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Avonworth School District Receives
Recognition in Pittsburgh Magazine
Ranking
Ranking Pittsburgh's Suburbs: Which has the best schools?
In Pittsburgh Magazine's September 17, 2018 publication, the Avonworth School District was ranked #
2 among Pittsburgh's suburban school districts. School districts were graded according to students'
average math and verbal SAT scores, the number of Advanced Placement courses are offered, the
presence or absence of full-day kindergarten, and the school tax millage. To see the full ranking, click
HERE.

There can be an "App for that!"
The school district has transitioned to a new online grade book called
go.edustar, a new website, and a new system called SchoolRush for
sending email blasts and informing you of delays, school closings, and
other emergent situations. The transition was necessary because the
products previously being utilized by the district were discontinued. For
clari cation, the app the district previously utilized has been
discontinued and is no longer being updated.
Through this transition process, the district has received some great
feedback from parents. One desire expressed from parents is to have one location to nd the critical
information that parents need to access. The new district website was created with this in mind. On
the left side of the main district page, there is a tab for Parents. On the Parents Page, our goal is to
have one location for all of the links our parents will need to access.
We would also like to offer a suggestion that we hope you will nd very helpful and make accessing
this information even easier for you. We would like to show you how to create an app and place it on
your mobile device providing you with a direct link to the district's Parents website page. Please watch
the video below and/or review the document linked below to learn how you can create this app for
your mobile device. We hope you nd this to be helpful.

https://youtu.be/IRRJY6lYhRU

pdf

Add school website to home screen.pdf

Download
777.5 KB

Avonworth & New Brighton Collaborate to
Host Gold Star Football Game
On Friday, September 14th, the Avonworth School District had the
incredible honor of hosting the rst-ever Gold Star Football Game.
Avonworth, in conjunction with New Brighton, hosted the game to honor
families of fallen soldiers. The fallen soldiers honored at the game
represented many con icts including WWII, the Beirut Bombing, the
Korean War, and Operation Iraqi Freedom. The families of the fallen soldiers were honored and
announced on the eld prior to kick-off. The Avonworth and New Brighton football teams walked on
the eld together for a greater purpose that night. Thirty athletes (15 from each team) played the
football game by the name of a speci c soldier represented by their family. The Avonworth School
District would like to thank Gold Star Families of Western PA and our Football Boosters for their
support and assistance with organizing this incredible event.

Remembering 9/11

On 9/11, students and staff at Avonworth High School took a moment to remember those lost, those
that continue to be impacted by the events of this day, and the brave rst responders of 9/11/2001.

Parker & Buttenﬁeld Recognized at
September Board Meeting
At the September School Board meeting, the Avonworth School District
along with the American Heart Association recognized the efforts of
physical education teachers Laurie Parker and Kristen Butten eld. Over
the years, they have been organizing their students' participation in
Jump Rope for Heart. This activity teaches their students the
importance of staying physically t while also raising funds for heart disease research and education.
Under the direction of Ms. Parker and Ms. Butten eld, the Avonworth School District has had one of
the most successful Jump Rope for Heart programs in the area raising almost seventy-thousand
dollars over recent years. Congratulations to Ms. Parker and Ms. Butten eld on this well-deserved
recognition!

JAM Enterprises Launches Online Store
Is there anything better than teaching our children to be kind to one
another? At the Avonworth School District, we believe this is one of the
most important and fundamental things we can teach our children.
During the 2017-2018 school year, JAM Enterprises, a group of
approximately 54 elementary girls created #bethekindkid and began to
put this hashtag on t-shirts in an effort to spread kindness. The shirts
were rst worn by students and staff in our district. It didn't take long
until everyone had a shirt and #wearitwednesday got started. On
#wearitwednesday, everyone makes it a point to wear their
#bethekindkid shirt and spread the message of kindness.
Through media coverage, word of mouth, and social media the #bethekindkid message has been
spreading locally and beyond. Schools and school districts have purchased shirts for their entire staff,
friends and family have sent shirts afar to grandkids, and we couldn't be happier to see this simple but
extremely important message being spread to others.
To keep up with the volume of sales, JAM Enterprises has created a website where anyone can
purchase a shirt or shirts. Please visit their site and purchase your shirt(s) today and let's spread

kindness across the globe!
Click HERE to visit the JAM Enterprises Website and Store!

Celebrating Creativity, Courage, and Collaboration
International Dot Day, celebrated in September, is a day inspired by the story, The Dot , written by Peter
H. Reynolds. The story challenges us to make your mark and see where it takes you and focuses on
making the world a better place. At our Primary Center, students engaged in a variety of activities on
this day in conjunction with reading The Dot . In rst grade, students created their personal mark and
learned a song to accompany their celebration. In Art, each student created a unique dot using
elements of art such as line, shape, and color. In the library, 2nd graders designed a dot and used the
Quiver app to turn it into an interactive 3D object. Second grade also had a special guest visit them
from 4th grade to teach them how she reads braille.

