
Clickable LINKS. Check weekly for more information.

2024 Homecoming Court Just Announced

Congratulations to the High School’s most recently announced royalty…the 2024 Homecoming
Court! Announced this afternoon just prior to the end of the school day, the court includes Andre
Rondon, Lucas Ahualli, Aiden Martincic, Ben Cavenaugh, Noah Mathias, Ava Cestra, Alexa
Ankrum, Carly Garrubba, Piper Sanders, and Philipa Addae-Mensah!

Students Create Peace

As part of his acceptance to the 2024 Peace Teachers Program at the United States Institute of
Peace (USIP), Dr. Yerace hosted an event during lunches at the High School today in honor of the
UN International Day of Peace (which actually takes place tomorrow). Students were invited to
participate in several activities including:
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tnYj8M7Go4TJ6M9BwRc8neWGqHAlHfmaESH7DPTtRhk/edit?usp=sharing
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https://www.southfayette.org/protected/MasterCalendar.aspx
https://www.southfayette.org/CurrentJobOpenings.aspx
https://south-fayette.bigteams.com/main/calendar/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-peace


● Completing cards with what Peace means to them and
their personal Peace Day Challenge

● Making origami cranes and learning the story of Sadako
Sasaki and the history of peace cranes

● Creating kindness cards

The Student Government and SF BeWell groups worked with Dr.
Yerace and also offered assistance in registering eligible students
to vote and provided resources on conflict resolution.

There was a great turnout and many inspiring Peace cards now
decorate the HS Commons.

The UN's International Day of Peace is an observance that aligns
well with our district's ongoing efforts to create a more inclusive
and connected environment. Established in 1981 by the United
Nations General Assembly, it serves as a reminder of our shared
desire for peace across nations and peoples, and it offers an
opportunity for us to come together and reflect on how we can
contribute to a more peaceful world.

Cultural Celebration in South Fayette

This week began National Hispanic/Latin Heritage Month which runs from September 14 through
October 15. This 30-day period allows us to shine a spotlight on the rich histories, diverse cultures,
and remarkable contributions of American citizens with roots in Mexico, the Caribbean, Central and
South America, and Spain. September 15th marks the Independence Day for Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. The celebrations continue with Mexico’s independence on
September 16, followed by Chile’s on the 18th and Belize’s on the 21st.

Our South Fayette district community is enriched by the presence of many faculty, staff, and
students with Hispanic/Latin heritage, and we are honored to take this time to celebrate them and
learn about their culture. Specifically, on October 11, we are hosting our third annual Dress Like Your
Culture Day during which students, faculty, and staff in all schools are encouraged to dress in attire
that represents their ethnicity. Additionally, the same afternoon is the second Tour of Latin America
taking place in the High School Studio during which students will have the opportunity to immerse
themselves in the diverse cultures of Latin America. SF parents Brent and Viviane Rondon and Mrs.
Rondon's colleagues at Covestro will represent the eight countries of Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela - all under one roof and visiting students receive
their own SF Passport with stamps from each "country" for a unique keepsake of their journey.

Please plan to participate, and ¡Celebremos juntos! (Let's celebrate together!)

Reminders

● Campus construction updates are available online at a dedicated page on the district website.
● The South Fayette Hockey Association’s Jr. Lion’s program is offering reduced fees of only $300

for the 2024-2025 season thanks to a donation. Register online at:
https://pihlsflions.sportngin.com/register/form/818138403
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https://www.southfayette.org/ConstructionUpdates.aspx
https://pihlsflions.sportngin.com/register/form/818138403


Student and Sta� Shout Outs
★ Congratulations to the eleven high school students who learned this week that they are part of
the 50,000 highest scorers nationally in the 2025 National Merit Scholarship Program: Ryan
Baldigowski, Mark Baumcratz, Bedirhan Bircan, Pavithra Dantu, Joseph Gubinsky, Dharini
Maruthu Pandian, Luke Miller, Adit Patel, Caroline Praveen, Samihah Saleem, and Raneem
Shedeed! The Program recognizes them as Commended Students for their exceptional academic
promise.
★Way to go Boys Varsity Golf Teammembers, Sam Bishop, Trevor D'Alessandro, Randal Fisher,
Brady Newman, Noah Nickolas, and Jackson Stephens, who competed at the WPIAL Section
Individual Qualifiers at Moon Golf Course on Tuesday, September 17! Sam was a lowmedalist with a
score of 69 and Brady’s and Randal’s scores of 75 and 78 respectively, also advance them to the
next round.
★ Very Lion Proud of Natalia Fittipaldo, Delilah Fritz, Rylie Mendenhall, Cesa Pusateri, and
Olivia Valentinowho represented the Girls Varsity Golf Team and competed at the WPIAL
Section Individual Qualifiers at Hickory Heights GC on Tuesday, September 17!
★ This week’s Lion Card raffle winners at the IS from each grade who have been proudly making
safe, kind, and responsible choices are: 3rd Grade: Gia Longo and Violet Stover; 4th Grade: Alexis
Jarnagin and Sandra Marzougui; 5th Grade: Lyra Halloran and Austin Wilbourn. Congratulations
and great job!
★ Congratulations to last week's Lion Pride winners at the ES for the PBIS Program: Kindergarten:
Aarav Kumar and Nico Scarmazzi; 1st Grade: Ines Park and Alana Vingas; 2nd GradeMax
Sickafoose and Rohan Srivastava. These Super Lions showed that they are Safe, Kind, and
Responsible and will be entered into the ES monthly drawing for the chance at a class or individual
reward of their choice.

