p o rters  w ho  a re m ilita ry vetera n s , crea tin g a  
 u n iq u e co m m u n ity to  help  vetera n s  thro u gho u t the s ta te o f Ohio  w ho  m a y b e s tru gglin g w ith a  
 m en ta l hea lth o r s u b s ta n ce u s e d is o rd er is s u e.
 In  a d d itio n  to  the p eer reco very s u p p o rter co u rs es , the p ro gra m  p a rtn ers  w ith lo ca l 

 co m m u n ity m en ta l hea lth a n d  reco very p ro vid ers  like the E rie Co u n ty Alco ho l, Dru g Ad d itio n , 
 a n d  M en ta l Hea lth Bo a rd  a n d  the S a n d u s ky Artis a n s  Reco very Co m m u n ity Cen ter to  p ro vid e 
 s ervices  s u ch a s  W ho le Hea lth Actio n  M a n a gem en t (a ka  W HAM ) a n d  a  vetera n -b a s ed  s u p p o rt 
 gro u p , Co n n ectio n s , to  p ro m o te a  fo cu s  o n  m en ta l a n d  p hys ica l w ell-b ein g a n d  im p ro vem en t in  
 the Ohio  Vetera n s  Ho m e in  S a n d u s ky.
 Cris is  In tercep t M a p p in g (CIM ) is  a n  in n o va tive, co lla b o ra tive p ro ces s  u s ed  to  id en tify ga p s  in  

 ca re, highlight o p p o rtu n ities  to  s tren gthen  co m m u n ity p a rtn ers hip s , a n d  en ga gem en t fo r s ervice 
 m em b ers , vetera n s , a n d  their fa m ily m em b ers  (S M VF ).
 T he tea m  is  w o rkin g to  crea te a  co m m u n ity-w id e m ilita ry-frien d ly, vetera n , a n d  civilia n  

 in tera gen cy tea m  fo r a  1.5-d a y fa cilita ted  s ite vis it Ju n e 27 a n d  28 a t the E rie Co u n ty Hea lth 
 Dep a rtm en t. T his  vis it w ill id en tify ga p s  in  ca re a n d  d is co ver s ervice o p p o rtu n ities  tha t exis t 
 a cro s s  the lo ca l cris is  s ys tem , m a p  key in tercep t p o in ts , 
 im p lem en t b es t a n d  evid en ce-b a s ed  s u icid e p reven tio n  p ra ctices  
 fo r S M VF , es ta b lis h go a ls , a n d  d evelo p  a  p relim in a ry a ctio n a b le 
 p la n  to  clo s e ga p s .
 T he ODVS  S OR T ea m  is  a  s m a ll b u t gro w in g tea m  o f fo u r – 

 Chief F is ca l Officer o f the Ohio  Dep a rtm en t o f Vetera n s  S ervices , 
 Ro s a la n d  Ga tew o o d -T ye; Pro gra m  M a n a ger a n d  20-yea r Arm y 
 vetera n , Ju lia n  W a lk; a n d  Office Pro fes s io n a ls /Gra n t a n d  T ra in in g 
 Co o rd in a to rs , Ariel Cro m er a n d  Ja co b  Ra ffo . T o gether, they ha ve 
 w o rked  to  im p lem en t p ro gra m m in g tha t help s  s erve vetera n s  
 thro u gho u t the s ta te a n d  p ro vid e ho p e tha t the 
 u p co m in g Cris is  In tercep t M a p p in g even t ca n  
 s erve m a n y m o re in  the m o n ths  to  co m e.
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