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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS!

Celebrate Asheboro’s First 100 Years!
By Dr. Diane Frost
Asheboro Schools Superintendent

One hundred years of
educating our children —
what an accomplishment!
I am truly humbled to
be a part of an outstanding
school system with such a
rich tradition of excellence.
This year of Asheboro
City Schools’ Centennial
has brought many joyful
reminders of all the ways
this community supports
and sacrifices on behalf of
providing the best education possible for all its chil-

dren.
As we
began
preparing
to celebrate our
school system’s centennial,
many ideas
Frost
were generated to honor our past.
While we have only been
able to implement a few, I
hope you have had the opportunity to help us celebrate at various events
throughout the year, and
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especially today, March 6,
2005, our 100th birthday.
As an outgrowth of our
celebrations, we asked
each school staff to prepare
a brief history. While we
would have benefited from
more in-depth historical
records, we have been able
to design this special section to highlight just a few
of the accomplishments
and moments in history
significant to Asheboro
City Schools. We recognize
there are many other
events that space did not
permit us to include.

We know that many of
the most special moments
are held in the memories of
our students, staff, parents
and community, both past
and present. It is amazing
to look back at the many
community leaders that impacted our school system in
its early years and how
their work still lives on
today. We are fortunate to
have a history of strong
parent and community support and a tradition of seeking out proactive strategies
to improve the quality of
our students’ education.

Thank you for your
many contributions to our
first 100 years, and I look
forward to working together to continue our tradition
of excellence.
Please review the schedule of events printed on
the back page of this special section, and join us
this afternoon at Asheboro
High School for a special
celebration from 2-4 p.m. It
will be a birthday party to
be remembered, and I very
much want our wonderful
community to celebrate
our progress together!

Asheboro, schools history
Male, female
academies
provide earliest
education
Editor’s Note: Asheboro
City Schools Superintendent Prof. R.J. Hilker prepared a survey about Asheboro and its schools which
was published on April 18,
1929. This newspaper article was made available by
Asheboro Public Library’s
Randolph Room.
The purpose of this survey is to inform the citizens
of Asheboro in matters regarding the school, as well
as the town in general,
thereby encouraging civic
pride, interest and aid in

Asheboro Graded School was constructed, in the 1908-1909
schoo year, on Fayetteville Street.
public improvements.

Early Asheboro history
According to tradition,
and perhaps a few records,
Jesse Henley, a Quaker living on Back Creek, entered
200 acres of land in the
center of Randolph County,
which had been formed

Some of Asheboro City Schools’ 100-year history in photographs, from top to bottom right: Asheboro High School, 1950-51;
former Fayetteville Street School and neighborhood, circa 1960; 1946 high school football team at Lindley Park playing field;
Asheboro Graded School; Old Balfour archways; Class of 1915; Randolph County Training School (Central School) band concert,
and Charles W. McCrary Elementary class photograph from first school year, 1958-59. All photographs from the past which are
on the cover and inside are from files of The Courier-Tribune, Asheboro Public Library’s Randolph Room and city schools.

from parts of Guilford and
Rowan counties in 1779.
This tract of land included,
also, the geographical center of the State, claimed to
be 200 feet east of the
house in which J.0. Redding and family now live.
See HISTORY, page 3 0
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Fayetteville Street School
Thousands educated at Asheboro’s first school
Editor’s Note: Asheboro
City Schools’ first school
was what was originally
called Asheboro Graded
School and later known as
Fayetteville Street School.
Located on the corner of
South Fayetteville and
Academy streets, the original facility was built during the 1908-09 school year.
It closed at the end of the
1967-68 school year after
serving thousands of Asheboro elementary and high
school students. Carolina
Bank is located on the former school site; Asheboro
Summit was built on part

of the school land. The following is an article published in The Courier-Tribune in 1968 the week after
the school closed; information from other past articles.
Fayetteville Street
School’s doors are
closed ... School holds
memories for many
By Henry King
June 11, 1968
Children from Fayetteville Street School ran
out of the doors in glee last
week grinning in anticipation of a three months’ holiday.

Fayetteville Street
School, originally
at the corner of
South Fayetteville
and East Academy
streets, at one time
served all of
Asheboro City
Schools’ students.
They were born just a
little over 100 years too
late.
Back in 1861 the Fayetteville School children had
a four-year vacation. Their

school was closed from
1861-65 when the building
was taken ever by Civil
War soldiers to be used as
See FAYETTEVILLE, page 4
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Fayetteville
From page 3

military barracks.
That’s one of the many
interesting facts to be
learned from the history
of the Fayetteville Street
School as gleaned from
the meager records of
those long ago days.
Because of its existence
for well over 100 years,
the Fayetteville Street
School, along with its
predecessors, and some of
its history is known by
every generation of Asheboroians now living.
Soon memories of the
school will fade, for it has
now, at last, closed its
doors as an educational
institution.
The building will be
sold by the Asheboro City
School system and its
buyer may choose to tear
it down or remodel it beyond recognition.
Mrs. Hal Worth, secretary of the Randolph
County Historical Society,
remembers when the present Fayetteville Street
School was erected in
1909.
In talking about it, she
said she wanted to go
down to the school and
visit it once more before it
was closed, but couldn’t
make it.
“I guess I couldn’t bear
the thoughts of its closing,
though,” she said.
According to Mrs. Worth
and others who have made
notes about the school and
the buildings that preceded it, the site has been
public grounds since the
very early days of the
county.
Researchers have said
that the land on which the
school stands was in use
for “public” functions since
just after the Revolutionary War.
The militiamen of the
newly independent United
States used the clearing

Demolition of Fayetteville Street School began on July 29, 1969,
some 60 years after the original part of the facility was
constructed.
there as a muster ground
and roll call field.
The convenience of the
field made it an ideal
place for a fairground and
it was used as a permanent fairground for many
years.
Earliest accounts say a
white picket fence enclosed the fairground and
stood until after Civil War
days.
Prior to 1836 there
were few schools in Randolph County other than
subscription schools
taught by itinerant teachers going into small communities for six to eight
weeks after the crops were
laid by.
The tuition fees were
small, often being paid in
produce with the teacher
boarding among the
pupils. Many of the earliest schools were known by
the name of the owner of
the schoolhouse.
Randolph had Evans
School, 1822; Troy’s
School, 1837; Giles, Frazier’s, Craven’s, Mosses,
Brown’s, York’s, and others.
The earliest available
dates about the Fayetteville Street School refer
to the year 1838 when a
male and female academy
were decided upon as
being necessary.

Little is known about
the Male Academy, although some extensive accounts remain of the Female Academy which was
built near the home of
William J. Armfield, also
on Fayetteville Street.
According to Deed Book
25, page 274, of the courthouse records, James M.A.
Drake and Alfred H.
Marsh each gave one-half
acre on a “spot” of ground
for the Male Academy on
which there was already a
convenient house on the
lot.
Trustees for the academy were named to be
J.M.A. Drake, Jonathan
Worth (later to become
governor of North Carolina), Hugh McCain and
Benjamin Swaim.
Dr. Simeon Colton, a
Presbyterian minister,
was head of the Male
Academy around 1850 and
during the Civil War years
when the academy was
closed for four years and
used as soldiers’ barracks.
Some say that probably
in the early 1890s the old
school building burned
down and after the graded
school was organized.
Mrs. Laura Worth, who
came to Asheboro in 1904
to teach, said the Fayetteville Street School was a
frame building. She said

there were four other
teachers, one Myrtle Scarborough, who later became Mrs. W.A. Coffin. Another local woman who
was very much interested
in education at that time
was Mrs. Henry Robbins,
she said.
“I taught the second
and third grades,” Mrs.
Worth said, “and those
were joyous days.
“Everyone seemed so
happy back then. People
were enthused over education and the children were
eager to learn.
“Looking back, somehow it seems like we got
along just as well in the
older buildings as in the
new.”
Mrs. Worth told how
everyone went home for
lunch, except the children
from the Balfour area who
brought theirs.
She taught at the school
from 1904-12 when she
went to Chapel Hill. A few
seasons later, she returned to Asheboro to
make it her home, but did
not become a full-time
teacher.
However, her familiarity with the school and education in general gave
her a fully qualified background to write about
local education, and she
prepared a long article on
Randolph County school
program for the N.C. Education Bulletin.
According to Mrs.
Worth’s original article,
there was an educational
awakening around the
State in 1900 and the
Town of Asheboro, with
less than 1,000 people,
was swept into a new consciousness of the needs of
an improved public school.
Trustees elected were:
Col. A.C. McAlister,
William P. Wood, J.E.
Walker, William C. Hammer, R.R. Ross, J.0. Redding, William J. Scarboro
and others.
A large, three-room
house was built and Dr.

N.C. Newbold and his wife
took charge of the school.
Newbold was succeeded
by Dr. N.W. Walker and he
had four assistant teachers.
Charles M. Staley was
the next principal. During
his administration it was
realized that to keep pace
with increasing school
needs and the industrial
development of the town a
new and larger building
was needed.
A new charter was authorized, under which
bonds were sold, and a 10room brick house with an
auditorium seating capacity of 500 was built in
1909.
This building is the center of the present greatly
enlarged building. A new
auditorium, 12 more
rooms and a gymnasium
were added about 1923.
About the time the new
brick building was first
used another grade was
added to the course of
study, and it became a 10grade school. A few years
later an 11th grade was
put on to keep up with the
advancing standards in
education.
At the time the last addition was made to the
building, in 1927, it was
thought there would be
housing room for the children of Asheboro for many
years to come.
And these thoughts pervaded educators’ calculations at a time when
Fayetteville Street School
was the only school in
Asheboro.
Fayetteville Street
School remained the only
school in Asheboro for another nine years, holding
the line against a
See FAYETTEVILLE, page 5
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Fayetteville
From page 4

population increase, the
greater efficiency in methods that kept children in
school for longer periods
and new courses which
had been added to meet
the needs of the community.
In the mid-1930s,
Fayetteville Street School
got relief. The Park Street
School was erected in
1936 and Donna Lee
Loflin took charge of it.
Also the Balfour school
had recently been admitted to the Asheboro School
System.
Perhaps the one record
dear to some people’s
hearts and memory are
the various superintendents and principals who
served at the local school
since the turn of the 20th
century.
This list is not complete, but written from
memory by Mrs. Worth
and some of the later
names supplied by Guy B.
Teachey:
E.J. Scarboro, 1907-08;
O.V. Woosley, 1908-12;
George W. Bradshaw,
1912-14; C.E. Teague,
1914-15; C.R. Wharton,
1915-16; E.C. Byerley,
1916-17; B.F. Hassell,
1923-26; R.J. Hilker, 193543; Frank D. McCleod,
1943-45; thence two principals — one for the high
school and one for the elementary school — Bertha
Councilman and N.K. Carpenter; Guy B. Teachey,
1945-47; Fayetteville
street High School principals, George W. Holmes
III, 1947-49, and Hatcher
P. Storey, 1949-1950; elementary school principals,
Miss Mae Blackwelder,
1965; Harvey Allen, 196567, and Wayne Vestal,
1968.
■■■
Fayetteville Street
School, an Asheboro land-

mark since the turn of the
century, was sold at auction Saturday (Nov. 16,
1968), according to a Nov.
18, 1968 article in The
Courier-Tribune.
High bidder for the entire property was Asheboro Rentals Inc., represented by local attorney
Jack Beck. Possible use of
the property was not disclosed.
The high bid of
$150,700 fell far short of
the $200,000 the school
board had hoped the property would bring.
It was generally agreed
at the sale that the bid
will probably be upset,
and that the bidding could
go on for several weeks
before the property is finally sold.
The property was first
sold in lots and then as a
whole.
The lots along Fayetteville Street brought a
bid of $87,600.
The lots along Academy
Street brought a bid of
$40,100.
The gymnasium, which
was sold as one lot,
brought a bid of $22,500
for a total of $150,200.
This bid was upset by
Beck and Asheboro
Rentals when the property
was offered as a whole.
Since the property was
auctioned off as a whole,
the City School Board will
not pay for demolition
costs. The board had a low
bid of $13,200 for demolition of all buildings.
Apparently out-of-town
real estate promoters
failed to turn up and bid
on the property. Most of
the people bidding were
from Randolph County.
It had been speculated
before the auction that at
least two real estate people with interests in shopping centers would bid on
the property.
■■■
Fayetteville Street
School and the four acres
on which it stood was

eventually sold by the
Asheboro City Board of
Education in February
1969, after several auctions, to Asheboro Rentals,
a group of Asheboro businessmen, for $190,500.
A Greensboro firm, D.H.
Griffin Wrecking Co., bid
$13,220 to demolish the
Asheboro landmark and
on July 29, 1969, the first
of the yellow brick walls
came tumbling down. This
cost was taken from the
sale price.
Proceeds from the sale
were to be used for construction of a building at
Asheboro High to house a
new library, additional
classrooms and language
and art laboratories.
When the Park Street
School opened, some
younger students went to
school there while others
went to Fayetteville Street
which continued to house
high school students. In

