
 
 

 

 

Clickable LINKS. Check weekly for more information. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Safety is not Limited by FID 

So far this school year, the District has enacted four 
Virtual Instruction Days due to weather/road 
conditions/ dangerously low temperatures. These 
dates have included January 3, 6, 16, and 22.  
 
While SFTSD has been granted a maximum of five 
Flexible Instruction Days (FID) through the PA 
Department of Education, students and families  

can be assured that if inclement weather continues to be a challenge this season, the District can 
utilize virtual instruction as often as needed.  
 
District administration recently consulted with the Pennsylvania Department of Education to 
confirm that there is nothing in school code that precludes a district from moving from in-person 
learning to virtual instruction. Therefore, should we use our fifth and final FID and additional virtual 
instruction days are needed, we can continue offering virtual instruction without adjusting or 
lengthening the current 2024-25 academic year calendar.  
 
In-school instruction is always the District preference, however, virtual instruction remains a viable 
option when holding classes in-person presents safety concerns. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tnYj8M7Go4TJ6M9BwRc8neWGqHAlHfmaESH7DPTtRhk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QcsLMEpYK1FUuiC6uSrMiPgpZaFKoX8fwEcjY4FnmWI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DICb2L-nwzK9Q7uyFqpOLus9a9Wmb21D2wrl-__jEyw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/172CHqEe8TmQjRinXb-W4RdkgneEwff3JtPEstUPooq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D4YirU-_EAhQi7-sEgDHGAZrnTGjDuxWC4SwHB_bGVc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.southfayette.org/protected/MasterCalendar.aspx
https://www.southfayette.org/CurrentJobOpenings.aspx
https://south-fayette.bigteams.com/main/calendar/


 
 

 

American Heart Challenge Keeps Beating at SF 

Our local American Heart 
Association Representative for 
School Engagement, and proud 
SF parent, Ashley Collins, is very 
excited that all four District 
schools are participating in this 
year’s American Heart 
Challenge. Our Middle School 
students have already done an 
incredible job with their 
challenge, and today kicks off 
the efforts of the ES. The IS will 
begin their challenge on 
February 3 with the HS 
following on Valentine’s Day. 
 
Let’s see if 100% of our students, 
staff, and families can learn the 
critical life saving skill of 
Hands-Only CPR, utilize the 
health and wellness resources 
available, and help kids with 
special hearts. To participate, 
register at heart.org/schools and 
download the free “AHA 
Schools” app. Then complete 
Finn’s Mission through which 
you’ll learn the life saving skill of 
Hands-Only CPR and how to 
recognize a stroke. Complete 
the 7 steps and be entered to 
win two Super Bowl tickets! 

 

Did you know we have our very own local Youth Heart Ambassador, Grayson Cannon, in the 
Intermediate school? He and his family have shared his story to spread more awareness, and it’s 
available for you to read above. 
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http://heart.org/schools


 
 

Top District Jobs 
 

 

Apply here 

 

 

Apply here 

 
Apply here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to view all open employment 
opportunities within the District.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminders 

●​ Vote for Pranita Chakkingal’s “I Voted” sticker by Monday, January 27, 2025. Help her win this 
contest in Allegheny County. 

●​ Class of 2025 - don't forget to order your Cap and Gown through Jostens. 
●​ Information about Virtual Learning Days is available under Flexible Instruction Days (FID) 

from the QR Code on the “What Every Lion Needs to Know” magnet that all families received 
at the beginning of the school year.  

●​ Campus construction updates are available online at a dedicated page on the district website. 
Information for submitting bids for the Intermediate School project is now available.   

 
 

Student and Staff Shout Outs 

★ Good luck to Owen Chiappetta, Trevor D'Alessandro, Eli Petter, and Nathaniel Keller who are 
playing this Sunday, January 26, in the PIHL AAA Hockey All Star game! The puck drops at 7:20 pm at 
Robert Morris Island Sports Center. 
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https://southfayettepe.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=226
https://southfayettepe.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=234
https://southfayettepe.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=241
https://southfayettepe.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
https://www.alleghenycounty.us/Government/Elections/I-Voted-Sticker-Contest
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productDetail/1044618/SOUTH-FAYETTE-HIGH-SCHOOL/Cap-and-Gown/2473299299/CATALOG_REPOSITORY/Cap-and-Gown-Unit/2473299362
https://www.southfayette.org/ConstructionUpdates.aspx


 
 

 

★ Congratulations to Akshath Giridhar for winning the Best Delegate Award for Outer Space Affairs 
at the Duquesne Model UN Conference last Friday, and to the entire SF Model UN Club for a great 
day of competition! 
 

