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What's New for 2018-2019
Welcome to the First Edition of Our New
Monthly District Newsletter
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to the 20182019 school year. We are very excited to get this new school year
started. One new initiative for the 2018-2019 school year will be this newsletter, which we
plan to send out to you monthly. Please look for the newsletter toward the end of each
month. The goal of our monthly newsletter will be to highlight student, teacher, and district
happenings/accomplishments, to share important information, and to keep you apprised of
upcoming dates and events. A list of upcoming dates will always be found at the bottom of
the newsletter. We hope you nd the newsletter to be both informative and enjoyable!

New District Website
At the beginning of July, we rolled out our new and improved school district website. The
design chosen for our new website is what is considered the storytelling design. Through our
website, we hope to share and tell our school district's story as it unfolds.
Please take some time to visit each building site for information speci c to your child's school.
On each school website, you will nd announcements regarding important information,
building-speci c calendar events/dates posted, as well as a variety of other building-relevant
information.
We hope that you visit the site often to read our story, as well as to get important information
and updates. Click this link to visit our new website: Avonworth School District

SchoolRush App - New Emergency Alert
System
Beginning with the 2018-2019 school year, the Avonworth School
District will be using SchoolRush to provide you with delay,
closing, and emergency noti cations. Also, each building will be
able to utilize this system to send out building-speci c
information, announcements, etc. Attached HERE is a document
that will provide you with information about the SchoolRush App,
as well as information about obtaining your password and
downloading the SchoolRush App.
Although SchoolRush does have an app, it is important to note that you do not need to
download the app to receive emergency noti cations, such as 2-hour delay and/or school
closing alerts. You can still receive phone calls to phone numbers you have provided to the
district in the event of a 2-hour delay, school closing, or other emergencies without
downloading the app. However, by downloading the app you will be able to refer back to
noti cations that have been sent, as well as manage your personal communication
preferences through SchoolRush.
The most important thing needed to ensure you receive noti cations from the district is to
contact your child's school o ce to ensure your information (email, phone, etc.) is accurate in
our student information session. If changes occur to your contact information throughout the
school year, please contact your child's school o ce to have it updated in the student
information system.

New in Food Services for 2018-2019
Mobile Breakfast Cart for the MS/HS
With a grant obtained by our Nutrition Services Department, a new "Grab-and-Go" Breakfast
Cart will be available for our middle and high school students. Between 7:40 and 8:40 AM,

middle and high school students will be able to grab a quick and
nutritious meal from the new mobile card to help get their day
started o right. Participating students during the kick-o week of
September 4-7 will be entered for prizes!
September-October Lunch Menus, as well as information and
price sheets, are ready to go and available on the Nutrition
Services page of our website.

2018-2019 Bus Schedules
The Bus Schedules for the 2018-2019 school year have been
posted. Click HERE to review.

New Spaces Await in 2018-2019!
We are excited to share some of the new spaces that await your
children when they arrive back at school at the end of August.
This has been an exciting and busy summer updating or creating
new spaces throughout the district.
At the Avonworth Elementary work has been completed on
renovating the computer lab. The previous classroom had stationary tables with computer
stations on them. The lab will now feature mobile desk units that also have dry erase
surfaces on them. Our goal in this transformation was to create a space that is much more
exible, as well as a space that can be better utilized for inspiring creativity and allowing for
more student collaboration.
Also at the Elementary, a bathroom renovation has been taking place. This bathroom has
been identi ed as one in need of a makeover. This project is scheduled to be completed in
September; however, every e ort is being made to complete it prior to the start of school.
At the High School and Middle School, we have had a few projects taking place. This includes
painting, new ooring, new furniture and renovated classrooms.
Lastly, we are extremely excited about the completion of the new Learning Lab space at the
high school. This new space is the size of approximately three classrooms. This new space is
connected to three of our high school classrooms, which are all part of our Integrated Arts
class. This is an integrated 10th-grade World A airs, English, and Art honors class. This class
will make great use of this space, but the Learning Lab will also be available for use by any of
our middle and high school classes, and will also be utilized for professional development
and student showcase events.

