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APPENDIX E – ERIE COUNTY COMMON PLEAS 
COURT FINANCIAL REVIEW 
 

Review of year-by-year funding for Erie County Commons Pleas Court.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 













General Division, All 
Civil 

Total Incoming 
Cases

Erie County Average 
Incoming Per Judge

Statewide Metrics 
Average Incoming 

Per Judge
2015 948 316.0 490
2016 912 304.0 486
2017 829 276.3 473
2018 848 282.7 464
2019 826 275.3 456
2020 556 185.3 357
2021 656 218.7 359
2022 656 218.7 392
2023 599 199.7 444
2024 806 268.7 481

Domestic Relations 
Division, All Case 
Types 

Total Incoming 
Cases

Erie County Average 
Incoming Per Judge

Statewide Metrics 
Average Incoming 

Per Judge
2015 679 339.5 853
2016 614 307.0 830
2017 566 283.0 822
2018 514 257.0 828
2019 597 298.5 817
2020 572 286.0 706
2021 545 272.5 738
2022 563 281.5 723
2023 457 228.5 702
2024 475 237.5 696

Probate Division, All 
Case Types 

Total Incoming 
Cases

Erie County Average 
Incoming Per Judge

Statewide Metrics 
Average Incoming 

Per Judge
2015 665 665.0 918
2016 705 705.0 890
2017 693 693.0 898
2018 679 679.0 903
2019 672 672.0 911
2020 615 615.0 863
2021 755 755.0 1062
2022 695 695.0 1056
2023 673 673.0 977
2024 685 685.0 959

Aggregate, All Cases 

Total Incoming 
Cases

Erie County Average 
Incoming Per Judge

Statewide Metrics 
Average Incoming 

Per Judge
2015 2292 764.0 2,261                         
2016 2231 743.7 2,206                         
2017 2088 696.0 2,193                         
2018 2041 680.3 2,195                         
2019 2095 698.3 2,184                         
2020 1743 581.0 1,926                         
2021 1956 652.0 2,159                         
2022 1914 638.0 2,171                         
2023 1729 576.3 2,123                         
2024 1966 655.3 2,136                         

Data Source: Supreme Court of Ohio Case Management Section statistical 
reporting,collected under Sup.R. 37
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May 22, 2025 
 
 
Hon. Theresa Gavarone 
Ohio Senate 
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215 
 
Re: Erie County Court of Common Pleas 
 
Dear Senator Gavarone: 
 
Your office recently requested an analysis of a proposal to seek the elimination of a judgeship in 
the Erie County Court of Common Pleas.  I am writing to provide you with the enclosed report. 
 
As detailed in our report, it is difficult to determine the potential impact on the Erie County Court 
of Common Pleas if the General Assembly were to eliminate the judgeship currently held by Judge 
Beverly McGookey upon her retirement. This difficulty is due to the division’s unique subject 
matter jurisdiction. Our customary approach when analyzing proposals of this nature is to compare 
the resulting caseloads against the caseloads in peer courts having the same subject matter 
jurisdiction. Unfortunately, the Erie County Court of Common Pleas, General, Domestic 
Relations, and Probate Division is the only division with that particular mixture of subject matter 
jurisdiction. We have, however, provided information on the current and historical organization of 
this court as well as data on the current caseload across all divisions.  
 
We encourage you to continue to work with the affected judges and local partners to understand 
their needs and perspective on this proposal.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert W. Horner, III 
Administrative Director 
 
cc: Hon. Roger E. Binette 
 Hon. Beverly M. McGookey 
 Hon. Tygh M. Tone 



 
 

 
Erie County Court of Common Pleas 

Analysis of a Proposed Judgeship Elimination 
May 19, 2025 

 
 
At the request of Senator Theresa Gavarone, this report provides an analysis of the potential 

impact on caseloads in the Erie County Court of Common Pleas, General, Domestic Relations, and 
Probate Division in the event the General Assembly enacts legislation that would eliminate the 
judgeship in that division that commenced on February 9, 2009. 
 
Current and Historical Organization 
 
 Article IV, Section 4(A) of the Ohio Constitution states: “There shall be a court of common 
pleas and such divisions thereof as may be established by law serving each county of the state.” 
Under R.C. 2301.02(B), the General Assembly has established four judgeships in the Erie County 
Court of Common Pleas. In addition, R.C. 2301.03(N) provides that the judgeship that commenced 
on January 2, 1971, shall be designated as judge of the court of common pleas, juvenile division 
and have jurisdiction over juvenile matters. The three remaining judgeships shall each have 
jurisdiction over all remaining subject matter heard in the courts of common pleas (i.e., civil, 
criminal, domestic relations, and probate matters). See Table 1. 
 

Table 1. Current Divisions, Judgeships, and Officeholders 
 

 
 
 Prior to 1968, there was one judgeship on the Erie County Court of Common Pleas. In 
1968, Ohio voters approved the Modern Courts Amendment, which made significant reforms to 
Ohio’s system. This amendment, officially adopted into the Ohio Constitution, was designed to 
modernize and streamline the structure, authority, and procedures of Ohio’s courts. With that 
amendment, a second judgeship was added to the Erie County Court of Common Pleas, increasing 
the number of judgeships to two, with one general division judge and one probate judge. 
 
