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Avonworth Boys Win the WPIAL Class A Soccer
Championship and Advance to the Class A
State Championship Game
WPIAL Championship Game
It was quite a night at Highmark Statidum on November 1st for the
Avonworth Boys Soccer Team! They squared off in the WPIAL Class A Championship Game with
Greensburg Central Catholic. The Lopes took a 2-0 lead in the rst half and carried that lead into the
second half. GCC made it 2-1 in the second half and with only minutes remaining it looked like the
Lopes would be celebrating a championship. However, with only 22 seconds remaining in regulation,
GCC jarred the ball loose from the Lopes goalie and scored to tie the game.
After two intense overtime periods in which both teams had multiple scoring chances, the teams were
still tied at 2-2. It took penalty kicks to determine the champ and our Lopes came out on top to win the
WPIAL Class A Championship! It was a tremendous display of resiliency and determination to pull out
the win. Way to go boys! #WPIALCHAMPS !!!!!!
PIAA Class A State Playoffs
The boys continued to play well in the PIAA State Playoffs and advanced to the semi nal game where
they played in a rematch against Greensburg Central Catholic on a very cold evening at Fox Chapel
Stadium. A cold evening wasn't going to deter our boys from playing with heart and determination.
With 23:01 remaining in the rst half, Sam Guzzo scored the only goal of the game, which sent the
boys to Hershey to play in the PIAA Class A State Championship Game!
In the State Championship Game, the Lopes took on Millville. With a lot of fans making their way out to
Hershey to support the Lopes in the championship, the boys put together a tremendous effort, but
Millville came out on top with a nal score of 2-0.
The Lopes nished a historic season with a record of 23-1-1 as the WPIAL Champs and Runners-Up in
the Class A State Championship!

Avonworth Cross Country Competes at States
At the 2018 Cross Country Championship Race in Hershey, PA on Saturday, November 3 -- Anna Igims
led her team to a 15th place nish against the top AA Girls Teams in the State of Pennsylvania. This
was Anna's third consecutive year competing in the state championship race. This year, she earned a
medal for her top 25 overall nish. This is a remarkable improvement from her 2016 nish (106th
place) and 2017 nish (58th place). Anna was followed close behind by her teammates including
Freshman Lindsey Hartle who nished 56th overall, Taea Schriefer, Maggie Colenbrander, Lauren
P ueger, Natalie Marshall, and Brooke Johncour. In the Boys A State Championship race, Sophomore
Jackson Habala competed at States for the rst time and ran an impressive time of 18:22 to nish
60th overall out of 211 of the best runners in the state.

Another Amazing Performance from the Avonworth Drama Department

Clue: On Stage!
The performances in this year's fall play were phenomenal and
enjoyed by everyone that was fortunate enough to see the show.
This was certainly a tough ticket to get as all shows sold out in
record time. Congratulations to the Cast & Crew of Clue: On Stage!
Spring Musical Auditions
Are you a middle or high school student interested in being in the
spring musical? Auditions for the spring musical will be held Monday,
December 17th through Wednesday, December 19th. Details will be
posted on the drama call board in the Nurse's hallway.

Avonworth Students Recognized for Excellence in Sports and Academics

Avonworth Seniors Sign Letters of Intent
Congratulations to the following Avonworth seniors that have signed letters of intent to take their
athletic talents to the next level.
Top Row (L to R)
Julia Casey, Rowing, University of Michigan
Emily Ferketic, Volleyball, University of Maryland- Baltimore County
Turner Grau, Baseball, Youngstown State University
Karen Siddoway, Swimming, James Madison University
Bottom Row (L to R)
Hayden Robinson, Track, Quinnipiac University
Abby Wert, Soccer, University of Pittsburgh
Hannah Miller, Soccer, University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg

Avonworth High School Student Chosen for
Next Level in Prestigious Scholarship Program
Avonworth High School senior, Wiley Bozada, has been named a
Semi nalist for the 2019 class of the Coca‑Cola Scholars Program,
moving to the next round of the selection process to become a Coca-

