Miss Morris- Room 111- First Grade Information  


Welcome to First Grade! This information is designed to familiarize you with our expectations and some general information. This information is also found on my website. 

First Grade Curriculum 
Your student will learn many new things in first grade.  Here is an overview of the curriculum: 

Reading- Benchmark Literacy is our newer reading series! Through the reading series students will learn phonics skills, reading and comprehension strategies, reading fluency, writing and grammar skills, vocabulary, and high frequency words by participating in whole and small group instruction. We will also use a class management system called The Daily 5/CAFE. Reading is taught through small group and whole group. 

Math– We will use the Pearson enVisionsmath2.0 program. The program teaches math talk, numbers, patterns, addition and subtraction concepts, money, time, and story problems. Math is usually taught in small group and students rotate to different math centers/stations. 
High Frequency Words– We will work on a group of high frequency words every week. You will receive a copy of all of the words in the beginning of the year.  A list is also provided on my website for kindergarten, first and second grade. Practice each night and review previous words.  Anchor words are formally assessed three times a year.  If your child has not mastered their kindergarten words, please continue practicing those words each night.

Handwriting- The proper letter formation will be reviewed.  Neat handwriting will be expected on all work.

Writing- In first grade, we teach writing using the traits of writing.  They are conventions, ideas, sentence fluency, organization, voice and word choice. Conventions include the use of punctuation, spelling and capitalization.  Sentence fluency is when the writing flows smoothly, including the use of short and long sentences.  It should sound as if someone were talking.  Sentences should be complete and fragments used only when it adds to the meaning.  Using good word choices enables the reader to get a clear and accurate picture.  Strong action verbs and descriptive adjectives help to convey meaning.  The writing should be appealing and fresh.  Voice shows the writer’s personality.  Emotions are conveyed appropriately through voice.  Organization includes a bold beginning, mighty middle and an excellent ending.  The beginning should hook the reader and the middle should provide details in correct sequential order.  Endings wrap up the idea of the paragraph.  Ideas are the message the author wants to convey to the reader.  The writing should hold the reader’s attention throughout the complete piece.

Homework
Homework will be given Monday through Thursday.  Homework will include W.E.B., math facts practice, or other activities related to our curriculum. Homework should be a review; if it is not, please let me know.

Snacks

West Shore School District has made a choice to be more active in your child’s health and nutrition. Please do not send in candy or sugary snacks.  Students are able to enjoy their own snack usually during reading stamina or math centers.  
Please send a nutritious, easy to eat snack for your student daily.  I will not provide whole group snacks for the class. Please send in an individual snack, labeled and easy for them to open.  Also, if you student has any food allergies, please let me know.

Here is a list of suggested snacks to send in: fruit, dried fruit, veggies and dip, graham crackers, apple sauce packs, peanut butter crackers, gogurts, fig newtons, popcorn, snack bars, wheat crackers, cheese cubes/sticks, pretzels, goldfish, rice krispie treats. We do not have access to a refrigerator.


Rules

On the first day of school the class will be introduced to the rules.  We will all agree on the rules and discuss the consequences.  The basic rules that we generally agree on are:

1. Be Kind

2. Be Safe

3. Follow Directions

4. Do your best! 

5. Do your job! 

Miss Morris also has a quote that she will use MANY times throughout the school year. She not only uses it with her students but also her family and friends. “Everyone has a choice.” We all have to make sure we are making the correct choice and if not, we practice making better choices. 

Consequences

On the wall is a stop light with four levels: 

· Blue (for True Blue behavior- the best of the best!)

· Green (for Growing Green behavior- you are doing what you are supposed to be doing)

· Yellow (for Caution Yellow behavior- you have received a warning and let’s try to make better choices and to “slow down” and think about what they’re doing)

· Red (for Danger Red behavior- the student needs to “stop” and make a better choice. They may need to make these better choices at during recess.) 

Each child has a number based on where they fall alphabetically.  Each child’s number is on a clothespin that goes on the stop light. It’s not the business of those who come into our classroom whose clip is where. This is why we choose to put their number on the clothespin.

Here’s how it works: If your child makes a bad choice or breaks a rule, they choose to move their clip. Everyone’s clip starts out on green for at the beginning of the day. If your child goes above and beyond in wonderful behavior, they will move up to blue. Every child has the chance to move up or down the stoplight throughout the day. When a child moves their clip once (for negative behavior), they land on warning, yellow. When a child moves their clip twice (again for negative behavior), they land on their final level, red. 

Again, throughout the day, one may move their clip back to yellow, green or blue to show that they are making better choices.  If your child is on red, your child and/or myself will write a note explaining the choices that they’ve made. If a child lands on red frequently, you will be notified by phone so that we can work together to help your child.  Anytime a child puts hands on someone else, a principal will be notified. If students move their clip down to yellow or red, they will practice better behavior during recess. I am happy to answer any questions regarding consequences. 
Please sign your child’s planner daily, indicating that you saw how their day went. 

First Day School Supplies
- book bag
- lunch or lunch money 
- pencil box (hard plastic)

Items to put in your child's pencil box
- a box of crayons
- a glue stick
- a dry erase marker
- a dry eraser
-  a sharpened pencil (First Grade will only use fat pencils- please do not send in #2 pencils)
- a pencil eraser 

*With using the iPads in the classroom, please send in headphones (in a plastic bag, labeled with their name) for your child to keep at school. Young students do better with headphones, rather than earbuds but it’s up to what your child prefers. 
**The pencil box should be the hard-plastic type. I plan to cover it with a resource tag so it doesn’t have to be fancy! 
Wish List Items!
1.  Treasure Chest Items: small toys, silly bands, pencils, erasers, play dough and dollar store items

2.  Seasonal Stickers

3. Antibacterial Wipes

5. Tissues

6. Play-doh

7. Volunteers!

8. Supplies for the art and crafts (glue, markers, crayons)

9. Children Books and Magazines (from your home library that you want to get rid of or yard sales!)
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