 In 1969, the General Assembly added an additional judge to the Erie County Court of 
Common Pleas, bringing the total to three judges. That additional judgeship was designated as the 
judge of the domestic relations division, with all the powers and duties relating to juvenile courts. 
This resulted in there being three divisions in the court of common pleas: a general division hearing 
civil and criminal cases, a domestic relations and juvenile division, and a probate division. 

Division
Commencement 

Date Current Officeholder
Current 

Term End Date
Age at Next 
Term Start

General, Domestic Relations, and Probate 01/01/57 Tone, Tygh M. 12/31/28 67*
General, Domestic Relations, and Probate 01/02/05 Binette, Roger E. 01/01/29 68*
General, Domestic Relations, and Probate 02/09/09 McGookey, Beverly K. 02/08/27 73*
Juvenile 01/02/71 DeLamatre, Robert C. 01/01/31 68*

* Judge is age-barred from seeking a new term of office (Ohio Const., art. IV, § 6(C).)
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In 2003, the General Assembly enacted H.B. 86 (125th G.A.), which provided for the 
following changes in the organization of the Erie County Court of Common Pleas, all of which 
remain in effect today: 
 

• A separately-administered juvenile division was created, effective January 2, 2007. The 
judgeship with a commencement date of January 2, 1971, was designated as the judge 
of that division. (This seat is currently held by Judge DeLamatre.) Domestic relations 
jurisdiction shifted over to the general division. 
 

• A new judgeship in the general and division was created, effective January 2, 2005, 
with jurisdiction over civil, criminal, domestic relations, and probate matters. (This seat 
is currently held by Judge Binette). 
 

• The separately-administered probate division was eliminated and its judgeship was 
designated as a judgeship in the general, domestic relations, and probate division, with 
a term to begin February 9, 2008, with jurisdiction over civil, criminal, domestic 
relations, and probate matters. (This seat is currently held by Judge McGookey.) 

 
Notwithstanding the current subject matter jurisdiction allocation provisions in R.C. 

2301.03(N), in practice, the three judges of the general, domestic relations, and probate division 
have opted to modify their individual subject matter jurisdiction. Based on the caseload statistical 
reports filed with the Supreme Court of Ohio by each judge in accordance with Sup.R. 37.02, the 
judges are being assigned cases in the following manner: 

 
• Domestic relations and civil cases are assigned only to Judge Binette and Judge Tone. 
 
• Probate cases are assigned only to Judge McGookey. 
 
• Criminal cases are assigned to all three judges. However, the number of new criminal 

cases assigned to Judge McGookey are, on average over the last five years, 20% fewer 
than the number of new criminal cases assigned to Judge Binette and Judge Tone. We 
are unaware of the details concerning the apparent arrangement those three judges have 
made to allocate the criminal caseload in this manner.  

 
If the General Assembly were simply to eliminate the judgeship that commenced on 

February 9, 2009, the two remaining judges—absent some special local arrangement to the 
contrary—would equally share in the court’s entire civil, criminal, domestic relations, and probate 
caseload. 
 
Caseload Analysis 
 

Ordinarily, our approach when assessing a proposal to change the number of judgeships or 
divisional configuration in a court of common pleas, we compare the resulting caseload changes 
with the caseloads in peer courts. To accomplish this, we typically compare the number of 
incoming cases per judge between the subject court and courts with similar configurations. For 
example, the caseloads in a common pleas court with a combined general and domestic relations 
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division would be compared to other court divisions sharing that same subject matter jurisdiction. 
This method allows us to measure the extent to which the change would place the court outside of 
the average number of incoming cases per judge across the set of peer courts. 
 
 Table 2 shows the annual average number of incoming cases in the Erie County Court of 
Common Pleas, General, Domestic Relations, and Probate Division between 2020 and 2024. Also 
included are incoming cases per judge, assuming the division was comprised of two judgeships 
and the assignment of cases was equitably distributed between both judges. Unfortunately, Erie 
County is the only county in Ohio that has a combined general, domestic relations, and probate 
division. Because of that, there are no peer courts against which we can compare the court’s 
caseload. 

 
Table 2. Average Annual Incoming Cases, 2020 through 2024 

 

 
 
 An additional important consideration is the long term trend in incoming cases in the Erie 
County Court of Common Pleas, General, Domestic Relations, and Probate Division. Shown in 
Table 3 is the number of incoming cases per year in the court between 2015 and 2024, along with 
10-year averages. The division’s incoming domestic relations caseloads have generally been 
declining. Its civil and criminal caseloads have fluctuated somewhat but remain near the 10-year 
average of 764 and 582 incoming cases per year, respectively. Notwithstanding a sharp increase 
in 2021, the division’s incoming probate caseloads have remained stable. 
 

Table 3. Incoming Cases, 2015 to 2024 
 

 

Subject Matter
Incoming

Cases
Incoming Cases 

Per Judge
Domestic Relations 522 261
Civil 655 327
Criminal 543 271
Probate 685 342
Total 2,404 1,202

Case Type 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 AVG
Domestic Relations 679 614 566 514 597 572 545 563 457 475 558
Civil 948 912 829 848 826 556 656 656 599 806 764
Criminal 622 540 659 730 554 441 571 565 538 599 582
Probate 665 705 693 679 672 615 755 695 673 685 684
All Case Types 2,914 2,771 2,747 2,771 2,649 2,184 2,527 2,479 2,267 2,565 2,587
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