1945, the 12th grade was
added.
In 1950, the school
changed after Asheboro
High School was built to
serve students in grades
8-12; Fayetteville Street
School served students in
grades 1-7.
Former Asheboro
Schools Superintendent
Guy B. Teachey recalled in
1980 that commencement
exercises were still held at
the Fayetteville Street auditorium for about three
or four years because
there wasn’t enough
money to building an auditorium at the high
school.
In the early 1950s, students in grades 1-3 had to
go to school in double
shifts — one group from 8
a.m.-noon and another,
noon-4 p.m. — because
there weren’t enough
classrooms.
Classes were also held

in the First Baptist and
First Methodist churches.
Around Christmas time
in 1954, Teachey said
Lindley Park Elementary
was finished and the double shifts stopped.
By the early 1960s,
after both Charles W. McCrary and Guy B. Teachey
schools opened, Fayetteville Street housed all
seventh- and eightgraders.
When Asheboro Junior
High School was built in
1962, eighth-graders went
there and Fayetteville
Street housed only seventh-graders until it
closed at the end of the
1967-68 school year.
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Central School
1926 structure continues to serve community
Editor’s Note: Central
School, located on Watkins
Street, primarily served as
the only secondary school
for Randolph County’s black
residents. The following information was provided by
Addie Luther.
Erected in 1926 in the
East Side neighborhood of
the small town of Asheboro,
the Central School structure is a well-preserved example of the Rosenwald
Schools built for AfricanAmerican children throughout the South in the early
20th century.
Some construction money
came from the Randolph
County school board, but
much was donated by black
private citizens and by the
Julius Rosenwald Fund.
The Fund, established by
the president of Sears, Roebuck and Company to aid
Southern black education,
also provided state-of-theart plans for the structure.
Central School is a onestory, gable-roofed brick
building based directly on
the design entitled “Seven
Teacher Community School,
to Face East or West Only,”
published in the Fund’s
1924 pattern book Community School Plans, Bulletin
#3.
The 1926 structure is in
good original condition.
Weather and vandalism
have caused deterioration of
window frames, but window
openings have not been
filled in, a common alteration to Rosenwald schools
elsewhere in North Carolina. Even the interior wainscoting and wooden floors
and ceilings typical of
Rosenwald designs remain
intact in some areas of Central School.
A large two-level Inter-

Register of Historic Places.
The neighborhood organization also worked to
achieve the original school’s
adaptive reuse as apartments for elderly and handicapped persons. In 1994,
the group’s efforts culminated in the conversion of the

Clifton Hughes / The Courier-Tribune

Central School, originally constructed in 1926 to serve black
students, remains in use today as East Side Homes and is
located at 414 Watkins St. Other portions of the school are used
by Asheboro Day Care Services and the Boys and Girls Club.
national Style wing was
added to the north end of
the original building in
1948, nearly doubling the
facility’s size but barely disturbing the Rosenwald
structure.
Behind the original
building stands a gymnasium building and an elementary classroom building,
both erected in the 1950s
and separated by a northsouth driveway and parking
area that bisect the school
property.
For much of its history
Central School was the only
secondary school serving
black residents of Randolph
County. It formed an integral part of black life for
thousands of families, not
only as an educational facility, but as a county-wide center for community events
until it closed in 1969.
By 1980, the school campus wilted under the strain
of age and vandalism and
was littered with garbage.
For neighbors, the campus
was fast becoming an eyesore. That year, a group of
the neighbors formed the
East Side Improvement Association (ESIA) with the

goal of restoring the campus to its place as a center
of community life.
A truly grassroots effort,
ESIA raised money holding
bake sales, car washes and
barbecues. Shortly after its
formation, the group purchased the school campus
and its three buildings for
$45,000. A decade later, the
nonprofit had raised enough
money to convert the former
elementary school building
into a state-of-the-art day
care center, Asheboro Day
Care Services.
“Nobody thought we
could do it,” said Addie
Luther, a retired teacher
and social worker who led
the effort to restore the
campus.
“We knocked on many
doors before we found
lenders willing to give us a
chance.”
In 1993, ESIA lobbied
successfully to have Central
High added to the National

old high school into 18 onebedroom apartments for
senior citizens, known as
East Side Homes.
Today, Central School remains the centerpiece of
one of Asheboro’s largest
African-American neighborhoods.

Congratulations
Asheboro City
Schools
in celebration
of 100 years!
We appreciate the opportunity of
being the General Contractor for
many of your construction
endeavors.

910-625-2217

• Commercial • Industrial • Institutional
Congratulations on 100 Years
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Donna Lee Loflin School
Original Park Street School opened in 1936
Editor’s Note: Andra
Grundman, media specialist, provided this history of
Park Street School, which
was renamed Donna Lee
Loflin School in 1979 after
its first principal retired,
and other school system occurrences over the past 69
years.
The doors of Park Street
School were opened for the
first time in September
1936 with Miss Donna Lee
Loflin as principal.
We were a small school,
designed originally for
grades 1-8, having nine

classrooms, an auditorium,
book room and office space.
That same year the music
program was begun under
the leadership of Louise
Thomas. Her time was
shared with each elementary school.
Two years later, Park
Street PTA organized as an
independent unit and, in
1939, the PTA planted
trees, grass and shrubbery.
In 1942, the first cafeteria opened, located at the
Fayetteville Street School,
and shared between that
school and Park Street

It IS Important You Know
WHERE Your Beef
Is Coming From!
Each Customized Order May Include:
T-BONE STEAKS, RIB-EYE
STEAKS, RIB ROAST, STEW
BEEF, GROUND SIRLOIN,
CHUCK STEAK
Depending on your specifications, your order
is vacuum-packed, frozen & delivered to your home!

School. The PTA helped finance this project and even
provided some of the
knives, forks and spoons
used.
Our school became so
overcrowded by 1943 that
double sessions were held.
The PTA worked hard to
get a bond election passed
for buildings and school
improvements. Until the
new in-school cafeteria was
completed in 1948, the
Lutheran Church across
the street was used by
mothers to prepare food for
Park Street School students.

For many years Lillian
Tysor served as dietitian for
the lunch room program.
Upon her retirement, Betty
Beane became the dietitian.
Federal assistance helped in
funding the lunchroom program.
The 1950s brought several changes and upgrades.
Asheboro City Schools
added a second music
teacher to the elementary
program in 1952; Rose Patterson became the music
teacher for Donna Lee
Loflin School. She taught
music in our school two days

a week.
In 1954, Dwight Holland
became the supervisor of art
instruction for the Asheboro
City Schools system.
An upper wing was added
to Park Street School just a
year before a fire destroyed
the middle classroom
See LOFLIN, page 8
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for

HEALTH-CONSCIOUS FAMILIES
• Naturally Lean
• No added growth hormones
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Order Today!
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Asheboro, NC 27203
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Loflin
From page 7

section of the lower wing
in 1959. At about that same
time, Maxton Stout began
his 21-year career at Park
Street School, providing excellent custodial services.
While the 1950s brought
changes in the school building, the 1960s experienced
several personnel changes.
In 1960, rebuilding of the
lower wing was completed
and students were able to
return to Park Street School
for classes.
Dr. Johnny R. Parker became the first director of elementary education for
Asheboro City Schools and
provided valuable leadership and guidance to the educational programs of the
school.
Marie Malpass became
the first attendance officer
for the school system and
maintained an office at Park
Street School, working
closely with students and
parents who had special
school attendance related
needs.
In 1965, a speech therapist position opened and
was filled by Doris Smith
until her retirement in
1979. She was followed by
Liz Motteler, then Robin
Kirkpatrick. That same
year, Miss Donna Lee Loflin
retired and the school’s
name was changed to honor
her.
Donald Chisholm became
the second principal of the
school and the first to serve
as Donna Lee Loflin School
principal. Anna Shaw
served as secretary of the
school, followed by Margaret
Nance and Kay Cagle (now,
Kay Schimanski).
In 1969, two positions
were added. Della Lee Jamision became the art instructor, providing instruction to
all five elementary schools
in the Asheboro City
Schools system. The Learning Disabilities Program

Paul Church / The Courier-Tribune

Donna Lee Loflin Elementary School has undergone several renovations since it opened at 405 S.
Park St.
was begun at Donna Lee
Loflin School with Rayburn
Blevins as the first teacher,
followed by Helen Biddle,
Mary Beth White and, now,
Melissa Hicks.
In 1970, Elizabeth Brissan was hired by Asheboro
City Schools as the first
physical education teacher.
She initially taught one day
a week at Donna Lee Loflin
School, later increasing her
time to two days each week
when another PE teacher
was hired to assist in serving the five elementary
schools. Rebecca Curtis followed her and served until
the spring of 1979, succeeded by Jane Lewis.
The kindergarten program began in 1973.
Kindergarten children were
chosen by a lottery system
for the first two years. Since
the fall of 1975 all kindergarten children were enrolled as a part of the school
program.
The Exceptional Children’s Program was initiated with the hiring of Irene
Isley as the first director of
the program for Asheboro
City Schools.
For many years the Loflin
School Health Room was
staffed by volunteer mothers, but, in 1974, Asheboro
City Schools employed a
nurse to serve all elementary schools. The nurse

Park Street School, shown in
1936 after its completion, was
renamed in honor of its
original principal, Donna Lee
Loflin who served 43 years.
spent one day at each elementary school per week.
Shirley Harrington served
in this position for one year,
followed by Lucille Jenkins
and, when she retired in
1979, Pansey Powell.
For the second time the
school received accreditation from the Southern Association of Schools and Colleges in 1974.
The next year, Bill Robinson was hired as school psychologist for Asheboro City
Schools, providing significant support and guidance
help for the many special
needs of the school’s children.
Renovation and new additions were added to the
Loflin School facility in
1976. A new media center
was built and two additional
classrooms were added to
the upper building. A full-

time assistant, Julia
Williamson, was employed
to help with the media center activities and remained
in that position for 14 years.
Some of the new programs
implemented included the
Donna Lee Loflin School
Storytellers (sixth-grade
media helpers), participation in the Optimist Oratorical Contest, special holiday
storytelling festivals, creative writing and other special activities that included
music, poetry, and dance.
The old library and office
space were completely renovated to house an updated
suite of offices, a conference
room, a duplicating room,
health room, art supply
room and two additional
classrooms for the speech
and learning disability programs. The Primary Reading Program became a vital
part of the school; Peggy
Woodruff became reading
coordinator for the system.
The Title I Reading Lab was
another new addition to the
school programs; Annie
Dorsett was employed as
the teacher with Linda
Baldwin as her assistant.
Frannie Lemmons Development Center opened its
doors at Loflin in 1977, providing services for children
with profound developmental difficulties.
Asheboro City Schools re-

ceived Level III accreditation, the highest level a
school could earn in 1981.
Then a new Donna Lee
Loflin School song was presented to the public at the
PTA program honoring the
history of the school and
paying tribute to Donald R.
Chisholm, Loflin School’s
second principal. The words
were written by Nan Kemp
and Ruth Jackson.
Sixth-grade student
Kasey Morris created an
emblem for Asheboro City
Schools in 1984. The emblem, along with a new
motto, was adopted by the
Asheboro City Schools: “Educating Children, building
responsible adults!”
Richard Harrington replaced Donald Chisholm as
principal of Loflin School in
1986.
The 1980s ended in a
great way when Jan Callaway, kindergarten teacher
for Loflin School, won the
National Education Association’s Terry Sanford Award.
In 1991, the National Education Association chose
Asheboro as its 13th Learning Lab nationwide because
local teachers and school officials for many years had
worked toward making education exciting.
Two years later Principal
Richard Harrington died
and Dr. Steve Bingham was
appointed to fill that position. Bingham led Loflin in
becoming one of 27 schools
in the state to be designated
a North Carolina A+ School.
Building on Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences
model, the program fuses
performing and visual arts
with academic instruction.
Dance and drama are added
to the curriculum.
The school gets a $2.5
See LOFLIN, page 29

Congratulations on 100 Years

THE COURIER-TRIBUNE, ASHEBORO, N.C., Sunday, March 6, 2005

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS!

Old Balfour School
ECDC, alternative school use facility
Editor’s Note: The facility now known as the Early
Childhood Development
Center opened in 1926 as
Balfour School and eventually became a city school.
Susan Scott, parent educator at ECDC, compiled this
history.
The history of the Old
Balfour School began in
1926 when the first students were taught in the
school named after Col. Andrew Balfour, a Revolutionary War hero.
The teachers at that
time taught grades 1-8.
Frank Bulla was one of the
first students at that time.
He remembers that his
teacher was Ms. Vanweary
and the principal was Mr.
Wilson.
The school was originally a Randolph County
school, but later became
part of the city system during Inez Lewellan’s term as

Old Balfour School is now
known as Asheboro City
Schools’ Early Childhood
Development Center and
also houses the school
district’s alternative
school. It is located at
1738 N. Fayetteville St.

Paul Church / The Courier-Tribune

principal from 1941-58.
Through the years Grady
King, Marvin Hogsed,
Frances Jones, Glen Brookshire and Chris Fennell
also served as principals.
Perhaps the defining aspect of this school has been
change. The physical

Congratulations on 100 Years

Walker Shoe Outlet

These are
just a few
of the
Name Brand Shoes for LESS!
storewide 414 EAST DIXIE DR.
625-1815
savings.
HRS: MON.-SAT. 9 AM-7 PM; SUN. 1-6 PM

Everyday
Low
Prices Storewide
Savings!

