
Clickable LINKS. Check weekly for more information.

Coaches Recognized for Outstanding Achievement

The District received exciting news this week for two of our athletic
coaches. The PIAA Board of Directors shared that they have selected
Coach Shawn Leydig as the 2023-2024 National Federation of State
High School Associations (NFHS)/Pennsylvania Boys' Lacrosse Coach of
the Year! This impressive honor is based upon Coach Leydig's coaching
impact as well as the success of the Lacrosse program during the
2023-2024 school year. Our Lions were section champions and made it
to the WPIAL Championship game as well as the state semifinals.

We also learned that Boys Varsity Basketball Coach Dave Mislan is
being honored with a 2024 Musial Award. This is a national award in
which honorees are recognized for their extraordinary displays of
sportsmanship and overall class and character. The award is
highlighting Coach Mislan’s participation in last season’s magical
moment when both SF’s Mike Plasko andWest Allegheny’s Brandon
Bell scored their 1,000th career points just six seconds apart.

Congratulations, Coaches, on these well-deserved honors!
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tnYj8M7Go4TJ6M9BwRc8neWGqHAlHfmaESH7DPTtRhk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QcsLMEpYK1FUuiC6uSrMiPgpZaFKoX8fwEcjY4FnmWI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DICb2L-nwzK9Q7uyFqpOLus9a9Wmb21D2wrl-__jEyw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/172CHqEe8TmQjRinXb-W4RdkgneEwff3JtPEstUPooq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D4YirU-_EAhQi7-sEgDHGAZrnTGjDuxWC4SwHB_bGVc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.southfayette.org/protected/MasterCalendar.aspx
https://www.southfayette.org/CurrentJobOpenings.aspx
https://south-fayette.bigteams.com/main/calendar/
https://musialawards.com/
https://musialawards.com/honorees/dave-mislan/
https://musialawards.com/honorees/dave-mislan/


Congratulations to SF’s Newest Royalty

Last Friday, in front of a packed stadium dominated by a
fantastic white-out crowd, the High School crowned the
2024 Homecoming King and Queen. This year’s royalty
are André Rondon and Philipa Addae-Mensah.

A member of SHOUT and Student Government as well as
the Spanish, Jazz, and Cash clubs, André is an Honor Roll
student who has received various Best of the Best
awards. He is about to earn his Eagle Scout rank and
participates as an adult helper with a local scout troop.
He also serves as a tutor and is planning to attend the
University of Pittsburgh to study engineering.

Also a SHOUT member, Philipa is a scholar-athlete who
participates in varsity tennis and track & field along with
maintaining high honor roll status. She is also a class
representative of Student Government and National

Honor Society Member. She works outside of school serving meals at a senior living home and
enjoys free time with her younger siblings baking and watching movies. She hopes to attend
college to major in computer science and minor in cyber security.

South Fayette is proud to have these two impressive young adults representing the senior class as
Homecoming King and Queen. Congratulations!

Thumbs Up for the PTA!

The ES students had high ratings for this fall’s book fair thanks to the PTA. They appreciated all of the
exciting choices they were given and the wonderful help they received while they shopped.
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Reminders

● National Hispanic/Latin Heritage Month runs through October 15. October 11 is the third annual
Dress Like your Culture Day at SF and the second Tour of Latin America will take place in the
HS Studio.

● Campus construction updates are available online at a dedicated page on the district website.

Student and Staff Shout Outs
★Many thanks to the amazing students who served as extended school year (ESY) summer
buddies for 2024. From the HS: Lauren Esch, Anastasia Frommeyer, Ashton Iriti, Brooklyn Spruit,
and Preston Yater. From the MS: Allison Barth, Kennedy Clark, Logan Esch, Nick LaMendola,
and Addison Roberts. And from the IS: Ethan Chang, Clayton Moon, Elizabeth Paolicelli, and
Teresa Paolicelli. All students were presented with certificates of appreciation from Dr. Bell.
★Way to go members of theMS Boys and Girls Soccer teamswho are both having fantastic
seasons! The Boys team is 9-1-3 and the Girls are boasting a 12-0-1 record! Both teams most recently
defeated Blackhawk – the boys had a 4-0 shutout and the girls finished at 3-1.
★Woo-Hoo Girls Varsity Cross Country! The team is the undefeated section champions!
★ Eighth Grade Football is celebrating a 5-0 undefeated season with a 38-6 victory this week over
West Allegheny. Seventh Grade Football is also doing especially well with a 4-1 record this season,
most recently defeating Mt. Lebanon 28-6. Keep it going, boys!
★ Congrats to Sam Bishop, Randal Fisher, and Brady Newman, members of the Boys Varsity
Golf Teamwho competed at Oakmont Country Club on Tuesday, October 1, 2024, in the WPIAL 3-A
Individual Finals. All three scored very well and Sam qualified for the PIAA State Championships at
State College!
★ This week’s Lion Card raffle winners at the IS from each grade who have been proudly making
safe, kind, and responsible choices are: 3rd Grade: Yi Nuo Ren and Ollie Self; 4th Grade: Kenzie
Blomboch and Alaina Galatti; 5th Grade: Emmett Beerhalter and Tanush Bhatt. Congratulations
and great job!
★ Congratulations to last week's Lion Pride winners at the ES for the PBIS Program: Kindergarten:
Grayson Clark and Jonmarco Mehalic; 1st Grade:Molly Poole andMadhav Vallathol; 2nd Grade:
Diamond Anderson andMalia Colwell. These Super Lions showed that they are Safe, Kind, and
Responsible and will be entered into the ES monthly drawing for the chance at a class or individual
reward of their choice.
★ The ES had their first monthly drawing, and the students who won PBIS Classroom Incentives
rewards were: Diamond Anderson, Callie Barlow, Malia Colwell, Kenny Ford, Lucian Tate, and
Alana Vingas. Congratulations!

