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Webinar Protocols 
● Session is being recorded
● Presentation style
● Questions are welcome in the Q&A tab at the 

bottom of your screen  
● We will gather questions and summarize them 

into a FAQ and publish them in the near future
● Closed Captioning is enabled for the group 

and you can activate it on your own device by 
clicking the Closed Captioning button on the 
bottom of your screen



What Is Dyslexia? 

● Defined as difficulty 
decoding text

● Learning challenges are 
not related to a child’s 
intelligence/motivation

● Children with dyslexia can 
& do learn to read



What Are The Requirements Of Ohio’s 
Dyslexia Law?
● Screen ALL K-3 students

○ Request screening by parent/teacher for 4th-6th
○ Move-ins from now on in 1st-6th

● Communicate with families
● Plan for Structured Literacy Certification
● Complete Professional Development

○ K-1 (by 23-24 School Year)
○ 2-3 (by 24-25 School Year)
○ 4th-12th IS (by 25-26 School Year)



What Has Bexley Been Doing In 
Response To The Law?
● Established a Structured Literacy District Team 

○ Meet quarterly
● Adopted resources aligned to the Science of Reading

○ Heggerty
○ Fundations/95 Percent
○ Wit and Wisdom

● Screened ALL K-5 students with Acadience
● Training ALL K-5 teachers in SoR/Acadience



What Can Help A Child With Dyslexia?

Strong Tier 1 
instruction that 

emphasizes 
The 5 Big Ideas 

in Reading

Multisensory, 
systematic, 

explicit 
instruction 

Intentional 
practice with 
the strategies 

they are 
learning



What Are The Tiers of Instruction?



What Are The 5 Big Ideas In Reading?





What Instruction Is Happening In My 
Child’s Classroom? 

K 1 2 3 4 5
HEGGERTY

Phonemic Awareness X X

FUNDATIONS
Phonics, Decoding/Encoding X X X X X

95 PERCENT
Phonics, Decoding/Encoding X X

WIT & WISDOM
Fluency, Vocabulary, Comprehension X X X X X X



Fundations & 
95 Percent

Wit and Wisdom

Heggerty



How Does A Child In Bexley City Schools 
Get Screened?

At Request

Parents/Guardians 
and teachers are 
always able to 
request a screener 
beyond this school 
year

2023-2024

Bexley City 
Schools is opting 
to screen all K-5 
students* 
*Ohio schools are 
required to screen all 
children in grades K-3

2024-2025 & Beyond

New students 
and all 
Kindergarten 
students will be 
screened for 
dyslexia each 
year



How Does A Child In BCS Get Screened?
Acadience Reading K-6
● Selected by BCS as our screening measure
● Assessed during the weeks of August 28/September 5



What Is Acadience?

● Several short tests given to 
screen/monitor progress (6)

● Acadience measures are timed (1 min.)
○ Timing is to find out if a child is able to 

answer the questions automatically 



Why Is The District Using Acadience?
● Ohio approved screener
● Provides universal screening 
● Helps teachers identify children at-risk
● Determine the skills to target for 

instructional support
● Detects when students need extra 

support
● Is sensitive to effects of intervention

○ Progress monitoring 
aligned/connected to benchmark 
information



What Skills Are Subtests Connected To? 



First Sound Fluency



Letter Naming Fluency



Phoneme Segmentation Fluency



Nonsense Word Fluency



Oral Reading Fluency



MAZE



Letter 
Naming 
Fluency

First 
Sound 

Fluency

Phoneme 
Segmentation 
Fluency

Nonsense 
Word 

Fluency
CLS

Nonsense 
Word 

Fluency
WWR

Oral 
Reading 
Fluency 

Accuracy

Oral 
Reading 
Fluency 

WPM

Oral 
Reading 
Fluency
 Retell/ 
Retell 

Quality

MAZE



What Does The Composite Score Mean?

At or Above 
Benchmark

Likelihood of achieving reading goals is 
80-90%

Below  
Benchmark 

Likelihood of achieving reading goals is 
40-60%

Well Below
Benchmark

Likelihood of achieving reading goals is 
10-20%



What Constitutes A Student Who Is 
At-Risk For Dyslexia?
● Acadience states that anyone who is well 

below benchmark is at-risk in that particular 
area

● Each student will receive a letter with an 
individual student report based on Acadience 
scores
○ Letter will indicate which area(s) indicated 

risk



What Is The Acadience Parent Report?

