The Giuseppe (Joe) Palidori Scholarship
Guiseppe (Joe) Polidori is currently 90 years old battling stage 4 gastric cancer.  He is an Italian immigrant who came to Rochester, NY in 1968 with is wife and young son.  He worked as a mason with other Italian immigrants and subsequently opened his own masonry business.  
His son, Mauro, joined the business in the mid-1980s and learned to be a mason.  Together, and with another business partner, they began a home building business.  In the early years of this endeavor, the fabrication of these homes included not only completing their own masonry but also title work, landscaping and paving work.  As their business grew, Joe continued pouring footings and other masonry as well as title work.  Jow as a mason “laying block” for 60+ years.  In the In the time that he has been in the United States, he taught countless laborers who worked for him the masonry trade who subsequently flourished as they started their own masonry businesses.  
Joe is also dedicated to his family, and worked hard to provide for his wife, children and grandchildren.  His granddaughter, Ella graduated from EMCC’s Culinary Art program in 2025.  Despite battling cancer for almost 2 years, he continues to be an avid gardener, growing vegetables, fruits and herbs.  How and his wife, Delores, always enjoyed making homemade typical traditional food items from scratch like prosciutto and other cured meats, sausages, breads, stuffed olives, canned tomatoes, and of course wine in the Fall season.
Despite having very little formal education while growing up in the World War II era on a farm in the central Italy, Joe is a true “Renaissance man” who could build, fix, and grow just about anything.  His strength, work ethic, dependability was unparalleled.  And now his courage, strength and hope in battling cancer for almost 2 years is not only incredible but also inspiring to his family, friends, doctors, nurses, and everyone around him.
This scholarship is intended to honor Joe and deepen the appreciation for 1) the essential trades most important masonry but also other construction trades, and 2) the essential skills in gardening/horticulture and cooking/culinary arts.
We believe that EMCC and the other technical schools in our area are under appreciated.  As a community we should be grateful to have this opportunity for our children and celebrate the students who have chosen to attend during their junior and senior high school years.  

Scholarship Details
Three scholarships up to $1,000 will be awarded annually to three graduating students from Monroe One BOCES - EMCC, Monroe 2-Orleans BOCES - WEMOCO and Wayne-Finger Lakes BOCES – FLTCC/WTCC (one scholarship to a student from each program per year).
Preference to a high school graduating senior intending to pursue further education/training in the masonry field and/or construction related trades will be given first.  Should there not be any interest in the masonry or construction trades, this scholarship will be awarded to a graduating student studying horticulture or culinary arts.
The $1,000 will be awarded directly to the college/technical certificate/career development program to pay tuition and fees (student to provide statement).  For students pursuing masonry and/or construction related trades through an apprenticeship program that has $0 tuition, the scholarship may be used as a tool & equipment grant and any remaining funds can be used for other required expenses needed for training (protective gear, textbooks, and/or certification/licensing fees) when requested in writing b the student (students to provide invoices).
Scholarship recipients will be selected by each of the schools (EMCC, WEMOCO and FLTCC/WTCC) and information will be forwarded to the Finger Lakes Area Community Endowment.

Requirements

To be considered for this scholarship, the student must have demonstrated exceptional work ethic, and should be dedicated, reliable, hardworking and willing to overcome challenges.  

Please note: if the awarded student is pursuing masonry training, the scholarship can be renewed for an additional year by submitting an easy describing their education experience thus far, transcript or training update, and one letter from an instructor from their current program.  The renewal request can be submitted to either Patricia Hall (phall0407@gmail.com) or a CNB/FLACE representative.  

**Only the next two pages of the Scholarship Application should be turned in when applying.













The Giuseppe (Joe) Palidori Scholarship Application

Application Directions: Please type your responses into the spaces provided.  All sections should be completed to be considered.  Return the entire application to Mrs. Ferguson in the Principal’s Office (108A), no later than Friday, April 10, 2026. NO LATE APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

Required:
                  This two (2) page application filled out fully
                   High School Transcript (copy acceptable)
                   An essay that explains your interest in the chosen field and your future
                   Two (2) letters of recommendation (one school and one work related)
                   Resume

Applicant Information:
Name: ____________________________________	CTE Course/Program: ____________________________
CTE Teacher’s Name: ________________________________	Number of Years at CTE: _____________
Current Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________	Home District/School: ______________________
Career Goal: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Planned College/Apprenticeship/Training: ________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________.

Letters of Recommendation from:

1) __________________________________________________________________________

2) __________________________________________________________________________

Student Essay: Explain your interest in your program and your future plans within the field.
	