Lions in the News

🦁 DrewWelhorsky was named the Observer-Reporter Athlete of the Week! Congrats!
🦁 The Middle School’s Mrs. Beck was quoted in a Post-Gazette article about newly forming
unified robotics teams in Southwestern PA.

Events Next Week

September 21, 2024
Festival of the Bands, 7 pm,
Stadium

September 23, 2024
Two-Hour Delay for Students

September 23 - 27, 2024
Homecoming Spirit Week!
IS PTA Book Fair

September 24, 2024
Coffee & Conversation with
District Leadership, 9 am, Pride
Room
HS Financial Aid Virtual Night,
6:30 pm
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm,
HS Studio

September 26, 2024
Homecoming Carnival, 4:30 - 8:30
pm, Stadium

September 27, 2024
Home Football Game vs. Baldwin,
7 pm, Homecoming
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https://www.observer-reporter.com/sports/2024/sep/18/o-r-athlete-of-the-week-drew-welhorsky-south-fayette/
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/education/2024/09/19/unified-robotics-program-woodland-hills-steam/stories/202409180101


Upcoming Dates to Remember

September 28, 2024
Homecoming Dance, 7 pm, HS
Gym

September 30 - October 4,
2024
ES PTA Book Fair

October 3, 2024
Rosh Hashanah
Little Lions Early Learning
Academy Picture Day
Hall of Fame Induction
Ceremony, 7 pm, HS Theatre

October 4, 2024
Home Football Game vs. Upper
St. Clair, 7pm, Hall of Fame and
1st Responder Recognition

October 9, 2024
MS PAC Meeting, 9 am

October 11, 2024
Dress Like Your Culture Day

October 12, 2024
Navaratri
Yom Kippur

October 14, 2024
Columbus Day
Indigenous Peoples’ Day
No School for Students

October 15, 2024
ES/IS Fun Fest
MS Picture Retake Day
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm,
HS Studio

October 16, 2024
Picture Day at ES & IS

October 17, 2024
HS Picture Make Up Day for
Underclassmen
HS Picture Day for Senior
Personalities and Class of 2024

October 21, 2024
Two-Hour Delay for Students

October 22, 2024
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm,
HS Studio

October 31, 2024
Halloween
End of 1st Quarter

November 1, 2024
Diwali
No School for Students

November 3, 2024
Daylight Saving Time Ends

November 4-8, 2024
MS PTA Book Fair

November 5, 2025
Election Day

November 7, 2024
HS Club Picture Day

November 8, 2024
5th Annual Uncommon
Conference
Report Cards Available

November 9, 2024
Fall Showcase, 7 pm, HS Theatre

November 11, 2024
Veterans Day
Stuff-A-Bus Toy Drive Begins
(through December 6)

November 12, 2024
PTA General Membership
Meeting, 7 pm, ES Library

November 13, 2024
ES & IS Picture Make Ups
HS Powder Puff Game, 7 ppm,
Stadium

November 16, 2024
Garba Festival, 7 pm, HS Gym
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✉
Have news to share?* Article drafts, flyers, ads, .jpg or .png images can be emailed
to: Jennifer Donovan, Director of Communications at jldonovan@southfayette.org
Deadline: 10 am Thursday prior to release/issue date. Example: newsletter date is
Friday, August 30, submission deadline is 10 am on Thursday, August 29.
*Submission does not guarantee placement in upcoming issue(s).

Community Resources

Fundraisers
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mailto:jldonovan@southfayette.org
https://sfssoccer2024.itemorder.com/shop/home/


District Events
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https://www.southfayette.org/protected/ArticleView.aspx?iid=50232I&dasi=4GBYB
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http://bit.ly/SFHOMECOMING2024
https://app.strivescan.com/registration


Community Activities
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http://www.sfboysbasketball.com
http://tinyurl.com/4aah6shdj
http://www.troop834.org
https://www.pittsburghderbybrats.net/
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http://southfayettepa.com/recreation
http://southfayettepa.com/recreation
mailto:John.Higgs@ccbc.edu
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https://secure.smore.com/n/dw17r-family-transition-age-youth
http://southfayettepa.com/recreation
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http://steelcityaquatics.org
mailto:sftakedownclub@gmail.com
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