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Due to Spring Break, the next issue of TheWeekly Green Scenewill be on Friday, April 5, 2024.

Student Government Hosts Hundreds from Region B

Today, the SFHS Student Government welcomed approximately 450 students and advisors from
30 other schools throughout Allegheny, Greene, andWashington counties to the High School
for the Pennsylvania Association of Student Councils (PASC) Region B Conference.

Based on the theme of Taylor Swift’s The Eras Tour, the conference was organized by SF
students Tessa Schwarzmiller, Carly Garruba, and Ava Cardonewho kicked off the event by
introducing a performance from the SF Vocal Point Choir with the Alma Mater and National
Anthem. Drs. Miller, Dirda, and Herring each spoke to welcome and inspire the students and
their advisors who also heard from the 2024 PASC convention chairs. Awards were given to the
middle and high school level advisors of the year before the event was handed over to the
keynote speaker, Kate Garnes. Guests then proceeded to select from 25 different student-led
workshops focusing on topics such as student advocacy, goal setting, student wellness,
teambuilding, diversity, and effective social media usage.

Additionally, attendees heard from representatives from Four Diamonds, The Civics Center, and
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Allegheny County Elections Division who were on hand to discuss Mini-THON, voter registration
drives, and the student poll worker program. Students were also able to learn about
scholarships, leadership camps and classes, and other opportunities available to them.
It is important to note that the current PASC State Executive Board Region B Representative is
SF junior Tessa Schwarzmiller. Dr. Felix Yerace serves as the Assistant Executive Director for
PASC.

District Hires Two Administrators

At their meeting on Tuesday, March 19, the School Board approved the hiring of a new Director
of Finance and Director of Food Service in advance of the retirements of Brian Tony and Patricia
Wood. Both are expected to begin their employment with the district this summer.

Mr. Ryan Neely, incoming Director of Finance, will be joining us from A.W. Beattie Career Center
and Lenape Technical School where he has been serving as the Business Manager of both
centers in a shared services agreement since October 2021. His responsibilities included budgets
for General Fund, Daycare, Cafeteria, and Adult Education, as well as annual audits and
reporting, overseeing payroll, purchasing, union negotiations, financial projections, and more.
He spent the previous twelve years with Pittsburgh Public Schools in various budget-based
capacities. Mr. Neely is a graduate of the University of Pittsburgh’s College of Business
Administration with a major in finance and minor in economics.
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Ms. Nicolle Bazant Pleil has been hired as Director of Food Service and has been serving in the
same capacity with the Trinity Area School District for the past decade. At Trinity, she managed
six buildings with approximately 3,000 students and a staff of 40, continuously earning the
highest profit in the district’s history. In addition to working in education, her professional
experience includes hospitals and long-term care centers. Ms. Pleil also has a lifetime contract as
a contributing writer to share healthy eating and wellness habits through a local print
publication. She studied Food Service Management at Fairmont State University and earned a
master’s degree in Human Nutrition fromWVU.

Socks Were Rocked

Many students, faculty, and staff showed their support for World Down Syndrome Day on
Thursday, March 21 by wearing their fun, brightly colored and/or mismatched socks. The Lots of
Socks campaign helps to get people talking and raises awareness about Down syndrome.
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Support PTA and Support our Kids

The SF PTA is selling Entertainment Apps (previously
Entertainment Books) as a spring fundraiser for $35. The apps
feature discounts that are good for one year for various types of
businesses, and they are location-based, so tell your family and
friends throughout the country! The location feature is also very
handy when you travel! Consider making a purchase before
March 27 to help the PTA raise funds to support springtime
events for SF students.

See the flyer on p.8 under Community Resources or use the QR
code below to get started.

Host Families Needed for New Exchange Student Program

As previously announced, the district has partnered with Rotary Youth Exchange to offer study
abroad and foreign exchange student opportunities for our students and families, and an
informational meeting was held to explain the program on February 5.

At this time, interest has been expressed from a student to study at South Fayette next year,
and we are in need of at least one host family. If you are interested in volunteering to host for a
minimum of five months up the entire 2024-25 school year, please contact Dr. Yerace orMr.
Butts at the High School. More information about the Rotary Youth Exchange program can be
found here.

