
CURRENT STATE 
OF CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES
In Greater Rochester, NY

April 24, 2025



APRIL 2019
A Bold Prediction for the Future. 



JULY 2024
A Vision Realized.



100+ Additional Regional Investments Including:



WHY ROCHESTER

Select Accolades

• Top 25 most innovative US cities.

• Safest Weather City in the Northeast.

• Ten most affordable cities to by a home.

• Top 10 Best mid-sized metro with Best Business Climate.

• Nine Public High Schools among Top 10% in the US



EDUCATION POWERS 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

YOU 
are an essential part of our 
region’s economic engine.



THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT



LABOR MARKET DATA

NYS Department of Labor, February 2025
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The Workforce Paradox

Key Questions

What talent is available?

How do I know if they’re 
ready?

Key Questions

What careers are available?

How do I know if I’m ready?



WHY CREDENTIALING MATTERS

Students prove it.

Employers trust it.

And communities show they’re ready to grow.



GREATER ROCHESTER’S JOURNEY 
FROM POTENTIAL TO PROGRESS

Jump-Starting America 

names Rochester the U.S. 

metro with the most 

potential to become a 

future tech hub.

MCC opens the FWD Center 

— a game-changing regional 

hub for hands-on training in 

advanced manufacturing, 

optics, and skilled trades.

Fairlife and Edwards 

Vacuum announce major 

facility investments, 

injecting over $650M into 

the regional economy

Region is designated one 

of 12 national tech hubs 

under the CHIPS and 

Science Act, launching the 

NY SMART I-Corridor.

Monroe County becomes a 

Certified ACT Work Ready 

Community, with a regionally 

aligned credentialing system 

that helps fill critical roles

2019

2022

2023

2024

TODAY

2026                       

GOAL

Educators and workforce 

leaders convene to advance 

ACT Work Ready certification, 

taking the next critical step 

toward aligning education with 

the region’s economic future.



SOURCES

Jump Starting America:  https://www.jump-startingamerica.com/

NY  SMART i Tech Corridor:  https://nysmarticorridor.com/

Greater Rochester Enterprise: https://rochesterbiz.com/

NY State Labor Market Data: https://dol.ny.gov/labor-data





https://siteselection.com/americas-best-counties/









POST HIGH SCHOOL PATHWAYS 4 E’S
Employment Enlistment

Enrollment Entrepreneurship
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