
 
 

 

 

Clickable LINKS. Check weekly for more information. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

SFHS Earns High Honor from College Board 

This week, the District learned that the College Board has 
awarded SFHS with the AP® Computer Science Female 
Diversity Award for expanding young women’s access to 
Advanced Placement Computer Science A (CSA). Through its 
diversity awards, the AP Program is acknowledging 1,153 
schools for their work toward improving female representation 
during the 2023-24 school year. SFHS is one of only 237 schools 
to achieve this accomplishment for AP CSA. 
 
In their notification, the College Board noted how SFHS is 
preparing “female students for the in-demand jobs of the 
future and giving them the opportunity to help solve some of 
society's most challenging problems.”   

 

Also noteworthy, the AP CSA course is taught by female instructor Ms. McCullough, and leading up 
to the AP level, SF students learn from another female teacher, Ms. Lortz.  
 
The District is extremely proud of this honor and the efforts of our faculty and staff in growing the 
computer science program for all students.  
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tnYj8M7Go4TJ6M9BwRc8neWGqHAlHfmaESH7DPTtRhk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QcsLMEpYK1FUuiC6uSrMiPgpZaFKoX8fwEcjY4FnmWI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DICb2L-nwzK9Q7uyFqpOLus9a9Wmb21D2wrl-__jEyw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/172CHqEe8TmQjRinXb-W4RdkgneEwff3JtPEstUPooq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D4YirU-_EAhQi7-sEgDHGAZrnTGjDuxWC4SwHB_bGVc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.southfayette.org/protected/MasterCalendar.aspx
https://www.southfayette.org/CurrentJobOpenings.aspx
https://south-fayette.bigteams.com/main/calendar/


 
 

18 Under Eighteen Honorees Announced 

Congratulations to seniors Nandana Menon and 
Caroline Praveen who have been named to the 
Junior Achievement of Western PA (JA) 2025 18 
Under Eighteen honoree class, presented by the 
EQT Foundation.  
 
Both young women have very impressive 
qualifications which can be viewed on the 
district homepage.  
 
Since the program’s inception in 2022, South 
Fayette has boasted at least two of the eighteen 
honorees each year.   

 
 

Be B-b-b-brrrrave and Join the Polar Plunge! 

It’s the time of year for the annual Polar Plunge! 
Consider joining SF’s Polar Plunge team to support 
Special Olympics and Unified Sports. The Plunge 
takes place on Friday, February 21, 2025, from 9 am to 
Noon at Acrisure Stadium. Students and staff will 
travel to the Polar Plunge event and then return to 
school for hot chocolate. Lunch is also included.  
 
This year, the SF team’s theme is "Totally 80s!” 
Participants are invited to embrace this theme as 
much, or as little, as they’d like.   
 
Click here to register or donate to the team.  
 

 

Post-plunge in 2024. 
 
 

Top District Jobs 
 

 

Apply here 
 

Apply here 
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https://www.southfayette.org/protected/ArticleView.aspx?iid=50030B&dasi=4GBYB
https://give.specialolympicspa.org/team/623770
https://southfayettepe.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=226
https://southfayettepe.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=236


 
 

Apply here 

 

Apply here 

 
Apply here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to view all open employment 
opportunities within the District.  

Attention Students! 
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https://southfayettepe.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=238
https://southfayettepe.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=239
https://southfayettepe.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=240
https://southfayettepe.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
http://bit.ly/StudentCustodian


 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Reminders 

●​ Vote for Pranita Chakkingal’s “I Voted” sticker by Monday, January 27, 2025. Help her win this 
contest in Allegheny County. 

●​ Class of 2025 - don't forget to order your Cap and Gown through Jostens. 
●​ Information about Virtual Learning Days is available under Flexible Instruction Days (FID) 

from the QR Code on the “What Every Lion Needs to Know” magnet that all families received 
at the beginning of the school year.  

