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SF Esports Expands to Include a Unified Team 

Esports is growing at South Fayette! In 
addition to teams in the Middle and 
High schools, the district recently 
began competing in a Unified Esports 
league.  
 
The Fox Chapel Area School District 
was awarded a $35,000 Moonshot 
Grant from The Grable Foundation and 
the Claude Worthington Benedum 
Foundation, as well as an additional 
grant from PlayVRS for equipment and 
gaming codes. They invited South 
Fayette, along with Pittsburgh Public, 
Freeport Area, and Beaver Area school 
districts to team with them on an 
after-school Unified Esports league. 
The league is the first of its kind in  
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tnYj8M7Go4TJ6M9BwRc8neWGqHAlHfmaESH7DPTtRhk/edit?usp=sharing
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DICb2L-nwzK9Q7uyFqpOLus9a9Wmb21D2wrl-__jEyw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/172CHqEe8TmQjRinXb-W4RdkgneEwff3JtPEstUPooq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D4YirU-_EAhQi7-sEgDHGAZrnTGjDuxWC4SwHB_bGVc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.southfayette.org/protected/MasterCalendar.aspx
https://www.southfayette.org/CurrentJobOpenings.aspx
https://south-fayette.bigteams.com/main/calendar/


 
 

Pennsylvania, and only the second one in the nation. Participants in grades 6 - 12 compete in Mario 
Kart and Super Smash Bros.  
 
Describing the Unified Esports league, Dr. Megan Collett, the executive director of instructional and 
innovative leadership in the Fox Chapel Area School District, said that it emphasizes that “all 
students, regardless of ability or neurodiversity, bring unique skills to the table – or in this case, to the 
screen. It moves beyond ‘inclusion’ to ‘equity,’ where all participants are equally valued and 
contribute to the team’s success.”  

She added, “Rather than utilizing conventional means, it uses gaming technology to foster 
teamwork, problem-solving, and empathy in a way that feels relevant and exciting to today’s 
learners. It also disrupts conventional approaches by integrating students from diverse geographic, 
socioeconomic, and ability backgrounds, ensuring that every student has access to the same 
opportunities and tools.” 

South Fayette’s two Unified Esports teams kicked off their season on Wednesday playing Mario Kart 
online against teams from East Noble HS in Indiana and Plano HS in Illinois.  

 
 

Senior Sparks National Spotlight 

 

Senior Nandana Menon was recognized on a national 
level this week when she won the SXSW EDU Student 
Impact Challenge after pitching her app called Spark at 
their event in Austin, TX.  
 
As described on the SXSWEDU.com website, “Spark is a 
highly developed prototype that provides 
comprehensive resources and engaging activities for 
children with autism while equipping caregivers and 
[therapists] with collaborative monitoring and 
configuration tools. The application embraces the 
unique needs of children on the spectrum, offering a 
safe and enriching environment for growth and 
development, advancing them at the appropriate pace, 
while providing key data to caregivers. 
 
“The Student Impact Challenge celebrates what youth 
leaders are doing to improve facets of society through 
projects and solutions they develop to address social, 
economic, and environmental issues. It also provides 
high school students who are making an impact in their  

community with an opportunity to share their talents, validate and refine their ideas, and gain 
experience.” 
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https://www.sxswedu.com/news/2025/student-impact-challenge-winner/


 
 

Nandana competed against five finalists from Nigeria, Brazil, and Canada as well as Virginia and 
Washington.  She launched her app last fall and also runs a non-profit called Autism Unity Initiative 
(AUI), which provides vital resources and support for individuals diagnosed with autism, as well as 
their caregivers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Job Opportunities 
 

 
 

Apply here 

 

 
 

Apply here 

 

Apply here 

 

Apply here 

Click here to view all open employment opportunities within the District.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminders 

●​ Kennywood Day is Wednesday, June 18, 2025. Purchase your tickets prior to June 4 for as low 
as $31.99 each. Click here for instructions.  
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●​ If your family anticipates an extended, international trip during the second semester, you 
must complete this Google Form for review and pre-approval. This form is also available under 
the Parents section of the district website. 

●​ South Fayette Township Parks & Recreation is hiring Summer Camp Counselors and Splash  
Pad Park Attendants at $13/hr. Must be age 16+. Apply online.   

