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Sy!‘c’%'g Information for Students and Families

Sylvania’s Commitment To You

Our district is committed to offering honors courses that are clear in purpose, rigorous in design, and
supportive of student growth. We also want families to have a strong understanding of what honors
coursework involves so they can make thoughtful decisions with their students. Honors should reflect
both challenge and opportunity, with clear expectations and equitable access to advanced learning.

Purpose and Design of Honors Programming

Junior high honors courses are designed for students who are ready for greater academic challenge and
deeper learning. Honors programming provides meaningful challenge through increased rigor, depth,
complexity, and independence while supporting students as they build confidence, communication,
preparation, self-advocacy, and academic habits for future honors, Advanced Placement (AP), and other
higher-level learning opportunities.

In honors courses, students engage with content at a more advanced level by analyzing ideas, explaining
and defending their reasoning, participating in discussion and inquiry, solving complex problems, and
applying learning in meaningful ways. Students may explore open-ended questions, investigate topics
more deeply, make connections among ideas, participate in project-based learning that requires greater
independence and deeper thinking, and take increasing responsibility for their organization, preparation,
and learning.

What Families Should Consider

When deciding whether honors is the right fit, families should reflect on both the academic expectations
of the course and the student’s readiness for increased independence. Success depends not only on
academic ability, but also on developing habits such as organization, persistence, participation,
communication, self-advocacy, and willingness to seek help.

Important considerations include:

Readiness: Is the student prepared for more challenging work and greater independence?

Interest: [s the student interested in the subject area, not just the honors label?

Workload: Can the student manage the added expectations along with other classes?

Productive struggle: [s the student willing to work through challenges and ask for help when

needed?

e Grades: Families should understand that grades may look different from those they have had in
the past, even for students who have done well previously.

e Balance: Consider the student’s extracurriculars, after-school activities, stress tolerance, personal
life, and overall well-being.

e Fit: Course choices should be based on student needs, readiness, and long-term growth — not

status, peer placement, or the recommendation alone.

Students do not need to take an honors course simply because they were recommended for one; all
factors should be weighed when determining whether the course is the right fit.
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What Honors Learning May Look Like
The difference between regular and honors coursework is not that one class “works harder” than the
other. The difference is usually in the level of thinking, independence, and complexity expected.

In regular coursework, students may... In honors coursework, students may...

Explore concepts in greater depth and apply them

Learn key concepts and practice applying them . . :
y p p pplying to new or unfamiliar situations

Respond to open-ended questions with more than

Answer questions with a clear correct answer
one reasonable approach or answer

Complete guided assignments with teacher Work with greater independence and seek help
support proactively

Show understanding through quizzes, classwork, |Explain and defend reasoning through discussion,
and structured tasks writing, problem-solving, and projects

Examples:

e In English, a regular class might identify theme and character development, while an honors class
might compare multiple interpretations of a text and analyze how literary elements work together
to shape meaning.

e In math, a regular class might solve problems using taught methods, while an honors class might
justify multiple approaches, defend reasoning, and explore patterns and relationships more deeply.

e In social studies or science, a regular class might learn key events or concepts, while an honors
class might evaluate competing explanations, examine multiple factors, and apply ideas to
authentic or local issues.

e In any subject, a regular class may focus more on building core understanding, while an honors
class asks students to transfer learning, make connections, and produce more sophisticated
responses.

Common Misunderstandings About Honors

Honors courses provide advanced learning, not necessarily accelerated learning. Honors students work
with grade-level standards at a deeper, more rigorous level, while acceleration means taking coursework
above grade level. For example, Honors Math 8 is advanced eighth-grade coursework, while Algebra I in
eighth grade is accelerated because Algebra I is typically a high school course. More information about

acceleration is available through Sylvania Schools’ Gifted Programming website.

Honors courses are NOT simply:

More homework
Longer assignments for the sake of being longer
Extra projects added to the same classwork
Faster pacing without deeper learning
A status label

e A guarantee of high grades
How Course Recommendations Are Made
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https://sites.google.com/sylvaniaschools.org/sylvaniaschoolsgifted/levels-of-gifted-support/acceleration

As we do in our high schools, Sylvania Schools uses a clear recommendation process for junior high
honors courses. Teachers in grades 5 through 7 recommend students for the following year’s courses
based on multiple sources of information. Recommendations are based on objective district and
state-approved assessment data, along with the teacher’s evaluation of a student’s classroom
performance in the area of recommendation.

The teacher evaluation component is a qualitative review of a student’s demonstration of the following
habits and behaviors:

e Homework completion e Peer collaboration
e C(Classwork completion e Work ethic & study habits
e (Content engagement e (Content comfort

These recommendations are made thoughtfully and should not be taken lightly. They reflect
data-informed, best-practice decisions intended to match each student with the level of challenge and
support that will best help them grow and succeed.

Gifted Services and Honors

At the junior high level, honors courses are the primary service delivery model for gifted students,
providing the rigor, challenge, and creative, critical, and connected thinking that gifted learners may need.
Students identified as gifted in a specific academic subject, such as English or Mathematics, receive gifted
services by enrolling in the honors course aligned to that subject. Students identified as gifted in cognitive
ability or creative thinking may be served through an honors course in a core academic area, including
English, Mathematics, Social Studies, or Science. A student’s gifted identification area is listed on the
current Written Education Plan (WEP) and may also be confirmed by contacting the district gifted
coordinator.

Gifted identification does not automatically place a student into an honors course, and not every honors
course is the right fit for every gifted student. Course selection should reflect the student’s interests,
readiness, strengths, and long-term goals. For example, a student identified as gifted in English may
choose another pathway that emphasizes another area of interest; however, the student would not
receive English gifted services that year if not enrolled in the aligned honors English course.

If a student enrolls in an honors course aligned with their gifted identification area, a WEP will be issued
later in the year. For students who are not enrolled in an aligned honors course, families will complete the
required acknowledgment process through the guidance office and later receive the required “No Service”
letter for that identification area. More information about gifted services is available through Sylvania
Schools’ Gifted Programming website.

Questions or Concerns

For additional questions or concerns regarding junior high honors courses, please contact the principal of
your student’s assigned junior high school or the district’s gifted coordinator. Contact information can be
found in the district directory.
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https://sites.google.com/sylvaniaschools.org/sylvaniaschoolsgifted/home
https://www.sylvania.k12.oh.us/StaffDirectoryPublic.aspx

