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To the members of our community impacted by the flooding, our thoughts are with you.
We are thankful for your safety and for the fast action and safety of emergency responders.

Please let us know how we can best offer support.

LGM Earns Grand Marshall Award

This weekMs. Carranzawas notified that the
Little Green Machinemarching band was
declared the recipient of The Grand Marshall
Award for best overall entry in Pittsburgh's St.
Patrick's Day Parade. This is the first time the LGM
has won the top award in the parade and the
honor will be presented Monday evening at an
award ceremony. Last year, the LGM earned The
County Executive’s Award for Best School Band
from Allegheny County. Congratulations!
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Junior Student Earns Opportunity to Be a Disney Dreamer

Nandana in Disney with 4x Olympic gold
medalist Sanya Richard-Ross

Junior Nandana Menon spent last weekend in
Walt Disney World as part of the Disney Dreamers
Academy Class of 2024. It was four days spent
with 99 other ambitious, motivated students like
herself who were chosen from 10,000 applicants
nationwide. They participated in unforgettable
career workshops and networking opportunities
while forming bonds that will last a lifetime.

Nandana said, “I wish I could stay there forever….
The connections we made were out of this world.”

Some highlights for Nandana included
participating in a workshop with Daymond John
from ABC’s “Shark Tank” and riding on a float in a
parade through the Magic Kingdom.

Student Government Earns Gold

For its exemplary record of leadership, service and activities
that improve the school and community, the SFHS Student
Government has been recognized as a 2024 National Gold
Council of Excellence by the National Association of Student
Councils (NASC).

This is the sixth consecutive year that our student government
has earned this recognition, and, per Dr. Yerace, “This award is
a testament to all of the hard work our students perform on
behalf of others. We are proud that we provide an opportunity
for any student at South Fayette to give back to others while
developing as leaders.”

“Receiving a National Gold Council of Excellence Award reflects the amazing dedication of the
students and school to make their community a better place,” said NASSP CEO Ronn Nozoe.
“South Fayette has gone above and beyond in elevating student voice to ensure they are
establishing a positive climate and culture, as well as fostering academic and social growth for
all.”

Some examples of the work in which Student Government participates include Mini-THON,
Stuff-A-Bus, Homecoming Carnival, voter registration, and Superintendent’s Leadership Advisory
Committee.
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https://www.disneydreamersacademy.com/
https://www.disneydreamersacademy.com/
https://www.natstuco.org/
https://www.natstuco.org/


Uncommon Conference Brought Students Together

April 9, 2024, marked SFHS’s fourth
annual Uncommon Conference,
which, for the first time, was held
during the school day instead of on
the weekend. A standing-room only
crowd included nearly 200 students
and advisors from Aliquippa, Deer
Lakes, Gateway, Hampton,
McKeesport, Mt. Lebanon, Northgate,
Penn Trafford, Quaker Valley, Seneca
Valley, South Allegheny, Upper St.
Clair, and Winchester Thurston high
schools in addition to South Fayette.

Organized by the students in SHOUT,
the Conference is an opportunity to
bring students together to celebrate
their differences and, in doing so,

recognize just howmuch they have in common. It included keynote speakers Emmai Alaquiva
and Selecta who focused on how Hip Hop is a metaphor for life, a religions of the world panel
discussion, an art installation with Muslim artist Ebtehal Badawi of Pittsburgh Builds Bridges,
dance, music, henna art, and more. The theme for 2024 was “Each of us needs all of us to
become the best of us.”

“The collective efforts of our students, faculty, and staff not only made this conference a
landmark event but also helped plant the seeds of change and progress within Southwestern
Pennsylvania,” said Dr. Herring. “Together, all of the schools represented set a new benchmark
for what we can achieve as a community united in diversity and driven by a shared
commitment to making our districts more inclusive, equitable, and welcoming places.”

Reminders

● PSSA testing will take place in the IS and MS in mid to late April and early May. Please
refer to communications from school principals regarding absences and other
important testing instructions.

● South Fayette is participating in the 11th annual free Disability & Mental Health Summit
on April 18-19, 2024, at Beth El Congregation of the South Hills which includes a Transition
Fair for high schoolers on Thursday evening. If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Dr. Bell
at clbell@southfayette.org by April 12.
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● The SF Foundation for Excellence is hosting its 11th annual golf outing on July 22, 2024!
Create a foursome and register here. And/or help with the multiple levels of sponsorship
that are available as all are welcome and appreciated. Thank you for participating!

● At least one host family is needed for the Rotary Youth Exchange Program. If you are
interested in volunteering to host a student for a minimum of five months up to the
entire 2024-25 school year, please contact Dr. Yerace orMr. Butts at the High School.
More information about the program can be found here.