●​ Kindergarten registration for 2025-2026 is now available online.  
●​ It’s time to think about summer activities for your kids! Kidsburgh has released their list of 

camps and it includes the AHN Chill Project Summer Program at SFMS this summer.  
●​ Information about Virtual Learning Days is available under Flexible Instruction Days (FID) 

from the QR Code on the “What Every Lion Needs to Know” magnet that all families received 
at the beginning of the school year.  

●​ Campus construction updates are available online at a dedicated page on the district website.  
 
 
 
 

Student and Staff Shout Outs 

★ Spring sports are kicking off with several scrimmages this weekend. Good luck to all of our 
athletes and coaches on a fantastic season!  
 
★ Congratulations to four students, Andrew Carson, Rohith Galla, Dhruv Kithany, and Srishti 
Swaminathan who all learned this week that they have moved on to be Finalists in the 2025 National 
Merit Scholarship Competition. They now have the opportunity to be selected for a $2,500 merit 
scholarship. 
 
★ Wishing the best of luck to junior Ella Trahan who is at the Girls’ PIAA Individual State Wrestling 
Championship in Hershey right now! She wrestles as part of a co-op with Ft. Cherry High School and 
finished third in her weight class last weekend at the PIAA West Regional Tournament.  
 
★ Also wishing all the best to senior Talan Mizenko who is in Hershey right now competing in the 
Boys’ PIAA Individual State Wrestling Championships! He also finished third in his weight class last 
weekend at the PIAA West Regional Tournament. 
 
★ Congratulations to our youth wrestlers who competed last weekend in the Keystone Southwest 
Regional Youth Qualifier Wrestling Tournament and are now eligible for the State Championships! In 
their respective age groups and weight classes, 4th grader Cael Dennison finished 2nd; 3rd grader 
Rhea Karas took 1st; 3rd grader Noah McPherson finished 4th; 2nd grader Willow Powell finished 
2nd; and 3rd grader Parker Stumph took 3rd! Great job everyone! 
  
★ In addition to the sixth graders (mentioned in last week’s issue) who represented SFMS at the 
PMEA Elementary String Fest last Friday, we are also very proud of the fifth graders who attended 
from SFIS: Zoe Chen, Miles Cheng, Xavier Huber, and Anna Lee. 
 
★ Way to go to our Varsity Hockey Team who defeated Mt. Lebanon 6-1 on Monday in the PIHL Class 
3-A Penguins Cup Quarterfinal Round Playoff Game! They had 6 goals on their first 19 shots, and 
Jackson Ankrum made 29 saves in net before the Blue Devils put one on the board with 2:27 left in 
the game. Next they head to the RMU Island Sports Center on Monday, March 10 to take on North 
Allegheny in the Semifinals at 9:15pm.   
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https://forms.gle/dD65CRziHRKcN1rF7
http://southfayettepa.com/jobs
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https://www.southfayette.org/ConstructionUpdates.aspx


 
 

★ At the WPIAL Swimming Championships last weekend, our Boys Team finished 7th overall and the 
Girls Team came in 17th.  Josh Grimenstein set new school records with a 2nd place finish in the 
100m Backstroke at 51.37 seconds and an 8th place finish in the 100m Fly with a time of 52.76 
seconds. Other Top 10 finishers included DJ Poe who took 7th in the 500m Freestyle and 9th in the 
200m Free and Grant Logan who finished 10th in the 100m Backstroke. Additionally, the 200m 
Medley Relay Team (Dan Grimenstein, Josh Grimenstein, Grant Logan, Alex Lou) came in 7th and 
the 400m Free Relay Team (Josh Grimenstein, Grant Logan, Alex Lou, DJ Poe) finished 8th. Great 
job everyone!  
 
★ Congrats to the following swimmers who are now qualified for States! Josh Grimenstein in the 
100m Backstroke and 100m Fly and DJ Poe in the 200m and 500m Freestyle. The teams for the 
200m Medley and 400m Free Relay are also PIAA qualifiers and include Dan Grimenstein, Josh 
Grimenstein, Grant Logan, Alex Lou, and DJ Poe.  
  
★ Very proud of our Lion runners who set new school records at the PTFCA (PA Track & Field Coaches 
Association) Indoor State Championships last weekend! The Relay Team of Siya Joshi, Emily Sinton, 
Maddie Stock, and Angela Zeng took 2nd place in the 4x800m with a time of 9 minutes and 21.31 
seconds, and they finished 6th in the Distance Medley Relay with a record-setting time of 12 minutes 
and 29.29 seconds.. Delaney Schumaker’s record was with a 4th place finish in the 60m Hurdles at 
8.96 seconds. Fantastic! 
 