Your Child’s 
Acadience 

Results
Explanation of 
the Composite 

Score

Acadience Scores:
Above Benchmark

At Benchmark
Below Benchmark

Well Below Benchmark 

Explanation of 
each subtest



What Happens After My Child Is 
Screened?

If your child’s 
screener 
indicates that 
they are at 
risk for 
dyslexia, 
your child 
will:

Be given a more in depth screener to 
further pinpoint the area for intervention

Be provided with additional support 
through Structured Literacy Instruction

Have their progress monitored 
every 2 weeks 

Have their teacher update 
you on their progress



What Happens After My Child Is 
Screened?

Tier I Screener Tier II Screener

● Acadience
● All K-5 students
● Results sent home in the mail

● If your child’s Tier I screener 
(Acadience) indicates any 
areas in red, your child will be 
given a Tier II screener to 
further pinpoint areas for 
targeted instruction

● These results will be shared 
with you



What Are The Additional In-depth 
Screeners?

Prior  
Acadience 

Subtests

Heggerty 
Benchmark 
Assessment

CORE 
Phonics 
Survey



What Is Structured Literacy Instruction? 
Heggerty
Fundations
95 Percent

Benchmark Data
PM Data
Fundations Assessments

Multisensory
● Visual
● Auditory
● Tactile
● Kinestheic



What Does Structured Literacy Look 
Like?



How Is Structured Literacy Different 
From Other Ways To Teach Reading?

Structured 
Literacy

Balanced Literacy/
Whole Language

Code Emphasis (Spelling/Writing 
Patterns) 

Does It Look/Sound Right/Make 
Sense?  

Monitoring in Lowest Area of Need Track Levels

Phonemic Awareness n/a

Decodable Readers Leveled Readers



What Kind Of Structured Literacy 
Intervention Might My Child Receive? 

● Double Dose of Heggerty (Phonemic Awareness)
● Double Dose of Fundations (Phonics/Decoding)
● UFLI (Phonics/Decoding)
● Repeated Reading (Fluency)
● Explicit Instruction in Retell (Comprehension)
● Multisensory Instruction 



How Often Is My Child Receiving 
Intervention? 

● 3-5 times per week
● 15-30 minutes a day

If your child is making sufficient progress, the frequency 
of their intervention may be decreased

If they are not making progress, the duration or 
frequency of their intervention may be increased 



How Will I Know If My Child Is Making 
Progress? 
● Progress will be monitored bi-weekly
● Teachers will share progress at Parent Teacher 

Conferences
● Acadience can tell us if they are making progress…



What Happens If My Child Is In 6th 
Grade? 

● Families/teachers can request that their child be 
screened for warning signs of dyslexia
○ Email ELA teacher/school counselor

● Screened with Acadience
○ Identify any areas of risk
○ Provide an intervention and progress monitoring

● Communicate the results/effectiveness of the 
intervention



How Is The Dyslexia Law Connected To 
Ohio’s Third Grade Reading Guarantee?

Third Grade 
Reading Guarantee

Ohio Dyslexia 
Law

Approved 
Screener

Acadience Reading Acadience Reading

Date Completed September 30 September 30

How a Student 
“Flags”

Composite Score Red in Any Subtest 
and/or Composite 

Score



What Does It Mean If My Child Is At-Risk 
For Dyslexia, But On-Track For TGRG?

● If your child’s report indicates an area of risk on a 
subtest, we are intervening in the lowest area of 
deficit and monitoring progress every two weeks



What Does It Mean If My Child Is Not 
On-Track for TGRG?

If your child’s composite is in the red, it indicates that 
they are not on-track for reading success by the end 
of 3rd grade



When Does My Child Receive A Reading 
Improvement And Monitoring Plan 
(RIMP)?

● Teachers and parents to work 
together to understand the 
student’s reading difficulties

● Required for K-3 students not 
on-track for TGRG (Composite 
Score)

● Students who flag to be at-risk for 
dyslexia



In Conclusion

● It is the school district’s responsibility to 
provide systematic, explicit instruction to all 
students 

● If a student is at-risk, we are providing a 
structured literacy intervention, aligned to the 
skill area they need

● Your child’s progress will be monitored over 
time and we can adjust as needed



How Can I Help At Home?

● Stay Positive! Talking positively about school and 
learning, and setting high expectations about 
learning are some of the best supports you can 
provide.

● Keep in Touch! You and your family are important 
partners with your child’s school. Your child’s teachers 
can share any ideas for what you can do at home, 
consistent with what the school is teaching your child. 