Lions in the News
🦁 The Almanac provided a fantastic recap of, along with wonderful photos from, the
Homecoming Carnival.
🦁 High School College and Career CounselorMrs. Sharro’s expertise was quoted in a Post-Gazette
article about parent involvement in the college application process.
🦁 Senior student Samihah Saleem is quoted in an article that begins on page 4 of this quarter’s
magazine from the Allegheny Intermediate Unit, “AIU Connections.”
🦁Ms. DeFelice’s class was highlighted in a Tribune-Review article about an upcoming
McDonald’s fundraiser event. Be sure to support them!
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https://www.southfayette.org/ConstructionUpdates.aspx
https://www.thealmanac.net/news/2024/sep/30/south-fayette-carnival-a-treat-for-all/
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/education/2024/10/01/parents-college-applications/stories/202408080110
https://issuu.com/alleghenyintermediateunit/docs/aiu-connections-fall2024_24-068-final?fr=xKAE9_zU1NQ
https://triblive.com/local/regional/mcdonalds-fundraiser-to-benefit-131-schools-in-tri-state-area/


🦁 Football coverage continues with the Observer-Reporter focusing on QB DrewWelhorsky and
The Almanac anticipating tonight’s face-off with USC.
🦁 The Post-Gazette also provided coverage on our football resurgence this season stating “Lions
roaring again.”

Events Next Week

October 9, 2024
MS PAC Meeting, 9 am

October 11, 2024
Dress Like Your Culture Day

October 12, 2024
Navaratri
Yom Kippur

Upcoming Dates to Remember

October 14, 2024
Columbus Day
Indigenous Peoples’ Day
No School for Students

October 15, 2024
ES/IS Fun Fest
MS Picture Retake Day
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm,
HS Studio

October 16, 2024
Picture Day at ES & IS

October 17, 2024
HS Picture Make Up Day for
Underclassmen
HS Picture Day for Senior
Personalities and Class of 2024

October 21, 2024
Two-Hour Delay for Students

October 22, 2024
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm,
HS Studio

October 31, 2024
Halloween
End of 1st Quarter

November 1, 2024
Diwali
No School for Students

November 3, 2024
Daylight Saving Time Ends

November 4-8, 2024
MS PTA Book Fair

November 5, 2025
Election Day

November 7, 2024
HS Club Picture Day

November 8, 2024
5th Annual Uncommon
Conference
Report Cards Available

November 9, 2024
Fall Showcase, 7 pm, HS Theatre

November 11, 2024
Veterans Day
Stuff-A-Bus Toy Drive Begins
(through December 6)

November 12, 2024
PTA General Membership
Meeting, 7 pm, ES Library

November 13, 2024
ES & IS Picture Make Ups
HS Powder Puff Game, 7 ppm,
Stadium

November 16, 2024
Garba Festival, 7 pm, HS Gym

November 19, 2024
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm,
HS Studio

November 21, 2024
PTA Science Fair for ES & IS, 6:30
pm, IS Gym

November 25 - 27, 2024
No School for Students -
Parent/Teacher Conferences

November 26, 2024
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm,
HS Studio

November 28 - December 2,
2024
School Closed - Fall Break

November 28, 2024
Thanksgiving
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https://www.observer-reporter.com/sports/high_school_sports/2024/sep/27/welhorsky-does-little-of-everything-in-sfs-shutout-win/
https://www.thealmanac.net/sports/2024/sep/28/south-fayette-hosts-usc-in-conference-clash/
https://www.post-gazette.com/sports/high-school-football/2024/10/02/wpial-football-playoffs-hempfield-south-fayette-drew-welhorsky/stories/202410010100
https://www.post-gazette.com/sports/high-school-football/2024/10/02/wpial-football-playoffs-hempfield-south-fayette-drew-welhorsky/stories/202410010100


December 2, 2024
Little Lions Early Learning
Academy Lottery Request Period
Opens
School Board Reorganization
Meeting, 7:30 pm, HS Studio

December 4 - 6, 2024
Keystone Exams

December 5, 2024
MS Holiday Chorus Concert, 6
pm, MS Auditorium

December 6, 2024
End of Stuff-A-Bus Toy Drive
Interim Report Cards Available on
Parent Portal

December 10 - 12
Keystone ExamMake-Up Days

✉
Have news to share?* Article drafts, flyers, ads, .jpg or .png images can be emailed
to: Jennifer Donovan, Director of Communications at jldonovan@southfayette.org
Deadline: 10 am Thursday prior to release/issue date. Example: newsletter date is
Friday, August 30, submission deadline is 10 am on Thursday, August 29.
*Submission does not guarantee placement in upcoming issue(s).

Community Resources

Fundraisers
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District Events
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https://app.strivescan.com/registration
http://www.sfboysbasketball.com
https://www.southfayette.org/protected/ArticleView.aspx?iid=50232I&dasi=4GBYB
http://sfboysbasketball.com
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mailto:clbell@southfayette.org
http://tinyurl.com/4aah6shdj
mailto:southfayettewrestling@gmail.com
mailto:sciencefair@southfayettepta.org


Community Activities
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http://www.troop834.org
https://www.pittsburghderbybrats.net/
http://southfayettepa.com/recreation
mailto:John.Higgs@ccbc.edu
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https://secure.smore.com/n/dw17r-family-transition-age-youth
http://southfayettepa.com/recreation
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http://steelcityaquatics.org
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