See BALFOUR, page 10

LEARNING
CONNECTION
Educational Materials & Supplies
Tutoring

Rainbow Sandals
Men’s - Ladies - Children’s
• Straps lined with 2000 lb. test nylon
• Guaranteed for the life of the sole
• Genuine top grain leather
• Hand formed arches
• Triple glued
• Non-slip Sole

1123 S. Fayetteville Street
Asheboro, NC 27203
336/626-3767
gdorsett@asheboro.com
www.thelearningconnection.biz

Men’s and Ladies
Rockport & Dexter
Boat Shoes

Asheboro City Schools
Congratulations
on 100 Years

$39.95

All Ladies Fall &
Winter Boots
Up to

FINAL
CLEARANCE

75% OFF

Carole Gilliam
Realtor ®
GRI, ABR, SRES Owner
The Real Estate Shoppe

629-5884

Your “First Place” to Shop for Name Brand Footwear and Accessories!

9

10

THE COURIER-TRIBUNE, ASHEBORO, N.C., Sunday, March 6, 2005

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS!

Happy

Balfour

100th

From page 9

building and purpose of
the program housed there
have altered dramatically
over the years, but the
school continues to remain
vital and flexible in terms
of these changes.
Initially the school consisted of the main building
only, facing North Fayetteville Street. In 1947, the
wing now housing the
learning center was built
on the Balfour Avenue
side. The warehouse wing
was built in 1950 on the
Virginia Avenue side and
the cafeteria building was
built on the same side in
1953.
Prior to 1973, the library was housed in a
metal building nicknamed
“the Hut.” In 1973, the
media center wing opened
in the wing now housing
two preschool classes. Finally, the other wing on
the side of Balfour Avenue
was built in 1975.
The outside of the building has also changed. Two
of the most notable features are two large trees
that still stand on the
grounds. The oak tree in
the courtyard was planted
by a student named Jerry
Reeder in 1954. A rare
Doan Redwood in the playground was planted by
Marvin Hogsed when he
was principal from 196677.
The last year these
buildings served as an elementary school was the
1991-92 school year. Due
to changing needs and increased populations, a new
Balfour School was built to
house classes for K-5 from
the northern section of
Asheboro.
During the transition
year of 1992-93, the old facility housed central purchasing/warehouse, textbooks, the Chapter I office,
testing and intersession

Anniversary
ASHEBORO CITY SCHOOLS
We Appreciate You
Educating Our Community

Old Balfour School retains its original hardwood floors in the
main building which was constructed in 1926.
programs for year-round
students.
Currently the Old Balfour has also become the
home of a wide variety of
programs accommodating
both Asheboro City and
Randolph County students. Funding is derived
from city, county, federal
and community college
sources. These special programs include the Early
Childhood Development
Center (ECDC) and The
Learning Center (Alternative School for Asheboro’s
grades 6-9). Adult classes
have been taught through
ECDC’s Even Start family
literacy program since
1993 and English as a Second Language (ESL) classes are taught through
Randolph Community College two nights a week.
ECDC provides six
quality preschool classes
in the building for 100 students. The program serves
developmentally delayed,
ESL, multiple–handicapped and economically
deprived children for the
Asheboro City School System. In 2000, the preschool
received a 5- star rating
from the N.C. Division of
Child Development. The
program has grown from
two preschool classes to
the current six onsite
classes and the additional
two at Loflin and Lindley
Park elementaries. Sonia
Michael serves as the preK coordinator.

The alternative school
was started in 1994. The
intent was to help students overcome the obstacles that had hindered
their learning processes.
The goal of the program is
to help these students return to their home schools.
To date, this center has
served approximately 500
students. Dan Goble is administrator for this school
as well as building administrator.
The Old Balfour School,
or the annex as it is called
now, has seen many
changes over the years.
Several other departments
have offices here as well
including those in the Exceptional Children program, diagnosticians and
psychologists. The testing
center and ESL director
recently left the building
for offices at the central office.
The students and staff
enjoy the character of
working in a building with
beautiful hardwood floors
and a comfortable atmosphere. The use of this
building has stood the test
of time as it has changed
to meet the needs of the
changing population of
Asheboro.

...yesterday, today & tomorrow
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Lindley Park School
1952 bond issue funded new elementary
Editor’s Note: The history of Lindley Park Elementary School was compiled by Rayburn Blevins,
Norma Connell, Bert
Maness and Ruth Burgess.
Lindley Park School initially opened in 1954,
serving 609 students in
grades 1-6.
In the Feb. 12, 1953,
edition of the city’s newspaper, the Randolph Tribune, the new school was
described in the following
way:
“Of single story construction, the building
will be one of the most
modern and up-to-date in
the state with 20 classrooms, a cafeteria, a library, an auditorium and
administrative offices.
This is one of five projects
called for in the $975,000
bond issue approved by
the voters of the township
last April 1.”
Lee Godwin was the
first principal of the
school followed by Warren
Hawkins, Richard Harrington, Bill Payne, Glen
Brookshire, Shirley Poole
and, currently, Dr. Hazel
Frick.
In 1976, structural
changes were made to the
building to provide new
classrooms. At that time,
the library and office
areas were enlarged and

renovated.
In 2002, Lindley Park
received a facelift and
other improvements and
additions.
Over the past 51 years,
Lindley Park has seen the
implementation of many
new programs that include the following:
■ The YMCA set up an
After School Program for
students whose parents
arranged for them to attend.
■ Dig N’ Dream Garden
Club maintained a nature
trail with a large variety
of wild flowers. A shelter
was also built to accommodate students for outdoor study including writing poetry.
■ Team teaching began
at Lindley Park in 1960.
■ Teacher assistants
were hired to work with
primary teachers and students.
■ Exceptional Children’s program began in
the fall of 1969 with the
first resource class for
See LINDLEY, page 12

Renovations
have
changed
the original
facade of
Lindley Park
Elementary
School.

Paul Church / The Courier-Tribune
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Lindley

Lindley Park Elementary
School, at 312 Cliff Road,
originally opened to students
in 1954.

From page 11

learning disabled students. Other placements
included EMH and BEH.
■ Speech therapy was
implemented for students
that qualified.
■ Private music teachers came to Lindley Park
and taught piano lessons
during school hours.
Teachers worked with
them to arrange a schedule so that children would
not miss regular classes.
■ A band program was
implemented for sixthgrade students while
fourth-graders learned to
play the flute.
■ Many special programs were presented at
the school. One favorite
puppet show, “Little Jack,”
was given by a traveling
theater group.
■ By 1990, almost every
regular classroom had at
least one.
■ A Year-Round School
Calendar was implemented for the 1993-94 school
year.

Congratulations on 100 Years

NEW!

Congratulations!

■ A new library program was begun under
Lee Godwin’s leadership
as principal. Teachers assisted with processing
books before they were

shelved. Later, Asheboro
City Schools hired a librarian that spent one
day per week in each
school.
Today, Lindley Park
serves a diverse population of 394 students, in
grades pre-K-5, in 21
classrooms that also includes the newly-created
Pre-Kindergarten class.

ASHEBORO CITY
SCHOOLS on

100 Years
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Charles W. McCrary School
Elementary opened in 1958 with 658 students
Editor’s Note: Charles W.
McCrary Elementary
School’s history was provided by Elizabeth Price,
principal.
Charles W. McCrary Elementary School opened its
doors in 1958 with 658 students in grades 1-6.
There were 20 teachers
employed during the first
year of the school’s history.
The school was named after
local industrialist Charles
W. McCrary who also was
chairman of the Asheboro
City Board of Education.
Inez Lewallen Spence,
the original principal of
McCrary Elementary, stated, in an article in The
Courier-Tribune when the
school was celebrating its
40th birthday, that she had
“nothing to work with but
a rough landscape and an
empty building. It didn’t
have a desk, except one in
the office, or a book. The

yard was full of rocks,
trees, shrubs — a mess.”
Since then, in addition to
teachers, teacher assistants
and secretaries have been
added to the school faculty.
The teacher-student ratio is
down and there is an actual
playground at the school.
The school has been renovated twice since 1958.
Once, in 1975, to add kindergarten classrooms as kindergarten became mandatory
and again, in 2000, when
extra resource classrooms
were added, as well as a
new multi-purpose room.
There have been a number of principals who have

Charles W.
McCrary
Elementary
School, at
400 Ross
St., has
undergone
many
changes
since its
doors first
opened to
students in
1958.
Paul Church / The Courier-Tribune

See McCRARY, page 14

James M. Kernodle, Jr. O.D.

Congratulations on 100 Years

Asheboro
!
s
n City Schools
o
i
t
la
u
t
100 Years
a
r
g
of Quality, Education
Con
Village Printing
530 Albemarle Rd.

625-2433

Powell & Powell Accounting, Inc.

Congratulations
Asheboro City Schools

•
•
•
•

Comprehensive health care of the eye
Treatment of eye disease
Referral for cataract surgery and Lasik surgery
Large selection and variety of eyeglass frames
FULL SERVICE CONTACT LENSE FACILITY INCLUDING:
•Color Contacts, Toric Contacts, Focus Night & Day Lenses

Faculty & Teachers
In The Celebration of 100 Years

MOST MAJOR INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

350 S. Cox Street, Suite A, Asheboro

336-625-2020

336-625-1427

328-A N. Fayetteville Street, Asheboro

13

14

THE COURIER-TRIBUNE, ASHEBORO, N.C., Sunday, March 6, 2005

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS!

McCrary
From page 13

served at McCrary. Inez
Lewallen Spence was followed by Marvin Hogsed,
Dr. Doug Jones, Chris Fennell, Shirley Poole, Emily
Lay, Howard Marder, T.C.
Dunlap and, currently,
Elizabeth Price.
During the history of
McCrary many events and
programs have occurred:
■ McCrary was the first
elementary school in Asheboro to be integrated.
■ A Year-Round School
Calendar was implemented
for the 1993-94 school year.
■ A biweekly morning
show, “McCrary’s Friday
Morning,” written and produced by students and
broadcast throughout the
school started during the
2002-03 school year.
■ Asheboro City Schools’
preschool program started
at McCrary with two preschool classes.
■ McCrary, an original
partner, continues to participate in the Uganda Project, collaborating with the
N.C. Zoo.
■ A full-time technology
instructor has been added
to the faculty.
■ Positive Behavior Support System was enacted in
2003.
■ Starting in 2004, a
full-time parent involvement specialist has been
added to the faculty.
■ An assistant principal
was added in 2004.
■ Fourth-grade students
have annually participated
in Colonial Day activities.
Today, McCrary Elementary serves 470 students in
grades K-5 in 26 classrooms.

Congratulations on 100 Years

A classroom photograph shows one of Charles W. McCrary
Elementary’s second-grade classes from the first school year,
1958-59. Their teacher was Sylvia B. Trollinger; one of the
students in this class (they were Class of 1971 graduates) now
teaches first grade, Hilda Garner.

ASHEBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 27204

Commercial • Institutional • Industrial
409 West Central Ave., P.O. Drawer 2809
Telephone: 336-672-1035 • FAX: 336-672-5577
Website: www.jhallen.com

Encourage our youth; build a better tomorrow

Randolph Electric
Membership Corporation
Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

Congratulates
Asheboro City Schools
In Your Celebration
of 100 Years!
Asheboro, NC
(336) 625-5177

Robbins, NC
(910) 948-3401

THE COURIER-TRIBUNE, ASHEBORO, N.C., Sunday, March 6, 2005

15

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS!

Guy B. Teachey School
City’s fifth elementary opened in 1963
Editor’s Note: The history of Guy B. Teachey Elementary School was compiled by the school staff.

Guy B. Teachey
Elementary
School, located
at 294 Newbern
Ave., was
originally
constructed in
what was a cow
pasture. A new
road had to be
built to the site
in southern
Asheboro.

1960s
Guy B. Teachey Elementary School opened in 1963,
serving grades 1-6. Guy B.
Teachey was Asheboro City
Schools’ superintendent
during this time and the
school was named in honor
of his dedication to education.
A surveyor was hired to
fly in a plane over the area
to find the best location for
a school in the southern
part of Asheboro and the
site, at the time a cow pasture, was chosen. A road
into the site was built during the year and a half construction period.
Glenn Brookshire was
the first principal. Under
his leadership, the school
earned Southern Association accreditation in just
one year. Also, in 1963,
Asheboro City Schools’
Central Office building was
constructed. Asheboro City
Schools became desegregated in 1964; in 1969 Central School closed and students from Central came to
attend Teachey.
Grady King was also
principal at Teachey during
several years in the 1960s.
In 1969, the Learning

Paul Church / The Courier-Tribune

Disabilities program began
at Teachey with Rayburn
Blevins as the teacher. This
program provided small
group instruction and personal attention for exceptional children.

1970s
Teachey remained under
the leadership of Mr. Grady
King as principal during
the 1970s. In 1972, Guy B.
Teachey retired as superintendent; a portrait of
Teachey was unveiled at a
dinner held in his honor in
the school cafeteria of
Teachey school. Lee
Phoenix was named as the
new superintendent.
A kindergarten lottery
system was instituted in
1973; Teachey then served
grades K-6. The media center was enlarged and the

office area was expanded.
A work year for teachers
was nine months. These
were the days of purple
mimeograph machines and
laminating by hand. The
average classroom size was
30 students or more with
no teacher assistants. Rosa
Auman taught Bible and
Louise Swain taught piano
lessons.