★ While the Championship game didn’t turn out the way we’d hoped, we’re still incredibly proud of 
our Girls Varsity Basketball Team for finishing second in the WPIAL! Now they are competing for 
the state title! The first game is at home versus Lower Dauphin tomorrow at 2 pm.  All tickets must 
be purchased online as they will not be be sold at the gate.   
 
★ Woot! Woot! The Girls 8th Grade Volleyball Team is having a great season! They’re currently 
undefeated with a 9 - 0 record. Most recently they beat Hopewell 2 - 0. Good luck as they take on 
Avonworth this afternoon! 
 
★ Cheers for 8th grader Rocco Matusic who received the Joan Jarrett Student Award through the 
Pennsylvania Association for Middle Level Education (PAMLE). The award honors outstanding young 
adolescents who are in the “middle” and who generally don’t receive recognition. To be eligible, 
Rocco needed to demonstrate leadership abilities, good citizenship, and that he’s made positive 
contributions to his school and community. A $50 donation will be made in his name to the charity of 
his choice. 
 
★ Congratulations to Students of the Month for February who were selected based on the theme of 
Classroom Contributor:  Freshmen: Riley McAllister and Owen Trahan; Sophomores: Will Chipps 
and Griffin Martin; Juniors: Tyler Ring and Charlotte Beck (not photographed); Seniors: Ami 
Wolstoncroft and Maryam Khan. 
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★ This week’s Lion Card raffle winners at the IS from each grade who have been proudly making 
safe, kind, and responsible choices are: 3rd Grade: Elijah Lowe and Michael Oravecz; 4th Grade: 
Layla Srikanth and Shreshta Vulupala; 5th Grade: Reese Bilodeau and Ethan Cain. Congratulations 
and great job! 
 
★ Congratulations to the Lion Pride winners at the ES for the PBIS Program for last week: 
Kindergarten: Jesus Isaid Aguirre Canales, Claire Populo, Yusuf Raja, and Palmer Smith; 1st Grade: 
Tanisha Bhatt, Charlotte Black, Shruthi Raja, and Alisa Shurupova; 2nd Grade: Brynley Cain, 
Vansh Jagani, Omer Tuncer, and Zara Zarisky. These Super Lions showed that they are Safe, Kind, 
and Responsible and will be entered into the ES monthly drawing for the chance at a class or 
individual reward of their choice. 
 
★ Shout out to Ms. Beck and Mr. West at the Middle School who received the Lincoln Investment 
Promising Practitioners Award through the Pennsylvania Association for Middle Level Education 
(PAMLE). This award is presented to teachers who have been teaching in middle school for 1-3 years 
and have made a positive impact on both their school and community. They needed to demonstrate 
that they seek professional development opportunities, implement new ideas, and meet the needs 
of individual students, using effective middle level practices. 
 
★ Also proud to share that SFMS student teachers Kristen Hansen, Breanna Snyder, and Shane 
Wigton received Learning to Teach & Teaching to Learn: Student Teacher Recognition through the 
Pennsylvania Association for Middle Level Education (PAMLE). This recognition is presented to 
outstanding student teachers or interns who have student-taught in a middle school and have 
demonstrated a commitment to middle level teaching, an awareness of young adolescent 
development, and made a positive contribution to their school. 

 
 

Lions in the News 
🦁 The Observer-Reporter covered the WPIAL swimming championship and devoted several 
paragraphs to our Lions’ achievements. 
 
 

🦁 There was plenty of news coverage of the Girls WPIAL Basketball championships and, while our 
Lions just fell short, the articles in the Trib and the Pittsburgh Union Progress share lots of details 
and quotes from our players and coach.  