You’re Invited to the Uncommon Conference

The students of SF’s SHOUT organization are hosting the
4th Annual Uncommon Conference on Diversity, Equity,
Inclusion, and Belonging on Tuesday, April 9, 2024, from
8:30 am to 1:30 pm in the HS Theatre and Studio. The
conference includes a keynote speaker, religion of the
world panel to discuss religions visible in our district, the
creation of an art installation, cultural dancing displays,
and so much more.

This year’s theme is "Each of us NEEDS all of us to
become the best of us." This is the first time SF is hosting
this event during a school day, and SHOUT is eager to
see a high level of participation from our students. Not
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only is this conference a milestone for SF, it is also an
inclusive platform where up to 300 students from other
districts, invited through a generous grant from the
Grable Foundation and the AIU, will join us. It's crucial
that SF shows a strong participation from our own
student body to welcome our guests warmly. Please
plan to attend and help welcome peers from North
Allegheny, Mt. Lebanon, Seneca Valley, and many other
districts throughout our region. See the flyer on p. 9 for
more details about registration.

Reminders

● PSSA testing will take place in the IS and MS in mid to late April and early May. Please
refer to communications from school principals regarding absences and other
important testing instructions.

● Support SF Interact Club and Mini-THON by purchasing from the annual coffee sale
through March 31. All ordering details can be found here. Questions may be emailed to
Dr. Yerace.

● Monday, April 8 is now a half day for all schools with no Afternoon Kindergarten.
Dismissal times will be High School 10:30 am, Middle School 11:15 am, and Intermediate
and Elementary schools (including AM Kindergarten) 12:00 Noon.

● The district-wide Penny Challenge runs through April 12, 2024, benefiting SFTSD
students with special needs. Homeroom/1st period teachers have plastic containers to
collect donations of coins, dollars, and checks.

● You can purchase tickets for the district Kennywood Day on June 20 right away using
promo code “southfayette” or buy a Good Any Day Ticket valid through July 14 using
promo code “southfayetteflex.” Follow these instructions when making your purchase.

Student and Staff Shout Outs

★ Congratulations to the most recent recipients of the ES Principals’ Pride Award! From
Kindergarten: Brooks Cardillo, Benjamin Hackworth, Aaron Hermoso, Zachary Keller, and
Shreena Patel; from 1st Grade: Suriya Duraisamy, Halina Hasan, Colin Kotar, Gavin Kuzmich,
Madeline Milligan, Madelyn Mrdjenovich, and Jibreel Yahya; and from 2nd Grade:
Medhansh Chinnam, Kendall Louk, Pranav Nimishakavi, and Zoey Yanosko-Bannon.

Lions in the News

🦁 Experienced career development advisor and speaker Ed Hidalgo wrote a guest blog this
week for Getting Smart in which he discussed his experience at SF and discussion with four SF
students at TRETC (Three Rivers Educational Technology Conference) earlier this year.
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Events Until Next Issue

March 24, 2024
Palm Sunday

March 25, 2024
Holi

March 26, 2024
School Board Meeting

March 27, 2024
Battle of the Buildings

March 28 - April 1, 2024
Spring Break - District Closed

March 29, 2024
Good Friday

March 31, 2024
Easter

April 4, 2024
Speaker Series welcomes
Zach Betz. Register here.

Upcoming Dates to Remember

April 8, 2024
Early Dismissal - Half Day due to
Solar Eclipse

April 10, 2024
Senior Exit Interviews,
Kindergarten Preview Sessions -
No School for Students Grades K -
11

April 18, 2024
Early Dismissal - Celebration of
Excellence in Learning
High School Transition Fair at
Beth El Congregation South Hills

April 19, 2024
No School for Students - Staff
Development

April 22, 2024
2-Hour Late Start - Staff
Development

April 26 - 27, 2024
Mini-THON

May 2, 2024
Speaker Series welcomes SF’s
Champions of Hope. Register.

May 13, 2024
2-Hour Late Start - Staff
Development

May 23, 2024
Last Day of Little Lions Learning
Academy

May 24, 2024
Last Day for Seniors

May 27, 2024
Memorial Day - District Closed

June 4, 2024
Early Dismissal - Last Day of
School

June 20, 2024
Kennywood Day

✉ Have news to share?* Article drafts, flyers, .jpg or .png images can be emailed to:
Jennifer Donovan, Director of Communications at jldonovan@southfayette.org
*Submission does not guarantee placement in upcoming issue(s).
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Community Resources

Click to Register
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