Hogsed provided leadership from 1986-93.
During the 1980s, Asheboro City Schools received

1980s
Grady King led Teachey
into the 1980s. Mary
Smitherman was principal
from 1982-84 and followed
by Jim Colavito as principal from 1984-86. Marvin

See TEACHEY, page 16
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Corie F. McRae, Agency, Inc.
would like to congratulate Asheboro
City Schools for their century of
hardwork and dedication to our
children’s education.

Teachey
From page 15

Happy Anniversary!

Level III accreditation
from the state of North
Carolina.
Teachey became the first
Asheboro City School with
a TMH class taught by Bea
Cole.

Nationwide® Insurance & Financial Services
Nationwide Is On Your Side.®
128 N. Park St., Asheboro
336-629-9151 OR
1009 N. Fayetteville Street, Ste. F., Asheboro
336-625-4690

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

INSURER

Life Insurance underwritten by Nationwide Life Insurance Company, Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and
Affiliated Companies, Home Office: Columbus, OH 43215-2220

1990s
In the 1990s, leadership
was provided by Marvin
Hogsed until 1993. Nancy
Avery was principal from
1993-97, leaving to be principal at North Asheboro
Middle School.
The decade was completed with Allison Sholar
as principal from 1997-98
and Denny Jennings from
1998-2000.

Former Asheboro Schools Superintendent Guy B. Teachey talks
with students of Shirley Poole and Alice Johnson at his
namesake school after his retirement.

Congratulates
Asheboro City Schools
In Celebration of
100 Years!

2000s
The ABCs accountability
with the state of North
Carolina becomes a major
focus. Teachey was a School
of Excellence in 2000-01;
School of Distinction for
the 2002-03 and 2003-04
school years.
In the 2001-02 school
year, the new kindergarten
wing was opened. This
wing houses four regular
classrooms, storage areas
and two resource classrooms. Nancy Avery returned as principal for
2000-02; Dr. Karen KiserKling became principal in
2002.
Teachey became a
schoolwide Title I school in
2003.
No Child Left Behind
standard presents challenges for all educators and
the dedicated staff of Guy
B. Teachey Elementary
School strives to meet
these challenges and provide quality education for
all children.

Guy B. Teachey School opened to students in grades 1-6 in 1963.

Asheboro City Schools
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Randolph Community College
Working Together To Prepare
Randolph County’s
Top-Quality Workforce.

Happy

100th
Asheboro City
Schools!
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Congratulations on 100 Years
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Asheboro City Schools
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Balfour School
Newest elementary opens in 1992
Editor’s Note: This history of Balfour Elementary
School was written by Jennifer Mendoza, Exceptional
Children teacher.
Kites are usually found
floating high in the sky in
neighborhood parks. But
step into a special place on
2097 North Asheboro
School Road and look up.
Kites are found soaring in
the cafeteria, in the gym
and in other unusual places
of Balfour Elementary
School. Yet at this school,
not only do the kites soar
high, but so do the spirits.
The kites are just one of
the unique qualities of Balfour Elementary. The school
has an interesting history
behind it as well.
About a year before Balfour Elementary’s opening
in July 1992, architects at
Smith-Sinnett Associates
were busy planning the layout of the school. Architect
John Sinnett seemed to
have a one-of-a-kind vision.
He wanted the school to be
a “retreat for children.” He
wanted the drive up to the
school to be a calming and
soothing experience that

captured the magnificent
views surrounding the area.
Sinnett had inviting and
clear ideas, yet he graciously accepted the input of the
teachers and staff at the old
Balfour school facility.
In fact, the staff of the
old school played a huge
part in construction of the
new school. They chose the
color scheme of peach, purple and sea foam to enhance that inviting and invigorating aura that Sinnett had envisioned. They
were not only able to give
their suggestions, but they
also physically chipped in.
The night before the first
day of school, many teachers remained at Balfour
long after dark putting furniture together in preparation for the students’ arrivals.
After all the hard work
was done, Balfour
See BALFOUR, page 18

Keep Up The
Great Job!

Congratulations
On
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Congratulations on 100 Years

Asheboro City Schools
Congratulations
on your 100th
Anniversary
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Schools
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Balfour Elementary School, located at 2097 North Asheboro School Road, is the newest Asheboro
City Schools facility, having opened for the 1992-93 school year.

18

THE COURIER-TRIBUNE, ASHEBORO, N.C., Sunday, March 6, 2005

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS!

Balfour
From page 17

Elementary had a groundbreaking ceremony at its
bell tower in July 1992. On
that day, Balfour Principal
Chris Fennell and Assistant Principal Elaine Harris joined Asheboro City
Board of Education members Linda R. Cranford and
Marylin S. Fowler, Superintendent Dr. Bob W. Gordon
and many others for the
ceremony. When Fennell
and Harris rang the ship’s
bell in the tower, the school
had officially opened, complete with both year-round
and traditional programs.
Many mementos from
Balfour’s unique history
remain. The original bell
relocated from the old Balfour school sits respectfully beneath the new bell.
The shovel from the
groundbreaking ceremony
also is inside the building.
Yet Balfour Elementary
School’s changes are evident. A plaque dedicated to
Balfour’s first year shines
proudly in the new building, engraved with the
phrase, “Dedicated to our
children and the teachers
and staff who love them.” A
banner created by Ruth
Allen, former school board
member, hangs in the cafeteria and symbolizes the
students.
The peach, purple, and
sea foam serve as reminders of the beautiful
views and inviting environment.
And the kites, which
were a gift from John Sinnett and his family, will remind staff and students of
Balfour’s unique history
and potential of a soaring
future.

Congratulations on 100 Years
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South Asheboro Middle School
Asheboro Junior High opened in 1962 to grades 8-9
Editor’s Note: Brad Rice,
assistant principal, provided this history of South
Asheboro Middle School.

History
South Asheboro Middle
School has shared Asheboro
City Schools’ 100-year history in some fashion for the
last 43 years.
Asheboro Junior High
School was founded in 1962
and initially opened its
doors to all Asheboro
eighth- and ninth-grade
students.
In 1968, Asheboro Junior
High School became the
home of Asheboro’s seventhgrade students.
The last shift in student
population came in 1986
when the ninth-grade students moved across Park
Street to Asheboro High
School. This created a void
that was quickly filled with
sixth-graders.
1986 also brought a
name change to South
Asheboro Middle School.
Other than the more common acronym, SAMS, the
name and the sixth-grade
through eighth-grade student body has remained the
same for the last 19 years.

The Building
The doors that Asheboro
Junior High School originally opened were different
than the ones that South
Asheboro Middle School
opens to its 575 students
today.
The main building is still
the same, but, in 1972, the
track was added. In 1979,
the theater was added. The
last structural renovation
was completed in 2001
when the new media center
was added. This last addition also brought a new art
room and five new class-

Paul Church / The Courier-Tribune

South Asheboro Middle School, at 523 W. Walker Ave. across from Asheboro High School, has undergone many changes since
opening it doors in 1962.
rooms.

The Leadership
In 1962, Asheboro Junior
High School opened under
the leadership of O.V. Harrell who remained principal
until 1965. Curtis McCombs
became the acting principal
in 1966 and turned the
reigns over to Thomas Jennings.
When the seventh-grade
students arrived in 1968
they did not come alone.
Coming with them was the
school’s first assistant principal, James Hayworth.
Hayworth changed chairs
and responsibilities in 1969
when he became school
principal of the school for
two years. In 1971, Edward
Smith became principal for
two years.
In 1973, Glen Brookshire
became principal for 12
years, resigning in 1985.
His assistant was Morris
Whitson.
James Colavito, who

Congratulations on 100 Years

came to SAMS in 1986,
oversaw the switch from
Asheboro Junior High
School to South Asheboro
Middle School. Charles
Spivey was the first assis-

tant principal at South
Asheboro Middle School.
1988 brought Chris Fennell as principal with
Charles Spivey remaining
as assistant.

Marcia Hyatt became
principal in 1990 and Curt
Lorimer was hired as
assistant principal.
See SAMS, page 20
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SAMS
From page 19

In 1992, Curt Lorimer followed the path that James
Hayworth had blazed in
1969 by moving from the assistant principal post to
principal. Lorimer worked
with two assistant principals: Steve Bingham, 199293, and Dr. Dan Goble,
1994-96.
In 1997, Tim Allgood took
the principal position;
Gwendolyn Williams filled
out the administrative team
as assistant principal.
Williams followed the Hayworth/Lorimer career path
by moving from assistant
principal to principal in
2002 when Brad Rice became assistant principal.
As the 2004-05 year
comes to a close, the
Williams/Rice team are
completing their third year
together and completing the
43-year history of Asheboro
Junior High/South Asheboro
Middle School administrative timeline.

The Programs
Asheboro Junior High
School opened as a traditional junior high school.
The grades 8-9 format provided a transition for students from the primary
grades to high school. The
change to the middle school
concept came in 1986, sending ninth-graders to Asheboro High School and relieving overcrowding at the elementary schools as the sixth
grade moved to AJHS.
Asheboro Junior High
School received accreditation through the Southern
Association of Colleges and
Schools in 1964. This SACS
accreditation was renewed
in 1975, 1985, 1990, 1995
and 2000. The next accreditation process will be different from previous years.
South Asheboro Middle
School and Asheboro City
Schools are currently going
through district accreditation.

SAMS students plant a tree in the school courtyard in honor
of the Challenger astronauts in 1986.
Asheboro Junior High
has also gone through minor
changes. The Beta Club
was chartered in 1963. The
school constitution was
written in 1964. The first
amendment to the constitution was written in 1974.
Asheboro Junior High
changed its mascot from the
Wildcats to the Junior
Comets in 1976. The first
academic pep rally arrived
in 1994.
In 1966, individual student report cards were introduced. In 1971, report
cards changed to the standard report card. In 1976,
subject report cards were
adopted. In 1982, the standard report card returned.
The discipline system has
changed several times. A demerit system was instituted
in 1974. The P.A.S.S. pro-

gram abolished the demerit
system in 1980. Current Junior Comets look forward to
the “Comet Club” and the
Goodyear outing as they try
to avoid ISP. The current
staff is anticipating the positive results of the Positive
Behavior Support program
that will go into effect during the 2005-06 school year.

An Active Place
The first student/faculty
ballgame was held in 1963.
This tradition has been renewed many times through
the years. The tradition was
still alive this year when the
faculty beat the students in
a “friendly” game of football.
Volume I of the school annual was printed in 1974
and students look forward
to its publication every year.
Students in the sixth grade
go to annual Christmas

ASHEBORO CITY SCHOOLS...

100
YEARS!
...And We Salute You!

plays; eighth-graders enjoy
the State Fair in Raleigh.
Students in every grade
look forward to intramurals
which teach teamwork and
provide many students a
“Super Bowl” that they
might otherwise never experience.
If it seems that SAMS
never rests it is probably because it does not. The community also enjoys the facilities. Relay for Life came to
the South Asheboro Middle
School track in 1995; this
tradition will continue this
May. The Randolph Arts
Guild has held many productions in the SAMS Theater. Asheboro Parks and
Recreation use the facilities
for football, basketball and
cheerleading.

The People
The people who have
touched Asheboro Junior
High and SAMS through the
years are too numerous to
name, but they are the true
memories. The names Cranford, Qualls, Marlowe and
Martin bring instant memories to parents and their
children. Watching Ronald
and Doris Lucas dress up as
“batman and batgirl” and
swing through the gym is a
story that has been told for
more than 30 years.
Former students Brent
Tysinger, Ryan Patton, Jane
Hayworth and Gina Allen
are just a few of the former
students who have also

taught at SAMS. Teachers
have taken trips to Europe,
traveled to coworkers’ weddings and gone to friends’
funeral together. Some staff
members even have a
“breakfast club” that eats
and has fun together on Fridays. A local radio station
keeps the 1984 winter concert alive. Lorraine Sherrill’s spice cake, Vickie Baxter’s chocolate pies, Mrs.
Bingham’s cooking and
Coach Needham and Buddy
standing by a grill have
made sure that the staff has
eaten well through the
years. Asheboro Junior High
and SAMS has been a true
family as evidenced by the
Baxters, Coulters, Embrees,
Grosecloses, Hayworths, and
Lucases — just a few of the
husband-wife teams that
have worked together at the
school.
Asheboro Junior
High/SAMS has meant a lot
of things to a lot of different
people. It has meant an education, a career, friendship,
family and fun. We are
happy to be a part of the
100-year history of Asheboro City Schools where it is
a great place to teach and
learn!

