
Clickable LINKS. Check weekly for more information.

Seventh Grade Crushes Can Goal

As shared earlier this year, it is the tradition of one of our
7th Grade MiniTeams to work annually with Light of Life in
the North Side of Pittsburgh for their Thanksgiving Basket
Opportunity. The Mission provides Thanksgiving dinner
baskets to those in need, and the baskets include
everything from turkey to pie.

This year, the team was able to include participation from
every 7th Grade homeroom for tremendous results. With
last year’s total collection of 983 cans of gravy and cranberry
sauce in mind, they promised to deliver at least 984 cans of
corn to Light of Life this year. But that goal was too easy for
our South Fayette families, as the final total rose to 1,712
cans!

Congratulations 7th Grade, and thank you to everyone who
participated. Your contribution is making a significant
difference for the Light of Life Mission and the people in
need in our region. An extra special thank you is extended
to the Kwiatek family for delivering the donation to the
mission.

As a reminder, Light of Life Thanksgiving Baskets are filled with everything from the turkey to the
pie. Light of Life partners with organizations around the city of Pittsburgh that are investing in
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families in the community. These families have a home, but they don't have the necessary means
to purchase food for a Thanksgiving feast. This year, Light of Life plans to distribute 2,300
Thanksgiving baskets.

Middle School Ranked in Top 0.5%

The U.S. News andWorld Report recently released its 2025 Best
Middle School Rankings and South Fayette Middle School was
ranked #14 out of 2,387 ranked schools in Pennsylvania, placing our
middle schoolers in the top one half percent (0.5%) of educational
institutions in the state! Per the website, “Schools are ranked on
their performance on state-required tests, graduation, and how well
they prepare their students for high school.” Congratulations, SFMS
and to everyone in the District!

Fifth Grader Wins State-Wide Calendar Contest

In early October, the fifth graders in Mrs. Manley’s and Mr.
Caprio’s classes worked on a special project in which each
student entered into the 28th Annual Drug-Free
Calendar artwork contest for the Office of the Attorney
General of Pennsylvania. To our knowledge, there were
thousands of entries overall from across the state, and we
have learned that the artwork of SF fifth grader Yaara
Bilal has been selected to be featured as one of the 12
months in the 2025 calendar!

Yaara has also won money toward a 529 college fund and
has been invited to Harrisburg for a luncheon with PA
Attorney General Michelle Henry to be honored with the
other contest winners. In a letter announcing Yaara’s
achievement, Ms. Henry wrote, “I hope you enjoyed
creating your artwork. I appreciate your helping me to
educate your fellow students across Pennsylvania about
the dangers of drugs and alcohol, and learning to say NO
to DRUGS.” Congratulations, Yaara!
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Reminders

● Nominate/vote forMr. Keener for WPIAL Athletic Director of the Year, a new award available
through a partnership with WPIAL and Snap! Mobile. He can win a $500 gift card for a
weekend getaway plus special recognition on the WPIAL website and social channels.

● Information about Virtual Learning Days is available under Flexible Instruction Days (FID)
from the QR Code on the “What Every Lion Needs to Know” magnet that all families received
at the beginning of the school year.

● Download the WPIAL Official App from both the App Store and Google Play by searching
“WPIAL”, or by visiting the WPIAL Official App page on the league website.

● Campus construction updates are available online at a dedicated page on the district website.

Student and Staff Shout Outs
★ Congratulations Varsity Competitive Cheerleading Team on earning 2nd of 15 teams at a
competition last weekend at 1st Summit Arena and earning a bid to compete at The National
Cheerleading Championship in Disney, at the UCA Regionals!

★ This week’s Lion Card raffle winners at the IS from each grade who have been proudly making safe,
kind, and responsible choices are: 3rd Grade: Teddy Colin and Sienna Tanase; 4th Grade: Owen
Arndt and Paisley Duff; 5th Grade: Jaxson Barlow and Rayna Schirripa. Congratulations and great
job!

★ Congratulations to last week's Lion Pride winners at the ES for the PBIS Program: Kindergarten:
Madison Pilsner and Kellen Stoddard; 1st Grade: Charles Heckman and Sadie LaMendola; 2nd
Grade: Liam McClure and Brendyn Pike. These Super Lions showed that they are Safe, Kind, and
Responsible and will be entered into the ES monthly drawing for the chance at a class or individual
reward of their choice.
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Lions in the News
🦁 The sports section of this week’s Almanac included an article on SF Freshman runner Angela
Zengwith the headline, “Zeng paces South Fayette to Top 8 showing at states.

Events Next Week

November 25 - 27, 2024
No School for Students -
Parent/Teacher Conferences
MS Student-Led Conferences

November 26, 2024
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm,
HS Studio

November 28 - December 2,
2024
School Closed - Fall Break

November 28, 2024
Thanksgiving

Upcoming Dates to Remember

December 2, 2024
Little Lions Early Learning
Academy Lottery Request Period
Opens
School Board Reorganization
Meeting, 7:30 pm, HS Studio

December 4 - 6, 2024
Keystone Exams

December 5, 2024
MS Holiday Chorus Concert, 6
pm, MS Auditorium

December 6, 2024
End of Stuff-A-Bus Toy Drive
Interim Report Cards Available on
Parent Portal

December 10 - 12
Keystone ExamMake-Up Days

December 11, 2024
3rd & 4th Grade Winter Orchestra
Concert, 7 pm, IS Gym
Coffee and Conversation with
District Leadership, 9 - 10 am,
Pride Room

December 12, 2024
MS Holiday Orchestra Concert,
6:30 pm, Auditorium
MS Holiday Band Concert, 8 pm,
Auditorium

December 13, 2024
PTA Holiday Market, 4 - 8 pm, HS
Studio & Theatre Corridor
Carols & Cocoa featuring IS
Beginning Band, 5th Grade Band,
HS Wind Ensemble, 7 pm, IS Gym

December 14, 2024
Breakfast with Santa, 9 - 11 am, HS
Commons
PTA Holiday Market, 10 am - 2 pm,
HS Studio & Theatre Corridor

December 16, 2024
Two-Hour Delay for Students

December 17, 2024
5th Grade Band, Choir & Orff
Ensemble, & Orchestra Concert, 7
pm, HS Theatre

December 18, 2024
HS Music Department Holiday
Concert, 7 pm, HS Theatre

December 19, 2024
ES & IS PTA Holiday Parties

December 20, 2024
Early Dismissal for Winter Break

December 21, 2024
Little Lions Early Learning
Academy Lottery Request Period
Closes
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December 23, 2024 - January
1, 2025
School Closed - Winter Break

December 25, 2024
Christmas Day

December 26, 2024
Hanukkah
Kwanzaa

December 31, 2024
New Year’s Eve

January 1, 2025
New Year’s Day

✉
Have news to share?* Article drafts, flyers, ads, .jpg or .png images can be emailed
to: Jennifer Donovan, Director of Communications at jldonovan@southfayette.org
Deadline: 10 am Thursday prior to release/issue date. Example: newsletter date is
Friday, August 30, submission deadline is 10 am on Thursday, August 29.
*Submission does not guarantee placement in upcoming issue(s).

Community Resources

Fundraisers
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District Events
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Community Activities
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