● You can purchase tickets for the district Kennywood Day on June 20 using promo code
“southfayette” or buy a Good Any Day Ticket valid through July 14 using promo code
“southfayetteflex.” Follow these instructions when making your purchase.

Student and Sta� Shout Outs

★ Congratulations to our students who participated in the FBLA State Leadership Conference
in Hershey, PA, April 7 - April 10, 2024. Big winners were Twisha Trivediwith 1st Place in Public
Speaking, Pavithra Dantuwith 3rd Place in Human Resource Management, and Srishti
Swaminathanwith 5th in Business Communication. Both Twisha and Pavithra are now
National Qualifiers! The National Leadership Conference takes place at the end of June in
Orlando, FL.

★Way to go Girls Track Team on going 6-0 and winning their 4th straight WPIAL Section
Championship!

★ Congratulations to the most recent recipients of the ES Principals’ Pride Award! From
Kindergarten: Brayden Gensler, Kaia Radicic, andMokshitha Vonteru; from First Grade:
Caleb Devereux, Raea Gilbert, and Sisira Koneru; and from Second Grade: Luke Bilodeau,
Cooper Coble, AJ Collavo, Parker Graham, Lucio Salguero, Avery Scureman, Savannah
Statts, Addie Walter, and Keaton Zapf.

Lions in the News

🦁 The Almanac includedMichael Plasko among its 2024 Boys Basketball All Stars First Team
and Gavin Orosz on the Second Team. Nico Lamonde and Gino Satira received Honorable
Mentions.

🦁Michael Plaskowas also named to the Observer-Reporter’s 2024 All-District Boys
Basketball First Team.

🦁 In the April 7 issue of The Almanac, CJ Inkenhaus, Ayaan Soni and Lily Shuey were
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featured for their upcoming participation in the PMEA All-State festival.

🦁 The Almanac also ran an article highlighting our district’s Best Communities for Music
Education designation.

🦁 The Pittsburgh Union Progress is spreading the word aboutMaddie Cavenaugh’s many
talents on the softball field.

🦁 An article declaring that “South Fayette Topples Bethel Park” in baseball ran in The
Almanac.

Events Next Week

April 13, 2024
ACT Testing

April 16, 2024
School Board Meeting

April 18, 2024
Early Dismissal - Celebration of
Excellence in Learning
Grade 4 Orchestra Spring Concert
High School Transition Fair at
Beth El Congregation South Hills

April 19, 2024
No School for Students - Staff
Development
Sensory Friendly Movie Night at
IMS showing “Frozen”

Upcoming Dates to Remember

April 22, 2024
Passover
Earth Day
PSSA, ELA, Grades 3-8

April 22 - 26, 2024
ES Book Fair

April 23, 2024
PSSA, ELA, Grades 3-8
School Board Meeting

April 24, 2024
PSSA, ELA, Grades 3-8
Coffee & Conversation with
District Leadership
NHS Induction Ceremony

April 25, 2024
Take Your Child to Work Day
Spring Chorus and Orchestra
Concert

April 26 - 27, 2024
Mini-THON

April 28, 2024
ES/IS PTA Family Bingo

April 29, 2024
2-Hour Late Start - Staff
Development
HS Best of Our Best Awards

April 30, 2024
PSSA, Math, Grades 3-8
4th Grade Performing Arts Club
Performance

May 1, 2024
PSSA, Math, Grades 3-8
Virtual PAC Meeting, Grade 5
Parents

May 2, 2024
PSSA, Science, Grades 3-8
Speaker Series welcomes SF’s
Champions of Hope. Register.
Spring Band-O-Rama Concert

May 3, 2024
PSSA, Science, Grades 3-8
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May 6-10, 2024
IS Book Fair

May 8, 2024
MS & HS Jazz Ensemble &
Percussion Ensemble Concert

May 10, 2024
Prom

May 13, 2024
2-Hour Late Start - Staff
Development

May 23, 2024
Last Day of Little Lions Learning
Academy

May 24, 2024
Last Day for Seniors

May 27, 2024
Memorial Day - District Closed

June 4, 2024
Early Dismissal - Last Day of
School
Commencement

June 20, 2024
Kennywood Day

July 22, 2024
SFFE 11th Annual Golf Outing

✉
Have news to share?* Article drafts, flyers, .jpg or .png images can be emailed to:
Jennifer Donovan, Director of Communications at jldonovan@southfayette.org
*Submission does not guarantee placement in upcoming issue(s).

Community Resources
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Click to Register
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