Good Citizen Project in 8th Grade
As part of the 8th grade unit on Citizenship & Immigration, our 8th-grade students engaged in some
incredible learning during the month of September. Through funding from Film Pittsburgh's Teen
Screen program, students visited the Southside Works Theater to view the documentary Salam
Neighbor, which brings viewers into the life of a Syrian refugee.
Following the viewing of this lm, numerous guest speakers were brought into the classroom to share
a variety of perspectives and experiences with the students. Sloane Davidson, the CEO and Founder of
Hello Neighbor, spoke with the students about her organization's work with refugees in the Pittsburgh
Area. Siraji Hassan, a former refugee from Somalia, shared his remarkable story that led him to
Pittsburgh and the work he is now doing with the AmeriCorps. Leigh Culley, an Avonworth resident,
shared her rst-hand experience as an immigrant to the United States who has recently completed the
naturalization process to become a U.S. Citizen. Retired Sergeant First Class Eber Tripp, a veteran of
both the Vietnam and Iraq Wars, talked with students about the meaning of citizenship and his
military service. Monica Ruiz, the Executive Director of Casa San Jose, shared her experience and work
with undocumented immigrants living and working in Western Pensylvania. Earlier this year, Ms. Ruiz
was awarded the Thomas Merton Center's recognition for New Person of the Year due to her work in
the Latino Community of Pittsburgh. Feyisola Alibi, Special Initiatives Manager for Mayor Bill Peduto,
shared her work as the manager of the city's Welcoming Pittsburgh Program, as well as her personal
experience as an immigrant to the United States.

Operation Safe Stop & National School Bus
Safety Week - October 22 - 26
Operation Safe Stop occurs during National School Bus Safety Week
every October and provides an opportunity to remind the public of Bus
Stop Safety Laws. This initiative is a combined effort of law enforcement agencies, school
transportation providers, and PennDOT to raise public awareness about the potential consequences
and reduce the occurrence of illegal school bus passes. Please review the following Pennsylvania Bus
Stopping Laws and help keep our students safe at their bus stops.
Motorists must stop at least 10 feet away from a school bus with red lights ashing and stop
arm extended.
Motorists must stop when they are behind a bus, meeting the bus or approaching an intersection
where a bus is stopped.
Motorists following or traveling alongside a school bus must stop until the red lights have
stopped ashing and the stop arm is withdrawn.

Join us for the 2018 Homecoming Football
Game
Join us for the 2018 Homecoming Football Game at 7:00 PM on Friday,
October 12th. The crowning of this year's Homecoming Queen will take
place prior to the game at 6:30 PM.
Homecoming - Student Events:
A Pep Rally will be held Friday, October 12th at 2:20 PM.
Our Homecoming Dance will be Saturday, October 13th from 7:00-10:00 PM at the Carnegie Science
Center. The dance is open to 9th through 12th-grade students. Tickets will be on sale Oct 1-10 in the
high school: $25 Seniors, $35 Underclassmen.

Upcoming Dates & Events
September 25-28 - Primary Center Picture Days
October 1 - Athletic Committee Meeting, 6:30 PM
October 1 - School Board Work Session, 7:30 PM
October 2-5 - Elementary School Picture Days
October 8 - No School, Teacher Inservice Day
October 12 - Homecoming Football Game, 7:00 PM
October 13 - Homecoming Dance

October 17 - AMS Parent Network Meeting, 7:00 PM
October 19 - ScareSpace / Bingo at AES, 6:30 PM
October 29 - End of First Marking Period (Grades 3-12)
October 31 - Halloween Parties (Primary & Elementary)
November 1 - Jostens Meetings, Gr. 10 @ 8:15 AM, Gr. 12 @ 8:50 AM
November 5 - Athletic Committee Meeting 6:30 PM
November 5 - School Board of Directors' Work Session, 7:30 PM
November 5-8 - Primary Center Parent/Teacher Conferences
November 5 -9 - Fall Play Tech Week
November 12 - School Board of Directors' Regular Meeting, 7:30 PM
November 13 - Fall Play Dress Rehearsal, 4:30 PM
November 13 - PTA Meeting at AES, 7:00 PM
November 14 - AMS Parent Network Meeting, 7:00 PM
November 14-16 - Fall Play, 7:30 PM
November 16 - First day of Winter Sports
November 17 - Fall Play, 2:00 PM & 7:30 PM
November 19 - End of First Trimester, Grades K-2
November 19-20 - High School Parent/Teacher Conferences
November 21-26 - Schools Closed, Thanksgiving Break