Safe Schools Update
As part of our continuing e ort to ensure safe schools for our
students, the Avonworth School Board approved additional
funds in the 2018-2019 school budget for school safety. With
these funds, our School Resource O cer, Chris Simcoviak, will
be increased to fulltime. Additional school security personnel
will be hired in the near future to provide for the safety of our
students and sta during the school day.
In addition to increasing our police presence at our three
buildings, the district has also purchased gates that will be
installed at the elementary and primary buildings for
additional safety and security for the areas in which our
children utilize for outside play during the school day.
The district has also completed a safety audit this summer.
The audit will produce valuable information that will be used
to ensure a safe environment exists in our schools.
Of equal importance, the district is also providing
programming to support the social and emotional well-being
of our students. Each school building has a Student Assistance
Team, as well as school counselors who provide classroom
lessons, one-on-one and small group counseling.

Technology Information
Any student that took their iPad home over the summer should
bring it with them on the rst day of school along with the charger
for the device. Students with Chromebooks should bring the
Chromebook but leave the charger at home.
1:1 Device Information
Accepting or declining the annual insurance for using a district-issued device is required for
each student utilizing a district device. The optional annual 1:1 Device Insurance can be
renewed or declined by following the directions on our website. Please remember that if you
choose to not carry the annual insurance and your child's device is damaged or lost, you will
be responsible for the full cost of repair or replacement.
Please click HERE to go to our district website page with all of the information related to 1:1
and device insurance.

Meet Our New Staff Members

Ms. Tommie Murray - Elementary and
Primary Assistant Principal
We are excited to add 2002 Avonworth Alum, Ms. Tommie
Murray, to our administrative sta as the new Assistant
Principal of Avonworth Primary Center and Avonworth
Elementary School. Ms. Murray earned her Bachelor’s Degree
in Kindergarten and Elementary Education at Pennsylvania
State University’s main campus. For the past 10 years, she
taught in the Bellwood-Antis School District as a teacher in
Kindergarten, Second Grade, and Fourth Grade. Most recently,
she earned a Master of Education in Educational Leadership
with a concentration of Administration and Supervision from
Regent University.

Ms. Sara Knable - Elementary Art Teacher
Ms. Knable is our newest addition to our Art Department. We are
thrilled to bring Ms. Knable, an Avonworth graduate, back to the
district as one of our teachers. In addition to attending Avonworth
High School, Ms. Knable earned her Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Studio Art at Saint Mary's College. Ms. Knable is certi ed in Art
Education (P-12). Prior to coming to Avonworth, Ms. Knable taught K-8 Art at Assumption
Elementary School.

Ms. Ashley Randall - 1st Grade Teacher
Ms. Randall will be joining Avonworth as a 1st-grade teacher.
Ms. Randall recently graduated from Edinboro with her
Master's Degree in Reading. She is also a graduate of
Washington & Je erson College where she earned her
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Child Development and Education.
Ms. Randall is certi ed in Early Childhood Education, Special
Education, and as a K-12 Reading Specialist. She also brings
with her a couple years of experience working in the Chartiers
Valley School District.

Ms. Meghan Kelly - 2nd Grade Teacher
Ms. Kelly is not new to Avonworth as she completed a long-term substitute position in 2nd
grade last school year. This year she joins our team o cially and will teach 2nd grade at
Avonworth Primary Center. Ms. Kelly earned her Bachelor's Degree in Elementary Education
and Special Education at Slippery Rock University. She is certi ed in both Elementary
Education (K-6) and Special Education (K-12). Prior to coming to Avonworth, Ms. Kelly taught
at both Ambridge Area School District and The Glen Montessori School.

Ms. Tessa Babcock - 4th Grade Teacher
Ms. Babcock is also not new to Avonworth as she worked as a
long-term substitute last school year in 4th grade. Ms.
Babcock will now become an o cial member of the Avonworth
School District as a 4th-grade teacher at Avonworth
Elementary School. Ms. Babcock earned her Bachelors Degree
at The Pennsylvania State University where she majored in
Elementary Education. Ms. Babcock is certi ed in Elementary
Education (K-6).