Congratulations on 100 Years

CASH?
Let

Asheboro Recycling Center
buy these items from you
•Copper
•Bare Bright Copper
•Carbide
•Aluminum Cans
•Drink Can Tabs
•Radiators
•Copper/Aluminum Radiators
•Cast Aluminum
•Die Cast Aluminum
•Sheet Aluminum

•EC Wire
•Heater Cores
•Red Brass
•Yellow Brass
•Stainless Steel
•Irony Aluminum
•Extruded Aluminum
(IE window and door frames)
•Painted Aluminum
•Aluminum Radiators

CALL FOR DAILY PRICES
HRS: Mon.-Fri.: 8-5; Sat: 9-1

625-8340

www.floordealers.com/lmfc

625-6078 • 1-800-948-1280 • Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 8-5; Sat.: 8-12
125 Lanier Avenue, Located Behind Wayne Thomas Chevrolet
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North Asheboro Middle School
NAMS welcomed first students in 1968
Editor’s Note: This history of North Asheboro Middle School was compiled by
Jay Williams, NAMS technology teacher.
North Asheboro Junior
High first welcomed students in the fall of 1968.
This signaled the first time
in Asheboro City Schools’
history that the sevenththrough ninth-grade students were divided geographically to attend different schools.
All of this came about
due to the closing of Fayetteville Street School, which
had been most recently
serving Asheboro City
Schools’ seventh-grade
population. Eighth- and
ninth-grade students who
had been attending Asheboro Junior High, across
from Asheboro High
School, were split between
the two schools.
With its opening, North
Asheboro took on its own
identity as well. The school
was built on a 108-acre
tract of land off Spero Road
at the end of North Asheboro School Road. That
land area is now shared
with Balfour Elementary
School.
The school selected the
panther as its mascot and
chose school colors of purple and gold. The sports
teams from the two junior
high schools were now separate, instantly creating a
cross-town rivalry in each
sport that was initially
played between the Panthers and the Wildcats.
Throughout the years,
North Asheboro Junior
High and North Asheboro
Middle School have been
fortunate to be led by a
group of outstanding educators.

North Asheboro
Middle School,
located at 1861
North Asheboro
School Road,
originally
opened as
North Asheboro
Junior High
School for
students in
grades 7-9.

Paul Church / The Courier-Tribune

From Wayne Vestal, the
first principal, through the
current administrator, Ron
Coley, the school has had
strong leadership from its
principals. To date, 10 educators have served North
Asheboro as either principal or interim principal:
Wayne Vestal, 1968-71; Bill
Payne, 1971-86; Dr. Penny
Smith, 1986-89; Ron
Seiferd, 1989-91; Daryl
Barnes, 1991-97; Nancy
Avery, 1997-99; Eric Hall,
1999-2002; Dr. Karen
Kiser-Kling, 2002; Melvin
Marshall, 2002-04, and
Ron Coley, 2004-present.
Many fine assistant
principals have also served
the school over the past 37
years. They include Sid
Keeter, Roger Pritchard,
Steve Bingham, Rebecca
Scott, Gwen Williams, Eric
Hall, Kelly Tharp, Dr.
Karen Kiser-Kling,

100
YEARS!

Congratulations!
We are proud to have been part
of the past and look forward
to another 100 years.

YOUR TUXEDO
SUPER STORE
Over 200 Styles
To Choose From
Prices Starting At

$39.95

See NAMS, page 22

JOHN MERRILL’S/BRUCE’S/MITCHELL’S
1457 N. FAYETTEVILLE ST., ASHEBORO, NC 27203
Congratulations on 100 Years

PHONE: 672-2899 OR 672-2537
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NAMS
From page 21

Jennifer Smith, and Robin
Harris.
Many changes have occurred over the decades
that North Asheboro has
been open. In 1986, the
school converted to a middle school. The most notable change this brought
to the school, other than
the name change to North
Asheboro Middle School,
was the school now was
serving sixth-grade
through eighth-grade students. The ninth-grade students joined Asheboro High
School to become the first
freshman class housed at
AHS since all of the secondary grades were at
Fayetteville Street School.
The middle school model
also brought Advisor-Advisee groups to the school,
teaming in which a team of
teachers all had the same
students during the day,
and intramural programs.
Other activities that began
with A-A were Academic
Intramurals and Geography Bowl competitions.
The 1990s brought the
need for renovation and
expansion to the original
facilities. In 1993, two
major projects were completed that included a fourclassroom extension to the
rear hallway and the addition of the teaching theater, which is now shared
with adjacent Balfour Elementary School. A weight
room addition to the gymnasium was also completed
on the north side of the
school beside the gym.
The most visible portion
of the 1997 renovation
project was the extension
of the front classroom hallways, adding six new classrooms, as well as new restroom facilities for this portion of the building. Modifications were also made to
some existing classrooms
in the building to create

NAMS was a junior high when it opened in 1968.
space for new computer
labs to be installed.
Since North Asheboro
opened in 1968, technology
has gone from non-existent
to an integral part of
today’s instructional program.
The first computers arrived at NAJH in 1983.
The computer lab was designed for 20 students and
had 10 Apple IIe student
computers, along with one
teaching station. Sid
Keeter, assistant principal
at the time, taught two
computer literacy classes
each day, bringing the
school into the Technology
Age. Computer clubs were
formed in those early
years, giving the students
the chance to earn beginning, intermediate or advanced computer certifications. The staff also was involved in learning how to
use the computers to assist

them in their curriculum
preparations.
In 1993, the N.C. Department of Public Instruction implemented a
new computer curriculum
that affected the 1993-94
sixth-grade students.
Those students were the
first class targeted to complete a computer competency test at the end of
their eighth-grade year.
These students learned
word processing, database
and spreadsheet software
basics to prepare for the
test.
A $40,000 grant was secured in 1994 to network
the media center, as well
as replace the Apple computers in the lab with 20
new IBM computers to assist the students in preparing for the new requirements. The old Apple computers were then placed in
classrooms for teachers to

Happy
100th Anniversary!
Congratulations to
Asheboro City Schools on their
100th year of service to our community.
May you continue to enrich the lives of
our children each and every day.

Asheboro, NC
www.inknstitches.com

633-3898

use. The later 1990s saw
even more technological
advances, with the creation of a second computer
lab and 25 new Gateway
computers. A new computer teacher was also hired
for the lab at that time.
NAMS now has two fulltime staff members teaching all students software
programs needed for the
business world. The school
has over 175 Gateway and
Dell computer stations
throughout the school for
students to use for projects, assignments and research in their classrooms,
the media center and the
computer labs.
Today, there is a call for
state and national accountability standards in education. The current staff at
NAMS is dedicated to

these mandates and to
each of our students. Our
desire is to help each student reach his or her full
potential and become a
successful and productive
member of our society and
workforce.
Our mission statement
— “Every student is
unique and special. We are
committed to giving all
students opportunities for
success in a safe environment” — is our vision so
that no child who enters
our halls will be left behind.

Congratulations on 100 Years

HAPPY
100 ANNIVERSARY
TO
ASHEBORO CITY SCHOOLS!
TH

Everyone here at

Wells Hosiery
would like to extend
our deepest gratitude on a job
well done!
1758 South Fayetteville St., Asheboro, NC
(336) 633-4881

Congratulations
from
Highway 64 East • Asheboro • (336) 626-2255
shoprandolphmall.com
CBL & ASSOCIATES PROPERTIES, INC. NYSE CBL
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Asheboro High School
School upholds legacy of pride, progress
Editor’s Note: The Asheboro High School history is
an excerpt from the 14-page
history written for the 2003
AHS Alumni Directory. A
team of 10 AHS alumni researched and wrote the
school history which includes information about
the Asheboro City Schools
system.
Asheboro High School
stands majestically in the
heart of the city.
Flanked by massive,
deeply-rooted oak trees and
lush grounds, the high
school embraces the spirit
and values of the Asheboro
community. Hundreds of
scholars have strolled
across the horseshoe drive
and have gingerly skipped
up the wide, welcoming
steps to begin their high
school years. Brightly polished halls glistened in the
sunlight as students began
their exciting journey as
Blue Comets.
The architectural style of
AHS has changed little; its
historical value has been
justly maintained. Like a
grand masterpiece, however, it remains a work in
progress — always adapting to cultivate excellence
and innovation. But, like a
home, the building merely
symbolizes the people who
have entered and exited —
those who have left countless (and sometimes recanted) stories behind.
Although graduation
gowns may long be laid
aside, a strong sense of
family and unity permeates
across the decades. Students leave and take their
places in the adult world.
Some stay nearby; others
travel to far regions. But,
regardless of where AHS
graduates settle, there al-

The main
entrance of
Asheboro High
School, located
at 1221 S. Park
St., remains
today like it was
when these
doors opened to
students for the
1950-51 school
year.
Paul Church / The Courier-Tribune

ways remains that unique
and valued camaraderie
within the family of the
Blue Comets. And that’s
what makes AHS so grand.
In 1905, the N.C. Legislature granted the first
charter to the Asheboro
School District. At the end
of that school year, Asheboro High School, as the
upper grades of Fayetteville
Street School were called,
graduated its first class —
three proud graduates.
Because of increasing
school needs, bonds were
sold to support the construction of a new 10-room
brick building. In 1908, the
new Fayetteville Street
School, erected on the site
of the old Male Academy,
opened for grades 1-9. This
facility housed a small
library, an office, 10-12
classrooms and an auditorium with seating for 500.
See AHS, page 24

CONGRATULATIONS
ASHEBORO CITY SCHOOLS
ON YOUR 100T H ANNIVERSARY!
Spring Sales Event
In Progress
Our Largest Sales
Event Ever!

70

We must sell
new cars & trucks in March

• Largest Discounts of the Year
• March Bonus Cash
• 0% Is Back

STUART-BOWMAN
Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep
For Your Most Pleasant Car Buying Experience

1709 E. Dixie Drive • Asheboro • 625-6123
Congratulations on 100 Years

www.stuartbowman.com
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AHS
From page 23

Asheboro continued to
grow. By the 1920s, Fayetteville Street School was
again renovated. Twelve
classrooms, a new auditorium and a gymnasium were
added and the exterior was
stuccoed. The 10th grade
was added to the school’s
programs. Unlike most public schools of the time,
Fayetteville Street School
had already earned recognition as a member in the
Southern Association of
Colleges and Secondary
Schools.
By the mid-1930s, another wing was added and a
second building, to house
fifth-grade students, was
constructed. The library
was redesigned to provide
two additional classrooms.
In 1934, the smaller wooden
buildings that were scattered across the campus
were demolished and Fayetteville Street School stood
proudly alone.
AHS, as it now stands on
Park Street, was opened for
students in grades 8-12 beginning with the 1950-51
school year. Built on land
generously donated by the
McCrary family, the location of the new high school
was somewhat controversial
— its setting on the outskirts of town was considered to be too remote by
some. This is hard to imagine given the residential
and commercial growth
that now surrounds AHS.
Because initially there
was no auditorium at the
new high school, seniors returned to Fayetteville
Street School for graduation
ceremonies through 1954.
Continuing with their vision for progress and excellence, the Asheboro voters
approved a $975,000 bond
issue to complete five building projects within the
school district. As a result,
AHS was expanded. An au-

An aerial shot of Asheboro High School, in 1950, shows the
school was built on the outskirts of town, in what was an
orchard, and considered to be too remote by some at the time.
ditorium and a gymnasium
were added at a cost of
$499,737 from the bond
monies. The Class of 1955
was the first class to graduate from the new AHS auditorium.
In 1968, the last class
passed through the doors of
Fayetteville Street School.
After several auctions, the
school was sold to a group of
Asheboro businessmen for
$190,500. Profits from this
sale would be used to pay
for a new two-story addition
to AHS.
Then, in 1969, the existence of two community
icons ended. Fayetteville
Street School was demolished in a cloud of dust and
mortar. Central School, the
only city school for blacks
before integration, was
closed to all students. The
building, however, was not
destroyed. Neither the
school closing nor the demolition could eradicate happy
memories and warm friendships.
The increased enrollments at AHS meant more
needed space. In 1970, new
additions to AHS were
opened. Within the new
two-story structure were
housed a new library and
several classrooms.
Asheboro City Schools
continued its vision for excellence and innovation
that had begun so many
years before. In the fall of
1992, AHS became one of
the first high schools to implement block scheduling.

Designed to provide expanded curriculum opportunities for students, the
block-scheduling plan at
AHS became a model for
high schools throughout
North Carolina.
The high school facility
itself continued to be renovated to better address the
needs of expanded curricular programs, diverse student interests and economic
demands.
A new look greeted students at AHS when the
1993-94 school year began.
As the result of a major $3.9
million renovation project,
29,000 square feet were
added to the 169,000square-foot building. For the
first time, the front and rear
entrances to the building
were linked. Renovations included a commons area in
the central part of the building, a new stairwell to help
with traffic flow, additional
and modernized science laboratories, remodeled cafeteria and dining areas, six
new classrooms and a new,
centralized media center.
Shortly after, with $1.25
million from state bond
money, the interior of the
auditorium was renovated
and upgraded to a state-ofthe-art facility. It was renamed the Asheboro High
School Performing Arts Center and the 1,000-seat auditorium serves as the cultural center for the school and
the community.
As student enrollment
grew to 1,300, additional

expansion of the campus
was necessary. In the spring
of 2003, with the help of the
Randolph County Board of
Commissioners, Asheboro
City Schools purchased the
Sir Robert Motel adjacent
to the AHS campus. When
students returned in the
fall of 2003 the renovations
were complete with 10 new
classrooms, 100 new parking spaces and a Professional Development Center.
This new addition to the
AHS campus is fondly referred to as “Comet Corner.”
In spite of the many updates and renovations, the
integrity of the historical
exterior has been superbly
maintained. This provides
that unique blend of tradition and innovation that
characterizes AHS and supports its recognition as one
of the outstanding high
schools in North Carolina.
But, it is the people who
truly make the difference —
the students, the staff, the
parents and the citizens of
what was once a tiny, quiet
village. People are its heart
and soul — the creators of
dreams and memories and
relationships and stories,
both told and untold.
Whether graduates have
moved to faraway places or
stayed nearby, they are the
roots that hold the Blue
Comet family together.
They make AHS truly special. Each class, each decade

had its own challenges and
stories and helped weave
another legacy into the tapestry of Blue Comet pride.
Enrollment at AHS has
grown from 119 in 1920 to
over 1,300 students for the
2004-05 school year — the
family is larger now. School
doors welcome pupils with
diverse talents, needs and
backgrounds — the family
learns from differences.
Today’s school culture is
complex and challenging —
the family grows from opportunities. And the intricate tapestry that embodies
AHS culture only becomes
fuller and richer with time
— the family has treasures
to share.
We proudly recognize and
thank the Asheboro High
School leaders who have
served as principal: Alma J.
Lassiter, Frank D. McLeod,
Guy B. Teachey, George W.
Holmes III, Hatcher P.
Storey, Dr. Joseph M. Johnson, Lee C. Phoenix, R. Jack
Davis, Dr. Keith C. Hudson,
James A. Hayworth, H. Edward Bizzell Jr., Dr. David
A. Martin, Gary W. Jarrett,
Harold F. Blake, C. Michael
Warren and Dr. Larry E.
Riggan.