 
 
 
 
 

Events Next Week 

March 9, 2025 
Daylight Saving Time begins 

March 10, 2025 
Two-Hour Delay for Students 

March 12, 2025 
MS PAC Meeting, 9 am 

March 14, 2025 
Holi 
HS Spring Musical, 7 pm, HS 
Theatre 
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Upcoming Dates to Remember 

March 15, 2025 
HS Spring Musical, 7 pm, HS 
Theatre 

March 16, 2025 
HS Spring Musical, 2 pm, HS 
Theatre 

March 17, 2025 
St. Patrick’s Day 

March 18, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

March 25, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

March 27, 2025 
End of 3rd Quarter 
Early Dismissal for all students 
Celebration of Excellence in 
Learning at all schools 

March 28, 2025 
No School for Students 

March 31, 2025 
Eid Al-Fitr 
No School for Students 

April 1, 2025 
No School for K-11 students 
Senior Exit Interviews 
Kindergarten Preview Day 
April Fool’s Day 

April 3 - 6, 2025 
HS Music Department Trip 

April 4, 2025 
Report Cards Available on Parent 
Portal 

April 7, 2024 
Two-Hour Delay for Students 

April 10, 2025 
PTA General Membership 
Meeting, 7 pm, ES Library 

April 13, 2025 
Palm Sunday 
Passover 

April 14, 2025 
National Honor Society Induction 
Ceremony, 7 pm, HS Theatre 

April 15, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

April 17 - 21, 2025 
Spring Break, No School 

April 18, 2025 
Good Friday 

April 20, 2025 
Easter 

April 22, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

April 22 - 23 and 25, 2025 
PSSA Grades 3-8 - ELA 

April 24, 2025 
Take Your Child to Work Day 

April 29, 2025 
HS Spring Chorus and Orchestra 
Concert, 7 pm, Theatre 

April 29 - 30, 2025 
PSSA Grades 3-8 - Math 

April 30, 2025 
HS Best of Our Best Awards 
Ceremony, 7 pm, Theatre 

May 1, 2025 
MS & HS Jazz and Percussion 
Ensemble Concert, 7 pm, HS 
Theatre 

May 1 - 2, 2025 
PSSA Grades 4 & 8 Science 

May 2, 2025 
Interim Report Cards Available on 
Parent Portal 

May 2 - 3, 2025 
Mini-THON, 6 pm - 6 am 

May 4, 2025 
PTA Sweetheart Dance for ES & 
IS, 6 - 8 pm, HS Gym 

May 5, 2025 
Cinco de Mayo 

May 5 - 9, 2025 
MS PTA Book Fair 
HS AP Exams 
Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 6, 2025 
MS Spring Orchestra Concert, 7 
pm, Auditorium 
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May 7, 2025 
MS PAC Meeting (with 5th Grade 
Parents), 9 am 
4th Grade Performing Arts Club 
Musical, 7 pm, IS Gym 

May 8, 2025 
Band-O-Rama Concert (IS, MS, & 
HS), 7 pm, HS Theatre 

May 9, 2025 
HS Prom 

May 11, 2025 
Mother’s Day 

May 12, 2025 
Two-Hour Delay for Students 
Beginning Band & Strings Spring 
Concert, 2 pm, IS Gym 
Third & Fourth Grade Orchestra 
Spring Concert, 7 pm, IS Gym 

May 12 - 16, 2025 
HS AP Exams 

May 13, 2025 
Fifth Grade Band, Choir, & Orff 
Ensemble and Orchestra Arts 
Showcase, 7 pm, HS Theatre 

May 14, 2025 
Biology Keystone Exams at HS 
(Asynchronous Day for HS 
students not testing)  

May 15, 2025 
Literature Keystone Exams at HS 
(Asynchronous Day for HS 
students not testing)  
MS Spring Chorus Concert, 6 pm, 
Auditorium 

May 16, 2025 
Algebra Keystone Exams at HS & 
MS (Asynchronous Day for HS & 
MS students not testing) 

May 16 - 18, 2025 
11th Grade Washington, DC Trip 

May 19 - 21, 2025 
Keystone Exam Make Ups 

May 20, 2025 
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
HS Studio 

May 22, 2025 
Last Day & Celebration for Little 
Lions Early Learning Academy  
Beginning Band Concert, 7 pm, IS 
Gym 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

✉ 
 

Have news to share?* Article drafts, flyers, ads, .jpg or .png images can be emailed 
to: Jennifer Donovan, Director of Communications at jldonovan@southfayette.org 
Deadline: 10 am Thursday prior to release/issue date. Example: newsletter date is 
Friday, August 30, submission deadline is 10 am on Thursday, August 29.  
*Submission does not guarantee placement in upcoming issue(s). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Resources 
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District Fundraisers 

LAST WEEK TO ORDER 
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District Events 
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Community Activities 
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