★ Cheers to the Middle School writers who recently learned that their 100-word stories are being 
published by the Young Writers organization: 8th graders Ayush Kathale and Dolika Yajna Havishya 
Varadi  and 7th graders Diya Thirumurugan, Diya Patel, and Nithin Raja all participated in the 
Fright Club Writing Contest, and 6th grader Anushka Joshi's submission to the Scary Tales Writing 
Contest was also chosen for publication. 
 
★ Bravo sixth grader Vishnu Sreekumar who finished in third in the 2025 New Year's Music 
Competition as part of the online Charleston International Music Competition. Vishnu’s performance 
of Concerto No. 2 in G Major Op. 13 by F. Seitz on the violin can be viewed here.  
 

★ At the indoor track meet at Youngstown State University last weekend, new school records were 
achieved in two events: Luke Gillen in the 400-meter race finished at 51.15 seconds and Angela Zeng 
wrapped up the 1600-meter run in 5 minutes and 10.57 seconds. Fantastic! 
 

★ Ella Trahan and Azlynn Dean finished 3rd and 6th, respectively, in their wrestling weight classes 
at the 2nd Annual Sharpsville Girls Battle Against Breast Cancer Tournament. Nice work! 
 

★ Way to go to the following Varsity Wrestlers who placed in their respective weight classes at the 
Allegheny County Wrestling Tournament last weekend: Luke Dunlap 2nd, Talan Mizenko 4th, Brock 
Dennison 6th, and Peter Leventis 7th.  
 

★ Congrats to our Jr High Wrestling Team who finished 4-1 at the Bebout Brawl Team Tournament 
last Saturday, defeating Hampton, Brownsville, Ringgold, and Shaler. Clark Julius and Connor Dean 
both went undefeated that day. 
 

★  Announcing the IS Lion Card raffle winners from the past two weeks! Students from each grade 
who have been proudly making safe, kind, and responsible choices are: 3rd Grade: Alexa Culp, Gloria 
Greenwood, Shlok Patel, and Brady Quirk; 4th Grade: Rosie Manly, Alayna Morton, Nathan Spink, 
and Zane Willy; 5th Grade: Mason Forrester, Vienna Monz, Neil Pathak, and Garrett Pitts. 
Congratulations and great job! 
 

★ Congratulations to the Lion Pride winners at the ES for the PBIS Program for last week: 
Kindergarten: Alma Fryer, Paisley Mrenak, Remington Reagan, and Juno Spears; 1st Grade: 
Adeline Dunn, Diva Lakhani, Valia Silko, and Evelyn Tripodi; 2nd Grade: Ryan Graham, Brooks 
Petruska, Adhrit Shah, and Milo Sommerer. These Super Lions showed that they are Safe, Kind, and 
Responsible and will be entered into the ES monthly drawing for the chance at a class or individual 
reward of their choice. 
 
 
 

 

Lions in the News 
🦁 Pittsburgh Union Progress highlighted Lady Lions basketball player Ryan Oldaker along with 
her mother, Dori Oldaker, in an article this week.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDGWDMz0yW8&list=PLgdkUhRgoAHpvFnB1UUAGyf3YKd8PVdHR
https://www.unionprogress.com/2025/01/22/as-mom-receives-call-to-wpial-hall-of-fame-ryan-oldaker-bounces-back-from-injury-to-fuel-a-south-fayette-team-hunting-a-fourth-straight-wpial-class-5a-championship/


 
 

Events Next Week 

January 28, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

January 29, 2025 
Lunar New Year 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