●​ Campus construction updates are available online at a dedicated page on the district website. 
Information for submitting bids for the Intermediate School project is now available.   

 
 

Student and Staff Shout Outs 

★ Congratulations to Angela Zeng and Dulaney Schumaker who both set new school records while 
participating in the Indoor Track meet at Youngstown State University this past Saturday. Angela 
finished the 3200-meter race in 11 minutes and 23 seconds, and Delaney completed the 60-meter 
hurdles in 9.18 seconds.  
 

★ Bravo senior swimmer Josh Grimenstein for setting a new school record in the 100 yard butterfly! 
 

★ Cheers to Boran Bircan who finished first in SFHS’s first Fortnite tournament recognizing the 
culmination of the first Esports course! Other top players included Prateek Alwal who finished 
second and Nick Young in third.  

 
 

★ Way to go Ella Trahan for placing first in her wrestling weight class at the 2025 Blue Devils Girls 
Winter Classic at Mt. Lebanon last weekend!   
 

★ Lots of Lion Pride for Sydney Restivo and the Boys 4 x 100 Freestyle Relay Team for qualifying for 
WPIALS in swimming and diving. Alex Lou, DJ Poe, and Abby Poe, who had already achieved 
WPIAL qualifications, have added more events to their WPIAL competition lists since last shared in 
the December 20, 2024, newsletter. Woo-hoo! 
 

★ Congratulations to the Lion Pride winners at the ES for the PBIS Program for last week: 
Kindergarten: Luca Balla, Callie Lapinski, Josephine Rossi, and Kyla Wilson; 1st Grade: Isaiah 
Flickinger, Christian Manly, Daisy McCracken, and Sreesha Venkatesh; 2nd Grade: Tristan Ging, 
Frankie Pavlick, Richie Pustovrh, and Roman Talotta. These Super Lions showed that they are Safe, 
Kind, and Responsible and will be entered into the ES monthly drawing for the chance at a class or 
individual reward of their choice. 
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https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Government/Elections/I-Voted-Sticker-Contest
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productDetail/1044618/SOUTH-FAYETTE-HIGH-SCHOOL/Cap-and-Gown/2473299299/CATALOG_REPOSITORY/Cap-and-Gown-Unit/2473299362
https://www.southfayette.org/ConstructionUpdates.aspx


 
 

 

Lions in the News 
🦁 SF’s Competitive Spirit Team was featured in the January 12 issue of the Almanac to showcase 
their WPIAL Class 3A championship win.  
 

🦁 Juju Leroux’s return to the basketball court after an ankle injury was chronicled in both the 
Post-Gazette and the Observer-Reporter last week.  
 

🦁 The Pittsburgh Union Progress featured multiple photos of the Lady Lions Basketball victory 
over Chartiers Valley.  

 
 
 

Events Next Week 

January 20, 2025 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
No School for Students 

January 21, 2025 
Act 34 Hearing, 6:30 pm, HS 
Studio 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

January 23, 2025 
College Planning Night, HS 6:30 
pm 

January 24, 2025  
Report Cards available on Parent 
Portal 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

January 28, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

January 29, 2025 
Lunar New Year 

February 2, 2025 
Groundhog Day 

February 5, 2025 
5th Grade Drama Club Play, 7 pm, 
IS Gym 
AP Curriculum Night, 7 pm, HS 
Commons 

February 10, 2025 
Two-Hour Delay for Students 

February 12, 2025 
ASVAB Testing, 7:30 - 10 am, HS 
PTA General Membership 
Meeting, 7 pm, IS Cafeteria 
HS Wind Ensemble, Orchestra, & 
Jazz Band Concert, 7 pm, Theatre 