Cola Scholar and receive a $20,000 college scholarship. A joint effort of Coca-Cola bottlers across the
United States and The Coca‑Cola Company, the Coca-Cola Scholars Program is one of the largest
corporate-sponsored, achievement-based scholarship programs of its kind. With the addition of the
2019 class, the Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation will have provided more than 6,150 Coke Scholars
nationwide with over $69 million in scholarships over the course of 31 years.
“We believe that identifying these young leaders throughout the country and encouraging their
passion for serving others not only empowers the students but also lifts up those around them,” said
Jane Hale Hopkins, President-Elect of the Foundation. “The Coca-Cola system is dedicated to giving
back to the communities they serve, and the Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation is proud to be a part of
that commitment.”
Semi nalists are now asked to complete Phase 2 applications, which include essays,
recommendations, and transcripts. An independent selection committee will review the applications
and select 250 Regional Finalists by the end of January to participate in online or in‑person interviews.
150 Coca‑Cola Scholars will be named in March and come to Atlanta in April for a celebratory banquet
and Leadership Development Institute facilitated by program alumni.

The Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation celebrates and empowers visionary leaders who are refreshing
the world. With its 30th class of Coca-Cola Scholars, the Foundation has provided more than $66
million in scholarships to over 6,000 program alumni who together have become a powerful force for
positive change. Learn more at www.coca-colascholars.org.

A Look at What's Happening in Our Schools

Honoring our Veterans
On Monday, November 12th, 8th Grade Civics students spent the day honoring our nation's veterans
by attending the annual Veterans Day Experience Workshop at the Heinz History Center. Twenty-four
students developed questions to ask veterans prior to their eld trip to gain eligibility for this unique
experience. At the History Center, veterans from Iraq, Afghanistan, Vietnam, Korea, and WWII
answered students' questions, shared personal stories, and brought artifacts from their time in the
military. Students met in small groups to have more personal interactions with each veteran and
learned about the remarkable stories of a WWII decoder, the Battle of Chosin Reservoir, and dangerous
encounters with the Taliban and Iraqi armies. The heroic actions of these men and women were an
inspiration to both students and teachers.
Veterans in attendance included: Julia Parsons, Warren Goss, Lee Wagner, Carmen Vacca, Bob
Harbula, Gordan Lam, Jack Sheehan

8th Graders Participated in The Pittsburgh Willesden Lane Read
Project
Thirty- ve of our eighth graders are among the 14,000 students in the Pittsburgh area that
participated in The Pittsburgh Willesden Lane Read, a program that travels across the United States
with the goal of reaching 10,000 students in each city. As part of the program, our students read the
novel The Children of Willesden Lane, by Mona Golabek, daughter of the book’s protagonist. Based on
a true story, the novel is an account of Lisa Jura, a young Austrian pianist during World War II. With
the threat of Nazi armies advancing on pre-war Vienna, Lisa’s parents secured a spot for her on the
Kinderstransport--an organized effort that sent 10,000 Jewish children to England before the
outbreak of the war.
Students who read the novel joined other Pittsburgh area students at the Byham Theatre to see
Golabek, a concert pianist, perform the show “The Pianist of Willesden Lane.” The theatrical
performance brought the book to life with music and theater and connected students and
communities while highlighting the importance of studying the Holocaust. The timing of the event was
meaningful, as November 2018 marks the 80th year of the Kindertransport rescue operation, as well
as the month of Kristallnacht that led to the transport’s beginnings.
Our students were the lucky ones chosen to meet and talk with the author and pianist on stage after
the performance. She referenced the recent tragedy at Tree of Life and challenged our students to be a
new generation that ghts anti-Semitism and hate with “dignity, grace, and kindness.” She also
challenged our students to watch less reality television, play fewer video games and read more
wonderful books! Classrooms Without Borders, a local nonpro t organization, subsidized costs for
the books and culminating performance.

Astronaut Mike Fincke Visits Avonworth Elementary School
NASA Astronaut and Emsworth native, Mike Fincke, happened to be in town and chose to visit
Avonworth School District. The 6th graders at Avonworth Elementary were thrilled to have Astronaut
Fincke visit and help kick off their Apollo 11 research projects. Astronaut Finck's presentation was
inspiring and provided the 6th graders with an amazing look at what traveling in space is all about.
Check out the pictures below from his visit and yes, that third picture on the right is of Astronaut
Fincke taking a sel e while on a spacewalk.