Congratulations on 100 Years

Congratulations
Asheboro City Schools
for 100 years!

724 N. Fayetteville Street
Asheboro, NC 27203
629-9101

813 E. Dixie Drive
Asheboro, NC 27203
629-2874
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Asheboro Education Foundation
12 scholarships now benefit AHS students
During the April 1987
meeting of the Asheboro
City Board of Education,
Mr. and Mrs. Max Redding
presented a gift of $22,000
to the Asheboro City
Schools to begin an Excellence in Education Foundation.
The money received resulted from the Shann
Redding Educational
Scholarship Fund established by the Reddings
after the death of their
son, an outstanding former
Asheboro High School student enrolled in the University of Georgia MBA
program at the time of his
death.

In 1991, under the direction of then Superintendent Dr. Bob W. Gordon, the Asheboro City
Schools Education Foundation was officially
formed. The first scholarships, totaling $2,200,
were awarded in May
1993. Since its inception,
the foundation has awarded over $58,000 in scholarships to 76 deserving
Asheboro High School students.
During Asheboro City
Schools’ Centennial year,
2004-05, the Education
Foundation board and
many alumni volunteers
have been working hard to

enhance the foundation in
an effort to offer more
scholarships.
In addition to student
scholarships, it is the
board’s vision to one day
award classroom grants
for special projects, sponsor professional development seminars for staff
and parents, host guest
speakers or instructors,
bring in special art or cultural programs and provide additional support for
academics, arts and athletic programs.
This Centennial Campaign has thus far raised
over $57,000, primarily
from AHS alumni dona-

tions.
Two new scholarships
have been established —
the Klaussner Scholarship
and the Centennial Scholarship. These will be
awarded for the first time
in May 2005.
Other existing scholarships are: T. Henry Redding Scholarship; B. Frank
Barham Scholarship;
Shann Redding Scholarship for Excellence; Brooke
Upchurch Phillips Scholarship; Richard Harrington Scholarship; Dr. Bob
W. Gordon Scholarship;
Fennell, Fields and Stone
Scholarship; Derek Kesler
Scholarship; Rick Morgan

Scholarship, and the
Sodexho Services Scholarship.
Anyone interested in
supporting the foundation,
establishing a scholarship
or needing more information about the Asheboro
City Schools Education
Foundation is asked to
contact Sandra Edwards
or Carla Freemyer at
Asheboro City Schools,
625-5104.
A very special “Thank
You” is extended to those
who have thus far made
contributions to the Asheboro City Schools Education Foundation during
the Centennial Campaign.

Asheboro City Schools Education Foundation Centennial Campaign Donors
1940s
June & Evelyn N. Hussey, Class of 1945
James W. & Lorene Jarrell Hicks,
Class of 1948
Class of 1950
Pepper Burns
Betty Lou Craven
James C. Jarrell
Hal Jernigan
Harris L. Johnson
G.R. Kindley
Walt & Doris Krewson
Gilbert & Phyllis Barbee Lane - In honor
of our children: Cecilia Karen Lane
Robinson (Class of 1981) & Charles
Kevin Lane (Class of 1987)
Jane M. Layne
Jean S. Nance
Elizabeth Sanders
Joe Trogdon
Esther Underwood
Betty Stout Webb
Jo Doris Hoover Whittenberg
3 anonymous classmates
Class of 1951
Patty Holt Brown
Golda G. Cox
B. Doyle Craven
Becky P. Craven - In memory of Audrey
West Allen
Elizabeth B. Freeman
James W. & Lorene Jarrell Hicks
Chuck Holmberg - In memory of sonin-law, Richard L. Robinson
Helen Wood Holt

June & Evelyn N. Hussey
David H. Jarrell
Betty L. Miller
Jimmy Scott
Elswick G. Smith
David S. Sumner, M.D.
Betty C. Walker
Juanita Frank Williamson - In honor of
my daughter Marilyn Kay Williamson
McChesney (Class of 1978) & our
much loved exchange student Elena V.
Vishnevskaya (2000 Distinguished
Graduate from Russia).
1 anonymous classmate
Class of 1952
Ollie Cherry
Norma Warren Connell
Joanne Tysor Haywood
Alice Morgan Holloway
Betty K. Love
Tom & Sylvia McElhannon
William (Bill) Sanders
Boppy McCrary Toledano
6 anonymous classmates
Class of 1953
Bradford Bulla
Robert A. Burge
Dianne D. Cox
Donald B. Cox
(Mrs. Allen J.) Frances Stalvey Fuller
Gilbert and Phyllis Barbee Lane — In
honor of our children: Cecilia Karen
Lane Robinson (Class of 1981) &
Charles Kevin Lane (Class of 1987).
James R. Renigar

Barbara S. Taylor
1 anonymous classmate
Class of 1954
Ann Gaster Brower
Donald T. Carter
Mrs. Betsy Lane Cochrane
Ann Smith Hughes Day
Marian York Hilliard
Mike Hinshaw
Mary Belle Pugh Overton — In memory
of Lee Stone
Mary Lou Trogdon Priest
Theodore B. Pugh
W.H. Redding Jr.
Velna “Elizabeth” Sumner Sanders
Dennis & Hilda York of Dallas, Texas
3 anonymous classmates
Class of 1955
Martha Patterson Boaz - In honor of
Cassie & Fred Patterson
Mrs. Toby Bean Boyea
Enda Faye Pugh Cobb
Roland S. Cox
Margaret K. Evans
Barbara Tew Ferguson
Nolan “Gus” Galloway
Janet Lucas Graves
Sandy Grey
Carole Deaton Guffey
Jack Henley
Nancy Curran Hobert
Jim King
Mary Sue Haskins Knox
Peggie Beeker Pitts
Nancy Hall York
3 anonymous classmates

Class of 1956
C.J. Browne Jr.
Larry Bulla
W. Reid Kearns
Craig Porter Moore
William J. Moore
Don Morrison
Doris Hinshaw Osborne
Nancy Turner White
Guy E. York
2 anonymous classmates
Class of 1957
Gerald & Jocelyn Brabham Barrett
John C. Dalton - In memory of Martha
Helen Garner Dalton (Class of 1958)
Dr. Dolores A. Grayson
Keith G. Hodgin Jr.
T. Ray Hogan
Lillian Burrow Jordan
Betsy A. Kinney
Ed Kizer
Judy Harris Lay - In memory of Barbara
Hare Merrill (Class of 1957)
Clarence L. Pugh
Charles Wayne Stout
2 anonymous classmates
Class of 1958
Delinda Haltom Beane
Kathy McGeiver Burns
Scott D. Burrow
Jack Fetner
Pat Britt Hurley
Larry T. Nance
Lucy L. Shirley
Roger & Sankie C. Staley
Gary Thornburg

2 anonymous classmates
Class of 1959
Elizabeth Lester Hawn
Julia Hockett
Pat Gore McBride
Mary Belle Pate
Brenda Leonard Pickel
Robin Reese
Hilda Strider Smith
Vaden Underwood
4 anonymous classmates
Class of 1960
Linda Trogdon Chafin - In memory of
Kitty Lee Caviness
Larry Chriscoe
Sylvia Hendrix Fetner
Mrs. Annette E. Ivey
Lee Croom Leggett
Jerry T. McDowell
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Nason
Mrs. Lynda Lane Sinclair
Jim Stanton
Bill Weaver III
Bonnie C. York
3 anonymous classmates

See DONORS, page 26
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2005 Board
of Education
Members of the Asheboro City Board
of Education for Asheboro City Schools’
Centennial include, front row, from left,
Joyce Harrington, Linda Cranford, Chris Yow,
Deborah Martin and Pam Hill; back row,
from left, Stan Haywood, Derek Robbins,
Steven Jones (chairman), Tommy Waugh
(vice chairman), Archie Priest Jr. and
Lynn Jones.
Carla Freemyer / Asheboro City Schools

Donors
From page 25
Class of 1961
Betsy Gentry Bageant
Carol Tillman Bullins
Gary Lee Cole
Carolyn Phillips Cox
Henry Harsch
Larry O. Jones
Beverly Whitson
6 anonymous classmates
Class of 1962
Arthur Jerry Auman
Candy Morgan Brooks
Jerry L. Bullins
Ronald E. Creech
J.B. Davis
Marylin Smith Fowler
Kenton McCartney
Becky Hardin Minnix
Gene Morgan
Robert L. Nance Jr.
(Mrs. Earle C.) Ann Moffitt Traynham
Dr. Wayne Trogdon
Diane Lane Walker
Russell G. Walker Jr.
2 anonymous classmates
Class of 1963
Kritz Cox
Jim & Betty Lou (Johnson) Elfelt
Mr. & Mrs. Luther E. Gaylon Jr.
Paul & Jane Bulla Lineberry
Carol McCrary McCartney
Ella Stout Pozell
Sandra & Ed Ross
Pamela Dildy Sellers
Faye C. Thompson
Charles Woodley, Ph.D., P.E.
Jim York
Class of 1964
Bedford Cannon
Tricia Cundiff Creech
Inez Surratt Creger

Larry & Bonnie Hughes
Diane Thornburg Jaklitsch
Helen Walker Marley
Carolyn Isley McEachern
James Stuart McFadden, M.D.
Judy Bullins Morgan
Shirley Starcher Poole
Suzanne Query
Merrill Fetner Smith
5 anonymous classmates
Class of 1965
Ms. Gayle Cox
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Engel
Betsy Cannon Hughes
Larry & Bonnie Hughes
Jane Spivey Hunt
Howard Kivett
Kay Hubbard Marshall
Susan Shepard Phipps
Beverly Shaw Pugh
Randy Smith
Ellen Trotter Wright
3 anonymous classmates
Class of 1966
Bill Harwell
David Kunkel
Jeanne Ross Patterson
Mrs. Susan Walker Smith
Susan Ledwell Stout
J.H. Vernon Watts
Robert P. Williams
John Wright
Mary Brent Wright
2 anonymous classmates
Class of 1967
Dee A. Bennett
William & Janice Chandler
Wallace Cranford
Hoyt & Linda Dorsett
Dianne C. Fowlkes
Vickie Lorimer
J. Darrell Needham
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Neely
In memory of Max D. Morgan &
William J. Smith (teachers at AHS &
uncles of Susan M. Swiers)

Class of 1968
Carl Bimbo
Roy Lee Cox
Dianne Hardee Hoffman
Father Michael Klepacki
Bill McCaskill
Mac & Ann Pugh
Steve Reavis & Candy Way Reavis
Judith Moran Simmons
2 anonymous classmates
Class of 1969
Wilson Alexander
Renate M. Auman
Constance Browne Edwards
W. Louis Cannon
Candace Craven Conrad
Bill and Robin Croom
Carey M. Durham, CPA
Charles C. Hodges Jr.
Richard Paschal
Sue Peck
Lacy M. Presnell III
Fay Rentz
Robin Bunker Timmins
2 anonymous classmates
Class of 1970
Charles E. Allred
Claudia Marley Boles
Catherine Clark
Sunwalt Dental Works, Inc.
Joe & Dale Gibson
Vicki Cox Humphries
Walter & Nancy Morgan Jessup - In
memory of Max D. Morgan
Susan Britt-Miller
Robert A. Parker
Mac & Ann Pugh
Gary S. Richardson
Patricia Macaulay Teachey
1 anonymous classmate
Class of 1971
Elizabeth Macaulay Bass
Sheila Barnes
Randy Bray
Gary H. Parks
Benjamin K. Trogdon
Chris & Jennifer Yow

Mark Auman
Lu Stanton Leon
Class of 1972
Al Chrismon
Richard L. Cox
Allen Scarborough
Chris & Jennifer Yow
1 anonymous classmate
Class of 1974
J&S Concrete, Inc., Wayne Cheshire
Roger & Kathy Chriscoe
Joanne Macaulay Corsbie
Bill & Robin Croom
Mary Beth Page-Brentnell
4 anonymous classmates
Class of 1975
J. Chris Corsbie
Class of 1980
Ty Bell
Joanna NcNeill Mason
David C. Meiers
Scott J. Redding & Jane Hughes Redding
Jeff Shaw
John Tote - In memory of John Tote Jr.
& in honor of Beulah Tote
Jeff & Karen Trogdon
1 anonymous classmate
Class of 1981
David Baker
Natalie Priest Bell
Lauren Bunting Hardin
Carol Hicks Stott
George Trollinger
Amy Auman Williams
Class of 1982
Jeff Roberts
John & Sharon Merritt Spivey
Class of 1983
Derek Chrisco
Derek Ridge
Ann Barnes Walker
Doug Vick

