
Clickable LINKS. Check weekly for more information.

PLEASE NOTE:Merry Movie Night, scheduled for December 8, 2024 at the HS
Theatre has been canceled. Apologies for any inconvenience this may cause.

SFMS Redesignated as School to Watch

The Middle School has earned its third consecutive
designation as a PA Don Eichhorn Schools: “Schools to
Watch” (PA STW). SFMS was first recognized nine years ago
for a three-year period and has since re-applied twice to
maintain the designation. Schools are selected for
Academic Excellence, Developmental Responsiveness,
Social Equity, and Organizational Structures and Processes,
along with having strong leadership, teachers who work
together to improve curriculum and instruction, and a
commitment to assessment and accountability to bring
about continuous improvement.

To be eligible for the Schools to Watch selection process, Drs. Crimone and Maurer submitted a
written application to show how the school meets criteria developed by the National Forum to
Accelerate Middle Grades Reform. A state team then visited the school to observe classrooms and
interview various groups including district administrators, teachers, cafeteria and maintenance staff,
and counselors. They also looked at achievement data, suspension rates, quality of lessons, and
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tnYj8M7Go4TJ6M9BwRc8neWGqHAlHfmaESH7DPTtRhk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QcsLMEpYK1FUuiC6uSrMiPgpZaFKoX8fwEcjY4FnmWI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DICb2L-nwzK9Q7uyFqpOLus9a9Wmb21D2wrl-__jEyw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/172CHqEe8TmQjRinXb-W4RdkgneEwff3JtPEstUPooq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D4YirU-_EAhQi7-sEgDHGAZrnTGjDuxWC4SwHB_bGVc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.southfayette.org/protected/MasterCalendar.aspx
https://www.southfayette.org/CurrentJobOpenings.aspx
https://south-fayette.bigteams.com/main/calendar/


student work. Unlike the Blue Ribbon recognition program, “Schools to Watch” requires schools to
not just identify strengths, but to also focus on areas for continuous improvement, so after each visit
the STW team provides a detailed report of observed strengths as well as considerations for growth.
As part of the re-designation process, administrators and teachers needed to demonstrate the
school’s continued progress on specific goals since the prior STW recognition.

The MS will be recognized at the Pennsylvania Association for Middle Level Educations State
Conference in February at the Double Tree Pittsburgh-Greentree as well as at the National Forum’s
National Schools to Watch Conference in Washington, DC in June.

Hot Jobs: Now Hiring

Click to apply. Click to apply.

Reminders

● The district is hosting a Custodian Hiring Event on December 12, 2024. Click here for details. To
RSVP, go to bit.ly/SFcustodian

● Information about Virtual Learning Days is available under Flexible Instruction Days (FID)
from the QR Code on the “What Every Lion Needs to Know” magnet that all families received
at the beginning of the school year.

● Campus construction updates are available online at a dedicated page on the district website.

Student and Staff Shout Outs
★ Congrats to the Girls Varsity Basketball Teamwho defeated Altoona HS (70-38) and Greensburg
Central Catholic (58-29) in the North Allegheny Tip-off Tournament over Fall Break.

★Way to go Ivan Kalinkouwho had a hat trick in the Varsity Hockey game against Thomas Jefferson
on Monday. The final victorious score was 5-4. Trevor D'Alessandro scored a goal and had a play
maker with 3 assists. A goal was also scored by Nathaniel Keller, and Jackson Ankrum got the win in
net.
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https://southfayettepe.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=214
https://southfayettepe.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=196
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yAMPbiezXA-vnPvebNXW0vIAWhD9gcII/view?usp=sharing
http://bit.ly/SFcustodian
https://www.southfayette.org/ConstructionUpdates.aspx


Lions in the News
🦁 SF Junior Juliette Lerouxwas named Athlete of the Week in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
Congratulations!
🦁 The Almanac previewed the Varsity Girls Basketball Team as they start a new season after
earning the WPIAL championship three years in a row.