3rd Grade is Buzzzzzzzing!
Third grade has been abuzz this month at Avonworth Elementary as students have been presenting
their Honey Bee Projects! Student presentations are the culminating event after students have
engaged in project-based learning through inquiry-driven investigation of the honey bee. Parents
packed the presentations to learn from our 3rd-grade students. The students did an amazing job
sharing what they learned about the honey bee by presenting their unique projects!

Avonworth Elementary's Ultimate Food Drive
You don't have to look far to nd acts of kindness occurring in every Avonworth building. At
Avonworth Elementary, students participated in an Ultimate Food Drive to bene t the Mt. Nebo Food
Bank. Students were challenged to bring in enough non-perishable food items to line both sides of the
entire rst- oor hallway. Well . . . as usual, Avonworth students rose to the challenge! Way to go
students! This was an incredible act of kindness that will help many.

#bethekindkid Community Night at Avonworth Primary Center
November 15th was a cold, snowy evening, but that didn't stop our Avonworth students and their
families from packing the Avonworth Primary Center gym for our rst ever #bethekindkid Community
Night! This special night of kindness included stations with service activities where children were able
to make items to donate to organizations and people in need. All monetary donations were given to

the Pennies for Patients program supporting the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Foundation. The
evening also supported the Highmark Caring Place for grieving children and families. Thank you to
everyone that braved the cold and snowy weather to make our rst-ever #bethekindkid Community
Night such a huge success!

First Grade Feast
The rst-grade classes at the primary center celebrated their food
drive efforts for the Network of Hope with a "save a turkey, eat a
pizza" feast. Collections will continue each month to help end the
problem of food insecurity.

Traveling Mural Project
Second-grade students in art and library are participating in a Traveling
Mural project. Through this project, students will be connecting with
other school communities around the country to create murals of peace,
friendship, diversity, and love. The springboard for the project is the book

Maybe Something Beautiful by Theresa Howell. After listening to the
story in library class, students worked on the mural in art class. We will be keeping one section of our
mural and sending nine other pieces to the schools in our group. Once we receive their mural parts, we
will assemble them to create a new collaborative mural! Stay tuned for a picture of the nal mural once
it is nished. We look forward to sharing it with you!

Coming in 2019! Avonworth School District
Hall of Distinction
Please consider nominating someone for the inaugural Avonworth
Hall of Distinction class.
Individuals eligible for the Hall of Distinction must be alumni, staff, or
a community member. Alumni status includes graduates of Ben
Avon High School, those that attended the Emsworth School, or the
Ohio Township One-Room School Houses.
If you are interested in nominating someone to the inaugural
Avonworth Hall of Distinction class, please download and complete
the nomination form using the link below. Once you complete the
form, you may mail it to or drop it off at:

Avonworth School District
258 Josephs Lane
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Hall of Distinction Nomina…

drive.google.com

Upcoming Dates
December 1: Craft Show at the HS, 10:00 AM
December 3: School Board Reorganization & Regular Meeting, 7:30 PM
December 7: Mini Scholastic Book Fair at APC
December 7: Holiday Carnival/Bingo at APC, 6:30 PM
December 12: 2-Hour Delay
December 12: GATE Enrichment Night at APC, 6:30-7:30 PM
December 13: AMS/AHS Band/Chorus Winter Concert, 7:00 PM
December 14: AMS Parent Network Dance-Nite/Social, 6:30-8:30 PM
December 18: Gr. 5 & 6 Band/Chorus Concert @ AHS Auditorium, 7:00 PM
December 19: AMS Parent Network Meeting in the Collaboration Center, 7:00 PM
December 21: APC Winter Parties, 9:30-10:30
December 24 - January 1: Winter Break
January 2: School Resumes
*Please note the change in midterm dates. Midterms were originally scheduled to be Dec. 17-21.
Midterms have been moved to Jan. 7-10.