1 anonymous classmate
Class of 1985
Amy Kay Watson
1 anonymous classmate
Class of 1986
Archie Priest Jr.
Class of 1988
Debra Brown Jessup
1 anonymous classmate
Class of 1989
Mike Gardner
Rodney Tyler
Class of 1990
Beth & Cranford Knott
Cooper Thornton
Kerr Robertson
1 anonymous classmate
Class of 1992
Catherine Cranford Elliott
E. Clifton Williams
1 anonymous classmate
Class of 1993
Beth & Cranford Knott
Class of 1996
Jessica King Beatty
Stan Haywood - In honor of Drew Haywood (Class of 1996)
Class of 1998
James B. Cooper
Leigh Kite
Class of 2000
Stan Haywood - In honor of Jon Haywood (Class of 2000)
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Asheboro Sports Hall of Fame
19 athletes, coaches in first class of inductees
Nineteen athletes and
coaches from the rich athletic tradition of Asheboro
High School have been
honored as members of the
first class formally inducted into the AHS Sports
Hall of Fame on Sept. 17,
2004, as part of the Asheboro City Schools’ centennial observance.
Those honored include:
■ Larry Bulla, athlete,
Class of 1956 — An AllConference performer in
baseball and basketball; an
All-State selectee in basketball and selected captain in the East/West AllStar Classic. He attended
Elon College on a basketball scholarship. He played
five years with the Cleveland Indians organization
in pro baseball.
■ Charlie Chapman,
athlete and athletic director, Class of 1967 — An
outstanding team player in
football, basketball and
track. He was All-Conference in football, co-captain
of the basketball team and
tri-captain of the track
team. He was a member of
the WNCHSAA state title
team in football. After
graduating from Western
Carolina University, he
began a career in coaching
and returned to AHS, serving in many capacities as
assistant football, basketball and baseball coach. As
student activities coordinator, he helped to bring
statewide recognition to
the AHS sports program.
■ Angie Glisson, coach
— She served as an AHS
coach and teacher for 20
years, leading the Blue
Comets to numerous conference championships in
basketball and a state title
in 1960. She also served as

director of the City of Asheboro summer playground
program. Her efforts laid
the groundwork for the
present day women’s athletic programs at AHS.
■ Gail Harris, athlete,
Class of 1961 — She led
the AHS basketball team
to a state title in 1960
while scoring 45 points in
the championship game.
An All-State selection, she
once scored 57 points in a
game. Although softball
was not a school-sponsored
sport, she was known for
her play. After graduating
from college, she continued
to work in education and
was an award-winning
principal. She retired in
2003.
■ Charles Hodges, athlete, Class of 1969 — He
excelled in football and
track. An All-Conference
performer in football, he
rushed for more than 1,000
yards in each of his three
seasons. He was a champion long jumper and sprinter. He’s a 1973 graduate of
Winston-Salem State University and finds time to officiate high school football.
■ Neal Hughes, athlete, Class of 1964 — He
excelled in football, basketball and baseball. A tailback, he helped guide AHS
to a state football title in
1963 and runner-up titles
in 1962 and 1964. He was
selected to play in the
East/West All-Star game
and also played at East
Carolina University. He

was All-Southern Conference and listed on AllAmerican teams. After returning to Asheboro, he
was a member of the Asheboro City Board of Education.
■ David Jarrell, athlete, Class of 1951 — He
was included in Lee J.
Stone’s list of the 20 best
players he ever coached.
He was an honorable mention All-State performer
who helped AHS win the
South Piedmont Conference championship. He was
an outstanding third baseman. He is presently City
of Asheboro mayor.
■ Ronnie Johnson,
athlete, Class of 1964 —
He was a three-sport letterman and was named to
the All-State baseball team
in 1964. He was an AllConference performer in
basketball and football and
was a member of the 1963
WNCHSAA championship
football team. Named “Mr.
Blue Comet,” he attended
Louisburg College and Atlantic Christian where he
starred in baseball and
basketball.
■ Mark Leggett, athlete, Class of 1959 — He
was MVP of the legendary
1958 football team that
was undefeated and is one
of the greatest teams in
North Carolina prep history. An All-State performer
in football, he also was a
state champion in
wrestling. He received a
scholarship to Duke Uni-

versity
■ Darrell Moody, athlete and coach, Class of
1966 — He led AHS to two
WNCHSAA football titles
in the 1960s. An All-American in football, he was also
All-State in baseball and
lettered in basketball. He
received a scholarship to
N.C. State University; after
graduation he returned to
coach and teach at AHS.
He continued to coach 27
years in the NCAA at various programs and went on
to coach at numerous colleges, including North Carolina. He has been a scout
for the NFL’s San Diego
Chargers.
■ David Moody, athlete and coach, Class of
1973 — He followed in the
footsteps of his older brother, Darrell, and was an AllState selectee in both football and baseball. He was
“Mr. Blue Comet” and has
both played and coached in
the East/West All-Star football game. He played both
football and baseball at
N.C. State University and
has served as head coach
in football and baseball at
AHS. He also was an AHS
administrator and is currently principal of JordanMatthews High School.
■ Max Morgan, coach
— He was an All-State
football player in 1943.
After coaching at Randleman High School, he returned to Asheboro in 1960
to assist Lee J. Stone and
was involved in numerous

sports. He was head football coach from 1967-74
and he continued to serve
as athletic director until
1988, being honored as Region 5 Athletic Director of
the Year. He passed away
in 2003.
■ Russ Murphy, coach
— He was a long-time
coach of numerous sports
in the Asheboro City
Schools system for more
than 30 years. A graduate
of Winston-Salem State, he
played football professionally with the Philadelphia
Eagles. He became an avid
weightlifter and won numerous titles.
■ Red O’Quinn, athlete, Class of 1943 — A letterman in football and
baseball, he won many
awards in basketball, too.
After discharged from the
U.S. Navy in 1946, he enrolled at Wake Forest
where he played basketball
and football and led the nation in pass receiving and
was drafted by the Chicago
Bears. After a short NFL
stint, he became a legend
playing for the Montreal
Allouettes. He was inducted in both the Canadian
Football Hall of Fame and
the N.C. Sports Hall of
Fame. He is deceased.
■ Don Redding, athlete, Class of 1955 — He
was an All-State performer
in basketball and a member of the 1955 WNCHSAA
championship team. He
was selected to play in the
See SPORTS, page 29
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Centennial music
AHS Band plays commissioned piece
As part of Asheboro City
Schools’ Centennial Celebration and in honor of the
long tradition of the
Asheboro
High
School
band program, a
special musical piece
was commissioned
Camphouse
for the
band.
Students received the
piece, “Fantasia on Black is
the Color of my True Love’s
Hair” by composer-conductor Mark Camphouse, in
January and have been
preparing for its premiere
on Sunday, March 6, at the
Community Centennial
Celebration.
“People will really like
it,” said Candis Donnelly,
junior piccolo player. “We
are really excited to be the
first band to play this
piece.”
Nicholas O’Kelly, senior
French horn player, said,
“This is a fitting tribute to
our centennial. We played a
piece composed by Mr.
Camphouse last year for
contest, I really like his
style.”
Senior trumpet player
Jordan Groseclose commented, “It is nice to see
the finished product after
working to raise money for
this piece. It is exciting to
think every time this is
played anywhere in the
world our name will be tied
to the music.”
Students described the
piece as characteristic of
Camphouse’s work, a little
unorthodox for a centennial and full of intricate combinations of notes and

Paul Church / The Courier-Tribune

rhythms. The piece begins
slowly, evocatively and
builds to a high energy climax, eventually tapering to
a peaceful, mysterious ending.
“One of the most common ways of commemorating a significant event is to
commission the creation of
an original work of art,”
said AHS Band Director
Phil Homiller.
“What better way to celebrate a milestone than to
contribute to the creation
of something new and
beautiful. While the work
itself is not about Asheboro
or the school system, its
creation is significant because of the educational
value to current students
and, perhaps more importantly, to students and musicians around the world
for years to come.
“I view it, in fact, as a
celebration of the longterm success of the Asheboro Band program,”
Homiller said.
The composer, Camphouse, noted in his program notes: “Most folk

Paul Church / The Courier-Tribune

Phil Homiller, band director, conducts the Asheboro High School Symphonic Wind Ensemble as
students practice playing the Asheboro City Schools’ centennial-commissioned work, ‘Fantasia on
Black is the Color of my True Love’s Hair.’ Sheet music, at left, shows the title of the musical piece
which was composed by Mark Camphouse of Radford University. The premiere of the music takes
place March 6 at the school system’s Community Centennial Celebration at AHS.
songs tell a story and provide the listener with a
lyrical expression of a
mood through various images and symbols.
“ ‘Black is the Color’ possesses an abundance of
those qualities. It has always been a special folk
song to me as some of my
earliest recollections of
singing while in elementary school were of this
wonderfully evocative song.
In my ‘Fantasia’, I have incorporated two versions of
‘Black is the Color’: One of
English origin and the
other more characteristically (Appalachian) American in flavor. The use of
both versions seemed appropriate given Asheboro’s

location and history.
“While tempting for a
composer to commemorate
the centennial of any organization through the
bombast of a customary
fanfare-like work, I felt
that perhaps something
more intimate and lyrical
… a celebration through
the use of folk song might
prove more effective and
unique for the Asheboro
City Schools’ Centennial.
Our nation’s public schools
exist primarily to build the
intellectual foundation of
the citizenry.
“I hope part of that foundation will always include
a good musical education
that allows our young people to explore and celebrate

our rich folk song heritage,” Camphouse said.
The 81⁄2-minute piece features soloist Sarah Buck,
flute; Tom Liles, alto saxophone; Chris Akins, bassoon, and Amanda Smith,
trumpet.
The composer is professor of music and director of
bands at Radford University in Virginia, a position he
has held since 1984. Prior
to his appointment at
See BAND, page 29
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Asheboro Schools
Superintendents
Visionary leadership during Asheboro
City Schools’ first 100 years was provided
by the following school superintendents:
George H. Crowell
N.C. Newbold
Dr. N.W. Walker
O.V. Woosley
George W. Bradshaw
C.E. Teague
C.R. Wharton
E.C. Byerly

Band
From page 28

Radford, Camphouse held
similar faculty positions at
universities in Illinois,
Minnesota and Oklahoma.
A native Chicagoan born
in Oak Park, Ill., in 1954,
Camphouse received his
formal musical training at
Northwestern University

Sports
From page 27

Shrine Bowl for football and
was a three-year starter in
football at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. He was drafted by the
NFL Chicago Bears in
1959. He pursued a career
in finance.
■ Scott Rush, athlete,
Class of 1970 — He was a
three-sport letterman. He
was All-Conference in football and baseball, playing in
the East/West All-Star football game. He attended
Elon University where he
excelled in both football and
baseball. After graduated,
he returned home, opened a
sporting goods store and

B.F. Hassell
D.W. Maddox
W.H. McMahan
R.J. Hilker
Reginald Turner
Frank D. McLeod
Guy B. Teachey
Lee C. Phoenix
Duane Mattheis
Dr. Bob W. Gordon
Dr. Diane L. Frost

Loflin
million facelift thanks to a
combination of construction
funds set aside by Asheboro
City Schools and an additional $5 million promised
by Randolph County Board
of Commissioners. John Sinnett, Smith Sinnett Associates, was hired as architect.
In 1996, Cathy Cranford
Futral’s painting of the
school as it looked prior to
the latest renovation was
completed for former Loflin
School principal Donald
Chisholm. The first numbered print was framed and

donated to the school.
Also in the 1990s, then
principal Dr. Becky Greer
brought to Loflin the opportunity to serve as a test site
for a pilot program, Reading
Together USA, with fifthgraders helping secondgraders with reading comprehension.
The 2000s have seen Dr.
David Poe serving the
Donna Lee Loflin School
community as principal.
The history of Donna Lee
Loflin School revolves
around its strong leadership, its superb professional
staff and commitment to the
education and well-being of
the children in the community.

From page 8

where he received his bachelor and master’s degrees
in music in 1975 and 1976,
respectively. His principal
private teachers included
John P. Paynter (conducting), Alan Stout (composition) and Vincent Cichowicz (trumpet).
Engagements as a guest
conductor, clinician and lecturer have taken him to 39
states, Canada and Europe.
Principal commissions in-

clude those by the Paynter
and Revelli Foundations,
U.S. Marine and Army
bands (Washington, D.C.),
Florida Bandmasters Association and some of America's finest college and high
school wind bands.
Camphouse composed
his first symphony at the
age of 17. That work received its premiere by the
Colorado Philharmonic in
1972.

