This is how you will be scored, turn this paper in for a bonus point!
                            Name _________________________


	Points(
Section (
	        12          Excellent                    10
	8              Average               6
	5       Below average              4
	3    Incomplete      2 

	 1. organism
species
12
	Page includes full classification, (Kingdom through species) definition of species and a picture of the organism in an important role. Species is defined.
	Animal is pictured or drawn but classification is missing components or not in order or definition missing
	Animal is pictured or drawn, but classification or definition is missing or vice versa
	Animal is not shown and /or classification is incorrect or definition missing

	2. population
12
	A population is drawn or pictured and one fully developed paragraph is included on adaptation to obtain food or avoid predation.  Population is defined 
	A population is drawn and adaptation paragraph is included but brief and/ or definition incomplete or missing
	Population not represented or the adaptation is missing or  definition missing
	Adaptation and population are misunderstood but attempted.

	3. community

12
	A food web is sketched out.  Also has a paragraph on a symbiotic interaction that includes the organism.  Interaction type is discussed. Community is defined
	A food web is attempted with less than 3 chains or paragraph “average” quality or interaction type not discussed or community not defined.
	Interaction is missing and/or definition is missing and/or paragraph missing and/or food web incomplete.
	Attempted, but not done correctly.

	4. ecosystem
This section worth 8 points
	        xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
	An Ecosystem is drawn and 3 biotic and 3 abiotic components are drawn and labeled.  An important abiotic and biotic feature is fully discussed. Ecosystem is defined
	Biotic and abiotic features seem to be drawn, but they are not labeled OR importance of one or the other is not included and/or ecosystem not defined.
	A drawing is attempted, but there seems to be little understanding of abiotic and / or biotic.

	5. biome  

This section worth 8 points
	xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
	The biome is drawn & defined correctly and includes a paragraph on adaptation to environment.  Answers the question:  How is the organism adapted to this environment?
	The biome is incorrect or the paragraph does not properly identify an adaptation or definition not included
	There is some attempt at adaptation and biome, but some insufficiency in understanding.

	6. Biosphere

12
	Limiting factor and impact on organism is discussed and also identified as density dependent or independent. Biosphere is defined  
	Limiting factors are discussed, but impact to organism is not mentioned  or biosphere is not defined
	Limiting factors are alluded to but there is minimal effort.
	Limiting factor not well understood, but attempted.

	7. Neatness & grammar

12- 2 pts/sect
	The section is very neat, pictures are clear. One point will be deducted for every three misspellings (max 4 point grammar deduction) includes citations
	There is some attempt at neatness, but there are some stray erasures or the citations are missing
	There is little attempt at neatness
	There is no attempt at neatness


Rubric Side 2


Total points (out of 76)








+ _______


Late- ½ credit per section turned in after the “grading deadline”


- _______

Rubric included (+1)









+ _______


Final Score










    _______/76
Be aware of these COMMON ERRORS:
· Organism name should not be capitalized in the middle of a sentence except if it is written in binomial nomenclature such as Eudorcas thomsonii (gazelle).  When it includes a proper name such as North American porcupine or Thompson’s gazelle, the proper name only is capitalized. 

· Interaction not named by type (mutualism, herbivory, commensalism or predator/prey, etc, must be mentioned)

· Elementary misunderstanding:  Example:  Horses don’t eat mice and/or run fast to catch them.

· Sections missing.

· Ecological organization/classification (organism, population, community, etc.) must be in order

· Biological (scientific) classification (KPCOFGS) must be in order.

· Abiotic and biotic factors should be labeled.

· Late in completion- classroom deadlines should be followed so that points are not lost

· Limiting factor should be described and also identified as density dependent or density independent.

· In the food web, arrows point in the incorrect direction.  They should point TOWARD the organism getting the food.

Ecology Project

 You are a conservation scientist, interested in creating a project to display at a rehabilitation center or sanctuary that is specifically designed to house your animal.  Your goal is to make a mini-magazine, book, flipbook or poster that describes an animal mostly of your choice (preapproved so that no two students can profile the same animal). The text of your project should be typed in 12 point Ariel or Times Font. The book or project must include the following 6 sections, in order of Ecological Classification: (all bolded terms below must be defined)
· Species/ organism (p514)-  draw or print out a picture of your animal in an important ecological role.  You must also give its full scientific (Biological) classification from Species to Kingdom (in order).  Don’t confuse biological classification with ecological classification!

· Population- draw or print out a picture that represents what a population of your organism would look like.  If your organism is not a pack animal it is advisable to print out a mother with young. You must also write a paragraph on how is it adapted (p.461) to avoid predation or adapted to find food.  This paragraph should answer the question:  How is this organism adapted to catch food or avoid predation? 
· Community (p.74-76)- draw a food web (not a pyramid) that includes your animal as part of three chains within the web.  You must also write a paragraph on an interaction (p.103-104) that can occur between your animal and another animal in its community.  Note:  the arrowhead points to the organism that is getting the energy (which is away from the one losing it)!

· Ecosystem- since the ecosystem includes biotic and abiotic components, provide a picture of your organism’s ecosystem and point out 3 biotic and 3 abiotic factors.  Discuss one abiotic and also one  biotic factor that is important to your organism and  discuss why it is important. While “food and water” will get you credit, abiotic “calcium to build shell” and biotic “intestinal bacteria to digest food” will get you the full credit.
· Biome- (p 112-115) provide a picture of your organism’s biome and include a paragraph discussing general characteristics of the biome and how your organism is adapted to live in the biome it lives in.  Make sure that the biome matches the biome your organism normally inhabits!

· Biosphere- Draw a picture of the biosphere.  Discuss at least one limiting factor that could significantly reduce the population of your organism or threaten the survival of the species. Identify it as a density -dependent or a density-independent factor.  

· In addition to the above requirements, references must be cited in MLA format.  Use the CCHS Bibliography Format link to cite your sources.  A handout is available upon request.

Additional Notes:

Animals that are NOT a good choice:  anything domestic (such as dogs, guinea pigs, cats, etc.) and humans.

The text of your project must be typewritten.  


If you do not have access to a computer at home, then you can get a library flex pass or a flex-pass to my room in order to type your report.  No matter what flex you have I can accommodate you- bring lunch if necessary! Other options are available to you, see me if there is a concern.

A Note About Plagiarism:


Plagiarism, and how to avoid it, will be discussed in class. The best way to avoid plagiarizing someone else’s work is to document your sources in your reference section.  If you choose to copy someone else’s work, either by rewriting their sentences, or using their charts, tables, pictures, or text WITHOUT citing the reference, you will fail this project .  Again, there is a very easy way to avoid this—document your sources, and ask for help if you are unsure!!  If you have any questions, please have me read your project and sources, before you turn it in.
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