Ms. Hannah Fassler - 6th Grade Math
Teacher
Ms. Fassler will be joining the 6th-grade team at Avonworth
Elementary School as a 6th-grade math teacher. Ms. Fassler is a
graduate of Bowling Green State University where she earned her
Bachelor of Science Degree in Education with a focus in MiddleLevel Education. Ms. Fassler is certi ed in English Language Arts (4-6), Social Studies (4-6),
Mathematics (4-8), and Science (4-8). Ms. Fassler also brings with her a year of teaching
experience from Ohio where she was a 5th-grade math and science teacher. She has also
studied abroad in Australia and Fiji.

Ms. Katelyn Straley - Middle School
Learning Support Teacher
Ms. Straley will be joining the Avonworth team at Avonworth
Middle School as a Learning Support Teacher. Ms. Straley is
coming to us with eight years of experience as a learning
support teacher. Ms. Straley taught in the Canon McMillan
School District for six years and two years at Holy Family
Institute. Ms. Straley earned both her Bachelor of Science and
Master of Education Degrees from Slippery Rock University.
Ms. Straley is certi ed in Elementary Education (K-6), General
Science (7-12), Mid-Level English (6-9), Social Studies (7-12),
Special Education (PK-12) and also holds her Supervisory
Certi cate for Special Education (PK-12).

Ms. Jill Shumaker - Computer Science
Teacher
Ms. Shumaker will be joining the Avonworth Middle School sta

as

a Half-Time Computer Science teacher. Ms. Shumaker is a
graduate of Chatham College with a Bachelor's of Arts Degree in
English. She also earned her Masters Degree in Education from
Duquesne University. Ms. Shumaker is certi ed as an Instructional
Technology Specialist (PreK-6) and is currently completing her
Business/Computer/Information Technology (K-12) certi cation.
Ms. Shumaker has previously worked in the Avonworth School
District and North Allegheny School District as a leave
replacement and also works as an Adjunct Instructor at Duquesne University.

Ms. Brittney Livesay - Long Term
Substitute High School Science Teacher
Ms. Livesay will be joining Avonworth this school year as a
Long Term Substitute Chemistry Teacher. Ms. Livesay received
her Bachelor's of Science with a major in biochemistry and a
minor in biology at Stephen F. Austin State University in Texas.
In December or 2018 she will graduate with her Master's of
Arts in Theology from Houston Baptist University and is
currently completing her principal certi cation and M.Ed. at
the University of Pittsburgh. Ms. Livesay is certi ed in
Chemistry (7-12).

Ms. Lucy Negron - High School Learning Support Teacher
Ms. Negron will join Avonworth this school year as a learning support teacher at Avonworth
High School. Ms. Negron earned her Masters Degree in Special Education from Duquesne
University and her Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education from Edinboro University of
Pennsylvania. Ms. Negron recently worked at Ambridge Area Junior High School as a Learning

Support Mathematics teacher. Prior to working in Ambridge, Ms.
Negron worked as an Intervention Specialist at Cardinal Wuerl
North Catholic High School.

Upcoming Dates
August 22 - Grade 3-6 Curriculum Night, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
August 23 - Grade 7-8 Curriculum Night, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
August 27 - First Day of School (Grades 1-12)
August 27 - Kindergarten Welcome Party, 6:30 - 7:30 PM
August 28 - First Day of School for Kindergarten
August 30 - Grade 1-2 Curriculum Night, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
September 3 - Labor Day, Schools Closed
September 4 - School Board Work Session, 7:30 PM
September 5 - AMS Parent Network Meeting, 7:30 PM
September 6 - Grade 9-12 Open House, 6:30 - 8:00 PM
September 10 - School Board Regular Meeting, 7:30 PM
September 11 - PTA Welcome Meeting, 7:00 PM @ APC
September 12 - Grade 9 Guyasuta Trip
September 19 - 2-Hour Delay
September 20 - High School Picture Day (Gr. 9, 10, 11)
September 21 - Middle School Picture Day (Gr. 7, 8)
September 25-28 - Primary Center Picture Days
October 1 - Athletic Committee Meeting, 6:30 PM
October 1 - School Board Work Session, 7:30 PM
October 2-5 - Elementary School Picture Days
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