He was named winner of
the 1991 National Band
Association composition
contest and runner-up in
both the 1986 and 1988
American Bandmasters Association Ostwald competitions.
His works have been
performed in such prestigious venues as Carnegie
Hall, The Kennedy Center,
Orchestra Hall in Chicago,
Royal Albert Hall in Lon-

don and conferences of the
World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles, College Band Directors National Association,
Music Educators National
Conference, American
Bandmasters Association
and the Midwest International Band and Orchestra
Clinic. His works are published by TRN, Kjos and
Southern music companies.

was a founding member of
the present Blue Comet
Booster Club. The “Mr. Blue
Comet” passed away in
1996.
■ Lee J. Stone, coach —
He accepted the head football coaching position at
Asheboro in 1949 where the
Stone name became synonymous with winning. The
Pennsylvania native previously coached at two state
teachers colleges, Lee Edwards High School in
Asheville and Broughton
High School in Raleigh before coming to Asheboro. He
won the N.C. State AAA
championship at Broughton
and Western N.C. High
School Activities Association championships at
Asheboro in 1950, 1958 and
1965. He coached 29 consec-

utive years without a losing
season, was twice had coach
in the N.C. Shrine Bowl,
past president of the N.C.
Coaches Association and inducted into the N.C. Sports
Hall of Fame and the N.C.
High School Sports Hall of
Fame. After retiring from
coaching, he served on the
Asheboro City Board of Education from 1973-95, four
years as chairman. He
passed away in 1998.
■ Strawberry Wheless,
athlete, Class of 1960 —
The “strawberry blond”
quarterback led the Blue
Comets from 1957-59 when
Asheboro was 30-4. He
helped guide the 1958 team
to the WNCHSAA state
title. After a year stint at
VPI, he transferred to Elon
University where he still

ranks very high in many
passing categories. According to Lee J. Stone, Wheless
was one of the three best
quarterbacks he ever
coached. He passed away in
1997.
■ James York, athlete,
Class of 1951 — He was an
outstanding AHS athlete
from 1947-51. An All-State
performer in football and
basketball, he also was an
excellent baseball player.
He was selected to play in
both the Shrine Bowl and
East/West All-Star games in
football. He received a football scholarship to Duke
University. He passed away
in 1997.
■■■
These first inductees
were chosen by a panel of 11
members of the community

and school administrators.
Inductions of up to six
persons annually will take
place each year from nominations submitted by July
31 each year. Athletes must
have graduated at least
seven years prior to their
nomination.
Each year’s inductees
will be honored at a home
football game and the inductee or designee presented with a plaque during the
ceremony.
A permanent listing of
honorees is in the lobby of
the AHS new gym.
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History
From page 2

At the site of the old
courthouse was the crossing of two trails made by
Indians and buffaloes.
Near the spot where the
Ashlyn Hotel stands was a
single hut in which lived a
man named Abrams. He
gave his name to the creek
flowing east from town,
and now known as the
Penn Wood branch. It is
said that Abrams could
shoot wild turkeys and
deer from his front door.
In 1793, Henley sold
two acres in the center of
his tract to the Justices of
Randolph County for a
courthouse and jail site.
The price paid was 10
shillings. The courthouse
was then moved from
Browns Cross Roads, nine
miles up the High Point
road and located in the
center of the Henley tract.
With authority from the
Legislature of 1806, the
commissioners sold lots
around the courthouse to
the Moffitts, Elliotts,
Harpers, Mosses, Worths
and other older names
around Asheboro. The majority of these early settlers were of Scotch-Irish
descent.
The town was named
for Samuel Ashe, a distinguished soldier and
statesman in the days of
the Revolution, and governor of North Carolina in
1795.
During the Revolutionary War, David Fanning
and his Tory bands often
passed near the town in
their raids and murdered
Randolph citizens.
Asheboro was first put
on the map when the
plank road was built from
Winston-Salem to Fayetteville, passing by the
Randolph town. This was
toward the middle of the
19th century. The Southern Railway came here in

1888; and the Norfolk and
Southern, seven or eight
years later.
For many years the only
industries besides the
stores were the buggy factory, where the Methodist
church stands, and the tan
yard, at the present park.
With the first railroads
came the lumber plants,
two flour mills and one
furniture factory. In 1903
came the chair factories
and, 10 years later, the
hosiery mills.
There are now 22 factories in Asheboro in which
various industries and occupations are carried on.
The population of the
town is estimated to be
between 4,000 and 5,000;
10 years ago, it was about
2,600; 20 years ago, about
1,000; and 30 years ago,
probably 500 or 600.
The two oldest churches
in Asheboro are the
Methodist Episcopal,
South, and the Presbyterian. Both date back far before the middle of the last
century. There are now six
white churches with resident ministers.
The total contributions
for church support in 1928
amounted to $28,417.80.
The total number of
church members in town
is 1,521; and enrollment
in the Sunday schools,
1,584. There are also several active colored churches in town.
Asheboro has four active civic organizations:
The Chamber of Commerce, the Rotary Club,
the Kiwanis Club and the
Woman’s Club.
With the coming of
these organizations there
has been an increased impetus in various lines of
improvement.
Among other improvements are these: Standardization of the elementary school, improvement
of the ball park, and improvement of Frazier
Park. The last was done
by Mr. and Mrs. D.B. Mc-

Crary.
The County Superintendent of Schools, T.F. Bulla,
holds the position of Welfare Officer for Asheboro
and Randolph County.
All the churches also
have welfare departments
to look after the poor and
other cases that need
their attention. So do the
civic organizations.
As to law enforcement,
it is probably as good as in
other towns of the same
size, though Asheboro
does not claim perfection
in this matter.

Economic conditions
As mentioned already,
the town has 22 factories,
in which hosiery, brooms,
chairs and many other articles are manufactured.
The total bank deposits
for 1928 amount to
$16,857,292.11. The total
savings accounts for the
same year show
$549,604.66. There are
2,594 savings accounts in
the three banks and 4,094
checking accounts. The
amount of per capita savings for the town is
$215.73. The amount invested in building and
loan is $132,128.
There are 532 telephones in Asheboro, there
being about 59 percent of
the families that have
telephone service.

Early schools
Far back in the early
days of Asheboro the people of the village established schools.
Before the Civil War the
Female Academy was located on the lot now occupied by the home of Mr.
and Mrs. W.J. Armfield.
The Male Academy was
conducted on the grounds
where the present school
building stands, where
schools of some kind have
been training the youth of
the community for about
100 years.
Dr. Simeon Colton, a
Presbyterian minister,
was at the head of the

Male Academy; and Mrs.
Colton was the teacher of
the Female Academy.
When the war began,
the Male Academy was
closed; later the Female
Academy had to close its
doors, too, and Mrs. Colton
moved down to the building of the Male Academy,
where she taught a school
for smaller children.
Toward the close of the
war period Mrs. Colton
and her pupils were sent
home, and the school
building turned into barracks for the soldiers.
About 1882 David Hodgin taught school in Asheboro; and a little later
Miss Sallie K. Henley, a
sister of the late Dr. S.A.
Henley, also taught.
Among other teachers
who came a few years
later were the late Mrs.
Jennie Hancock; Dr. E.L.
Moffitt, when a youth just
out of college (he later became president of Elon
College); and the late Elijah Moffitt.
Probably in the early
1890s, the old school budding on the grounds now
occupied was burned; and
soon after this the graded
school was organized, with
Rev. J.B. Jame at the
head.
From about 1900-03,
N.C. Newbold, now state
Superintendent of Negro
Education, was at the
head of the graded school.
From 1903-05, Dr. N. W.
Walker, now of the University of North Carolina,
was principal, with four
assistants.
During those years the
school had only nine
grades; but about three
years of high school work
were taught, the high
school subjects being
begun in the seventh
grade.

ing from five to 27.
The erection of the
present brick building was
begun about 1909. About
this time another grade
was added to the course of
study, and this became a
10-grade school.
A few years later the
11th grade was put on to
keep up with advancing
standards in education.
The auditorium and 12
classrooms were added to
the building six years ago.
The school now ranks
high with the State Department and is a member
of the Southern Association of Secondary Schools.
At the time the last addition was made to the
building it was thought
there would be housing
room for the children of
Asheboro for many years
to come, but it seems now
that such is not the case.
The enrollment has
vastly increased for the
following reasons:
Population has increased.
Increased efficiency in
methods has kept children
in school for longer period.
New courses, which
have been added to meet
the needs of the community, have tended to hold
children in school.
Finally, a general realization of the need of education is being felt more
and more. America believes in giving a useful
education to all rather
than, as in Europe, advanced education to the
few.
The efficiency of our
schools is proved by the
many tests given which
show the average ability
of Asheboro children to
come up to the general
See HISTORY, page 31

Later development
During the last 23
years the school has
grown rapidly, the number
of white teachers increas-
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average for the whole
United States.
Another proof of efficiency is the fact that
large numbers of Asheboro
graduates go to standard
colleges and make good
there.
Under the present system, failures have decreased to a marked degree.
A conservative estimate
puts the decrease of failures in high school at 50
percent. The individual
growth has been great.
The people of Asheboro
have always taken much
pride in their school.
Nothing but the best
will satisfy them, and in
many cases much sacrifice
has been made in order to
have the best.
Records show the aver-

age annual salary of white
teachers in the local
school to be $1,018. Only
two teachers receive a
salary above the State
schedule. This extra
salary is paid for coaching
athletics and for work in
the commercial department, and even that is
meager.
The amount of local
support — that is, taxable
wealth back — of each
student in the Asheboro
school is $3,108. The rate
for school tax in Asheboro
last year was 40 cents on
the $100 for current expenses.
There is no specific levy
made for capital outlay,
therefore both the current
expense and capital outlay
must be carried on the 40cent rate.
In 1926, the school levy
for current expense was
cut 5 cents.
Total rate in Asheboro
this year is $1.70 on the

$100 valuation; 65 cents of
this is for city bond and
interest fund; 40 cents,
city general fund; 20
cents, school bond fund; 40
cents, school current expense and capital outlay 5
cents for bond sinking
fund and interest on 1909
school bonds. This year
the rate is the same.
In addition to the town
tax set aside for school
purposes, we are supposed
to get our share of the
county school fund provided by the setting aside of
39 cents of every dollar
paid in county taxes. This
fund is set aside for maintaining the county schools
for a six-months term.
Five cents of the 45cent rate, mentioned
above, takes care of the
payments on principal and
interest on the old bonds,
which were issued in 1909
for the erection of the
brick school building. The
20 cents goes to pay the

interest and principal on
the new bonds, which
were issued in 1923 to
build the auditorium and
new classrooms.
The total cost per room
in current expenses for
the year 1927-28 was
$1,741.15; debt service,
$324.66. The per capita
cost of instruction on enrollment was $24.39, and
the total per capita cost on
enrollment was $35.84.
The percentage of enrollment on population was
.26 in 1927-28, and .29
this year.
The percentage of population in school attendance is about .30. If the
number of non-property
holders are considered, we
can see why there is no
more taxable wealth back
of each child.
The number of pupils
enrolled in high school
amounts to 18 percent of
the total enrollment, as
compared with 12.3 per-

cent in the county schools.
Of our teachers 42.3
percent hold primary,
grammar grade or high
school certificates of A
grade. The length of term
is 180 days.
For information in this
article, indebtedness is acknowledged to the following: J.0. Redding, Mrs. C.C.
Hubbard, Dr. E.L. Moffitt;
Revs. B.C. Reavis, J.E.
Pritchard, O.G. Tillman,
C.L. Gregory, C.G. Smith,
C.E. Shaw; Messrs. W.A.
Bunch, L.M. Kearns, H.M.
Worth, T.F. Bulla, G.L.
Garner; Mrs. Wm. C. Hammer, the First National
Bank, The Asheboro Bank
and Trust Company, and
the Bank of Randolph.
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The community is cordially invited to
a special celebration of 100 years
of Asheboro City Schools!
Special Program - Asheboro High School Performing Arts Center - 2:00 pm
Featuring special guests Mr. Phil Kemp, AHS Class of 1961 Randolph County Board of
Commissioners, Mayor David Jarrell, AHS Class of 1951 and Mr. Lee Phoenix,
Superintendent 1973-1983; the Asheboro High School Symphonic Wind Ensemble and the
premiere performance of “Fantasia on Black is the Color of my True Love’s Hair.”

Following the program, please visit these locations at your convenience:

Asheboro High School Media Center - Open 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm
- Old yearbooks and Ash Hi Chats available to browse through and reminisce.

Professional Development Center (former Sir Robert Motel) - Open 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm
- Pictorial walk through history, with special performances by the Asheboro High School
Park Street Ensemble at 2:50 pm and 3:20 pm.

Old Gym - Open 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm
- Asheboro High School Art Display and highlights from several school
celebrations held during the year.

New Gym - Open 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm
- Hall of Fame display along with Coach Lee J. Stone memorabilia
and various athletic memorabilia.
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Little Theatre - Open 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm
- Highlights from Central School with special presentation by
Mrs. Addie Luther at 2:45 pm.

Performing Arts Center - 3:30 pm
- Repeat performance of “Fantasia on Black is the Color of my True Love’s Hair.”
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Cafeteria - Open 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm
- Refreshments and special performances by the Elementary Honors Chorus
at 2:45 pm, 3:15 pm and 3:45 pm.

Sunday, March 6, 2005
Asheboro High School
1221 South Park Street

2:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Asheboro City Schools
...the subject is excellence!
Centennial Logo designed by Amanda Carter, Asheboro High School Class of 2005