February 2, 2025 
Groundhog Day 

February 5, 2025 
5th Grade Drama Club Play, 7 pm, 
IS Gym 
Scheduling Information/AP 
Curriculum Night, 7 pm, HS 
Commons 

February 10, 2025 
Two-Hour Delay for Students 

February 12, 2025 
ASVAB Testing, 7:30 - 10 am, HS 
PTA General Membership 
Meeting, 7 pm, IS Cafeteria 
HS Wind Ensemble, Orchestra, & 
Jazz Band Concert, 7 pm, Theatre 

February 14, 2025 
Valentine’s Day 
ES & IS Valentine’s Day Parties 

February 17, 2025 
School Closed - Presidents’ Day 

February 18, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

February 19, 2025 
HS Parent Info & Scheduling 
Night, 7 pm, Theatre 

February 25, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

February 27, 2025 
MS Musical, 7 pm, MS Auditorium 

February 28, 2025 
Ramadan 
Interim Report Cards Available on 
Parent Portal 
Best Buddies Mardi Gras Dance, 6 
- 9 pm, HS Commons 
MS Musical, 7 pm, MS Auditorium 

March 1, 2025 
MS Musical, 2 pm, MS Auditorium 

March 3 - 7, 2025 
ES PTA Book Fair 

March 3, 2025 
ES Family Reading Night, 6:30 
pm 

March 5, 2025 
Ash Wednesday 

March 7, 2025 
Mini-THON District-Wide “Blue 
Out” 
Mini-THON HS Stall Day 
IS Battle of the Books (Grades 4 & 
5), 6:30 pm 

March 9, 2025 
Daylight Saving Time begins 

March 10, 2025 
Two-Hour Delay for Students 

March 12, 2025 
MS PAC Meeting, 9 am 

March 14, 2025 
Holi 
HS Spring Musical, 7 pm, HS 
Theatre 

March 15, 2025 
HS Spring Musical, 7 pm, HS 
Theatre 
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March 16, 2025 
HS Spring Musical, 2 pm, HS 
Theatre 

March 17, 2025 
St. Patrick’s Day 

March 18, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

March 25, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

March 27, 2025 
End of 3rd Quarter 
Early Dismissal for all students 
Celebration of Excellence in 
Learning at all schools 
4th Grade Orchestra Spring 
Concert, 7 pm, IS Gym 

March 28, 2025 
No School for Students 

March 31, 2025 
Eid Al-Fitr 
No School for Students 

  

 
 
 
 
 

✉ 
 

Have news to share?* Article drafts, flyers, ads, .jpg or .png images can be emailed 
to: Jennifer Donovan, Director of Communications at jldonovan@southfayette.org 
Deadline: 10 am Thursday prior to release/issue date. Example: newsletter date is 
Friday, August 30, submission deadline is 10 am on Thursday, August 29.  
*Submission does not guarantee placement in upcoming issue(s). 

 
 
 

Community Resources 

District Fundraisers 
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mailto:jldonovan@southfayette.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cu_tbMbwzcFRsFVAEcQ8hGt65uJ7vOqL/view?usp=sharing


 
 

District Events 

  

Click to watch an amazing student video! 
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https://www.southfayette.org/WelcometoKindergarten.aspx
https://youtu.be/RmZFIiQQMXc
http://www.steelcityaquatics.org
http://www.steelcityaquatics.org
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZfK940H5lSsC06t9KVh7DX-qkr5UjxWxpUKIcgO4D_jC_bw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://web.cvent.com/event/1a8b58a9-2d60-4779-a3e7-e3f47467a7a6/summary


 
 

Community Activities 
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https://southfayette.librarycalendar.com/event/copy-teen-after-hours-black-light-paint-night-7016
https://southfayette.librarycalendar.com/events/list?keywords=jigsaw
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https://southfayette.librarycalendar.com/events/list?keywords=Storytelling
https://southfayette.librarycalendar.com/events/list?keywords=lego
http://southfayettepa.com/recreation
http://southfayettepa.com/recreation
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http://www.phrhl.com
http://southfayettepa.com/recreation
https://pasfayetteweb.myvscloud.com/webtrac/web/iteminfo.html?Module=AR&FMID=12307413

