
The Call of the Wild 
Letter Writing 

 
Directions: ​Your task is to write a friendly letter home from the list of characters below. Expand on details from 
the text and use good organization along with the elements of a letter.  
 
Characters:  
Perrault  
Francis  
Scottish Half-Breed (the mail sled)  
Hal, Charles or Mercedes  
John Thornton  
 
Grading Rubric: 

Excellent Good Unacceptable 

Letter correctly uses the elements 
of a letter, include sender and 
recipient addresses, greeting, 
body paragraphs and closing.  

Letter correctly uses most of the 
elements of a letter, include 
sender and recipient addresses, 
greeting, body paragraphs and 
closing. One or more may be 
incorrect or missing. 

Letter correctly uses few of the 
elements of a letter, include 
sender and recipient addresses, 
greeting, body paragraphs and 
closing. Two or more may be 
incorrect or missing. 

Letter uses 2-3 well-organized and 
structured body paragraphs.  

Letter uses some organization and 
structure in 2-3 body paragraphs, 
but could use more. 

Letter uses little or no organization 
or structure in the body 
paragraphs. May have less than 2 
body paragraphs. 

Details from the text are accurate. 
The letter expands on ideas from 
the text logically.  

Details from the text are generally 
accurate. Letter attempts to 
expand on the ideas from the text 
but connection is not always clear 
or consistent with the text. 

Details from the text may be 
inaccurate. Letter fails to expand 
on ideas from the text— may only 
summarize the text or may expand 
in a way that is inconsistent with 
the text. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sample Letter 
 

 