Events Next Week

December 10 - 12
Keystone ExamMake-Up Days

December 11, 2024
3rd & 4th Grade Winter Orchestra
Concert, 7 pm, IS Gym
Coffee and Conversation with
District Leadership, 9 - 10 am,
Pride Room

December 12, 2024
MS Holiday Orchestra Concert,
6:30 pm, Auditorium
MS Holiday Band Concert, 8 pm,
Auditorium

December 13, 2024
End of Stuff-A-Bus Toy Drive
PTA Holiday Market, 4 - 8 pm, HS
Studio & Theatre Corridor
Carols & Cocoa featuring IS
Beginning Band, 5th Grade Band,
HS Wind Ensemble, 7 pm, IS Gym

December 14, 2024
Breakfast with Santa, 9 - 11 am, HS
Commons
PTA Holiday Market, 10 am - 2 pm,
HS Studio & Theatre Corridor

Upcoming Dates to Remember

December 16, 2024
Two-Hour Delay for Students

December 17, 2024
5th Grade Band, Choir & Orff
Ensemble, & Orchestra Concert, 7
pm, HS Theatre

December 18, 2024
HS Music Department Holiday
Concert, 7 pm, HS Theatre

December 19, 2024
ES & IS PTA Holiday Parties

December 20, 2024
Early Dismissal for Winter Break

December 21, 2024
Little Lions Early Learning
Academy Lottery Request Period
Closes

December 23, 2024 - January
1, 2025
School Closed - Winter Break

December 25, 2024
Christmas Day

December 26, 2024
Hanukkah
Kwanzaa

December 31, 2024
New Year’s Eve

January 1, 2025
New Year’s Day

January 2, 2025
School Resumes

January 3, 2025
Classes resume at Parkway West
CTC

January 6, 2025
Little Lions Learning Academy
Virtual Lottery Drawing, 2:10 pm,
ECD Classroom

January 8, 2025
MS PAC Meeting, 9 am
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https://www.post-gazette.com/sports/high-school-athlete-of-the-week/2024/12/02/post-gazette-athletes-of-the-week-lucas-stanley-juliette-leroux/stories/202412020035
https://www.thealmanac.net/sports/2024/nov/29/south-fayette-preparing-to-defend-domain/


January 13, 2025
Two-Hour Delay for Students

January 17, 2025
End of Second Quarter

January 20, 2025
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
No School for Students

January 21, 2025
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm,
HS Studio

January 23, 2025
College Planning Night, HS 6:30
pm

January 24, 2025
Report Cards available on Parent
Portal

January 28, 2025
School Board Meeting, 7:30 pm,
HS Studio

January 29, 2025
Lunar New Year

✉
Have news to share?* Article drafts, flyers, ads, .jpg or .png images can be emailed
to: Jennifer Donovan, Director of Communications at jldonovan@southfayette.org
Deadline: 10 am Thursday prior to release/issue date. Example: newsletter date is
Friday, August 30, submission deadline is 10 am on Thursday, August 29.
*Submission does not guarantee placement in upcoming issue(s).

Community Resources

Fundraisers

The Weekly Green Scene p. 4

mailto:jldonovan@southfayette.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17s_MJMbBf5TK8adktvhk2Yf5CxB3GnmC/view?usp=sharing
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mailto:sftfxc.boosters@gmail.com
https://omella.com/4tw1e
https://www.groupraise.com/events/295407?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=o_event_automatic_confirmed


District Events
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yAMPbiezXA-vnPvebNXW0vIAWhD9gcII/view?usp=sharing
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https://www.southfayette.org/protected/ArticleView.aspx?iid=50232I&dasi=4GBYB
https://www.thepittsburghmarathon.com/races/kids-marathon-race


Community Activities
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https://www.southfayettelacrosse.com/
http://southfayettepa.com/recreation
http://southfayettepa.com/recreation
https://southfayette.librarycalendar.com/event/grinch-storytime-and-crafts-6026
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https://southfayette.librarycalendar.com/event/teens-after-hours-wicked-oz-party-5255
https://southfayette.librarycalendar.com/event/clay-sculpting-priya-arts-studio-5789
https://southfayette.librarycalendar.com/event/paint-landscape-bob-ross-style-5916
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http://southfayettepa.com/recreation
https://pasfayetteweb.myvscloud.com/webtrac/web/iteminfo.html?Module=AR&FMID=12307413
http://southfayettepa.com/recreation