February 14, 2025 
Valentine’s Day 
ES & IS Valentine’s Day Parties 

February 17, 2025 
School Closed - Presidents’ Day 

February 18, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

February 19, 2025 
HS Parent Info & Scheduling 
Night, 7 pm, Theatre 

February 25, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

February 27, 2025 
MS Musical, 7 pm, MS Auditorium 

February 28, 2025 
Ramadan 
Interim Report Cards Available on 
Parent Portal 
Best Buddies Mardi Gras Dance, 6 
- 9 pm, HS Commons 
MS Musical, 7 pm, MS Auditorium 

March 1, 2025 
MS Musical, 2 pm, MS Auditorium 

March 3 - 7, 2025 
ES PTA Book Fair 
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https://www.post-gazette.com/sports/high-school-basketball/2025/01/09/wpial-haylie-lamonde-lailah-wright-colts/stories/202501070112
https://www.observer-reporter.com/sports/high_school_sports/2025/jan/09/leroux-returns-from-injury-sparks-south-fayette-in-rout-of-cv/
https://www.unionprogress.com/2025/01/10/thursday-basketball-rundown-shady-side-academy-blows-past-greensburg-central-catholic-to-remain-unbeaten-juju-leroux-returns-to-lineup-leads-south-fayette-past-chartiers-valley/


 
 

March 3, 2025 
ES Family Reading Night, 6:30 
pm 

March 5, 2025 
Ash Wednesday 

March 7, 2025 
Mini-THON District-Wide “Blue 
Out” 
Mini-THON HS Stall Day 
IS Battle of the Books (Grades 4 & 
5), 6:30 pm 

March 9, 2025 
Daylight Saving Time begins 

March 10, 2025 
Two-Hour Delay for Students 

March 12, 2025 
MS PAC Meeting, 9 am 

March 14, 2025 
Holi 
HS Spring Musical, 7 pm, HS 
Theatre 

March 15, 2025 
HS Spring Musical, 7 pm, HS 
Theatre 

March 16, 2025 
HS Spring Musical, 2 pm, HS 
Theatre 

March 17, 2025 
St. Patrick’s Day 

March 18, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

March 25, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

March 27, 2025 
End of 3rd Quarter 
Early Dismissal for all students 
Celebration of Excellence in 
Learning at all schools 
4th Grade Orchestra Spring 
Concert, 7 pm, IS Gym 

March 28, 2025 
No School for Students 

March 31, 2025 
Eid Al-Fitr 
No School for Students 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

✉ 
 

Have news to share?* Article drafts, flyers, ads, .jpg or .png images can be emailed 
to: Jennifer Donovan, Director of Communications at jldonovan@southfayette.org 
Deadline: 10 am Thursday prior to release/issue date. Example: newsletter date is 
Friday, August 30, submission deadline is 10 am on Thursday, August 29.  
*Submission does not guarantee placement in upcoming issue(s). 
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mailto:jldonovan@southfayette.org


 
 
 

Community Resources 

Fundraisers 

 

District Events 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cu_tbMbwzcFRsFVAEcQ8hGt65uJ7vOqL/view?usp=sharing
https://www.southfayette.org/WelcometoKindergarten.aspx
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http://www.steelcityaquatics.org
http://www.steelcityaquatics.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZfK940H5lSsC06t9KVh7DX-qkr5UjxWxpUKIcgO4D_jC_bw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://web.cvent.com/event/1a8b58a9-2d60-4779-a3e7-e3f47467a7a6/summary


 
 

 

Community Activities 
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https://leagues.bluesombrero.com/sfbsa/
https://southfayette.librarycalendar.com/event/copy-teen-after-hours-black-light-paint-night-7016
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https://southfayette.librarycalendar.com/events/list?keywords=Storytelling
https://southfayette.librarycalendar.com/events/list?keywords=lego
https://southfayette.librarycalendar.com/events/list?keywords=jigsaw
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http://www.phrhl.com
http://southfayettepa.com/recreation
https://pasfayetteweb.myvscloud.com/webtrac/web/iteminfo.html?Module=AR&FMID=12307413

